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Helping with reading English

There are many different reasons why a child may be failing in reading. The following tips are given as a
guide to how you may help the child.

1. Have useful words available around the classroom for reference. Make sure the child knows
where to access them, i.e. make word lists that the child can take to the table, and does not have
to try to copy them from the wall/distance. Have other copies to take home if needed.

2. Find small words within large words
Use words where the smaller words sound the same in the bigger word.
Examples: onto - on, to
piglet - pig, let
scarf - car
baking - king
If the child start to use words where the sound changes (e.g. ham in shame), use it as an example
to demonstrate the difference,and then return to the original task where the word retains the same
sound.

3. Make word jigsaw puzzles. These can be made by simply

cutting up large words to be found in magazines, and
letting the child discover the shapes of the letters, and e
how they fit together. You can make the pieces

progressively smaller as they become more experienced.

4. Use magnetic words for the child to sort into sentences. Encourage experimentation (“tall, pink
frogs”). Fridge magnets allow this to be fun at home.

5. Encourage the child to discover word families in their book
e.g. “at” - bat, hat, cat: “ell” - bell, tell, fell.

6. Find a word that can be made into a picture. @
For example make a bed of “bed”.

7. Make sure that the child understands all concepts of print, such as directionality, before focusing
on single words or sentence.

8. Encourage children to predict from picture cues, initial letter sounds or blends, sentence structure
and context. Prompt the child to ask themselves“Does this make sense?”

9. Give children time to think.

10. Ask children to finish a sentence missing out the unknown word or find the word from
elsewhere in the story.

Remember that when helping a child with their difficulties, you should try to get to know the child, and call
on their strengths and their interests, and develop problem solving strategies accordingly.



Helping with reading English
There are many different reasons why a child may be failing in reading English. The following tips are

given as a guide to how you may help the child.

Activities

1. In group reading during the Literacy Hour even children working towards reading will
contribute when given appropriate praise.

2. Using plays as a reading aloud exercise, and to develop the use of different tones of voice.

3. Word bingo - all that is required is a sheet of paper with words, a
simple version of which is shown here. If the words chosen can form
a short sentence, you may consolidate by arranging the words in a am I
line and reading together.

go® going | home

I am going home

4. Focusing on an identified number of words each week. The words chosen should link in with
other activities, such as word bingo.

5. Use magnetic letters for the child to rearrange and experiment with.

6. To develop one-to-one correspondence encourages the child to point to each word as it is read.
This enables the child to understand that one spoken word matches one written word.

7. Provide books that look interesting and give guidance for appropriate level whilst still allowing
for choice. Ensure the child is part of the choosing process. However, remember that comics or
cereal packets are valid reading exercises.

8. There are many games that can be used to assist the reading process which can show that
reading can be fun. Examples include: hangman, junior scrabble, wordsearches and
crosswords.

9. Various computer software programs exist to assist the reading process. Make sure that
whatever is chosen is both age, needs and difficulty appropriate, as well as using their strengths
and interests.

Remember that when helping a child with their difficulties, you should try to get to know the child, and call
on their strengths and their interests, and develop problem solving strategies accordingly.



Helping with English spelling
There are many different reasons why a child may be failing in spelling. The following tips are given as a

guide to how you may help the child.

Children with problems in this area may have difficulties with;
eauditory discrimination
eawareness of sounds within words

elearning spelling patterns and rules

They frequently have low self esteem and avoid words that they anticipate will be difficult for them
to spell. They may be highly imaginative but can be perceived as being less able as their spelling
difficulties can affect their output.

Tips

1. Spelling should not be the focus of attention at the composing stage. (i.e. praise and encourage
the development of the content before addressing spelling needs.)

2. Start with the child’s own errors i.e. frequently used words that the child clearly wants to use.

3. Don’t expect the child to learn all the spelling patterns at once.

4. The child and adult should agree a number of words to be learnt at one time. It is vital that the
child should be involved in their own learning programme.

5. Analyse the spellings and note any patterns of errors (i.e. initial sounds, word endings,
phonological awareness and phonetic errors)

6. Mark spellings with the child whenever possible.

7. Highlight what the child can do and focus on positive feedback.

Remember that when helping a child with their difficulties, you should try to get to know the child, and call
on their strengths and their interests, and develop problem solving strategies accordingly.



Helping with English phonological skills

There are many different reasons why a child may be failing in phonological awareness. The following tips
are given as a guide to how you may help the child.

1. Picture snap - Make a pack of small picture cards, using the words suggested below. Each player
turns over one card at the same time. The first player to identify a known word that can be made
by combining two of the cards collects them. It is important that the child knows what all the
cards represent before playing the game.

black/bird hand/bag
black/board straw/berry
motor/bike scare/crow
rain/bow

2. Spoonerisms - allows the child to practise segmentation and recombining skills.
E.g. car park becomes par cark.

3. Introduce a word ending (i.e. -at, -ill, -ig) - Encourage the child to make words by changing the
initial letter. Make a list of the words that the child has generated (i.e. cat, bat, fat, gat, rat, hat,
sat). You can then ask the child to identify those words which are real and those which are made
up (e.g. lat, wat). If the child is able, encourage them to make up a sentence using the real
words.

4. Rainbows - Asking the child to place the letters of the alphabet in a rainbow above their work
develops their ability to sequence the letters of the alphabet and their organisational skills. Use
magnetic or foam letters. Give the child three clues to get them started - A at the beginning, M in
the middle, above them, and Z at the end.

Remember that when helping a child with their difficulties, you should try to get to know the child, and call
on their strengths and their interests, and develop problem solving strategies accordingly.
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