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Keeping Stakeholders Informed

NET Scheme turns 10

After 10 years, almost 70 of the original 280 NETs recruited in
1998 are still working on The Enhanced NET Scheme in secondary
schools. Forty-three 10-year NETs took the chance to reunite and
receive acknowledgement for their contribution to Hong Kong
‘ ' education at
the ‘Supporting
Learning
~,and Sharing
o8 Cultures:  The
'Enhanced NET
Scheme 10th
Anniversary
Conference’ on
November 1 at
| Queen’s College
in Causeway
Bay. NETs were
N [ A presented with
Dr K.K.Chan, Prof. Amy Tsui, Mr M. Suen, Mr S. Tham  certificates of
appreciation by the Deputy Secretary for Education, Dr Catherine
Chan Ka Ki, and the head of the NET Section, Mr Simon Tham.

The day attracted around 450 participants and provided the perfect
opportunity for teachers to network. Mr Michael Suen, the Secretary
for Education, said that schools had now become attuned to the
strengths of NETs and the roles they played, such as serving as
cultural ambassadors and linguistic role models.

Prof. Amy Tsui, Pro-Vice-Chancellor and Vice-
President (Teaching and Learning) of The University
of Hong Kong, gave the keynote speech in which
she stressed the importance of mutual engagement,
saying that NETs and LETs needed to collaborate to
ensure successful exchange of ideas in schools. It is |
perhaps more useful for NETs to see themselves as

] _ Man Wong
‘boundary brokers’ instead of ‘change agents’, Prof. Tsui said, once

again stressing the importance of NETs” and LETs’ collaboration.
Graduate student Ms Akina Lam and two current students, Jeannette
Siu and Man Wong, also spoke fondly of their experiences with
NETs.

The afternoon session started with a humorous keynote speech by Mr
Nury Vittachi, one of Asia’s most prolific authors.

Collaboration
leads to success

The Enhanced NET Scheme
Anniversary Conference gave teachers a
chance to enjoy some excellent professsional
development in the form of two 90-minute
workshops. Presenters of the 22 workshops
included university lecturers, other outside
providers, NETs and LETs (Local English
Teachers) and staff from the NET Section.
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One such workshop, ‘Different but
equal: NET and LET collaboration’, was
run by Dr David Carless of the Faculty
of Education at The University of Hong
Kong. The workshop, which was filled
with lively discussion, focused on how
NETs and LETs have complementary
capacities and may play different roles
in  developing  students’ English.

Dr Carless recommended NETs be wary
of criticising the local system, show
interpersonal sensitivity and adopt some
local methods. He said NETs were most
likely to be successful if they ‘took it
slowly’, tuned into the examination
system and tried to appreciate and
understand Chinese language and culture.

He suggested LETs identified and used
the capacities and interests of their NETSs
and made efforts to welcome them both
socially and professionally. He said that
LETs should be sensitive to different
NETs” abilities and  motivations.

Dr Carless said he saw collaboration as

a key to professional development
and stressed this could not occur
without supportive relationships.






