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Appendix 3
Group Discussion Worksheets and Answers
Group 1
Learning about Country Parks








Hong Kong the Facts - Country Parks and Conservation http://www.afcd.gov.hk/english/country/cou_lea/the_facts.html
	Recorder:       Presenter:
Group members:
	Class:
	Date:


Apart from using recreational facilities in country parks, we can also enjoy the view of nature by walking along the trails. 
A. Match the hiking trails to the areas they cover:
Trail                  Area
MacLehose Trail
(

(
From Stanley on southern Hong Kong Island to 

Nam Chung in the New Territories
Lantau Trail
(
(
Covers the five country parks on the Hong Kong 
Island
Hong Kong Trail‎
(
( Runs across the New Territories from Sai Kung 
in the east to Tuen Mun in the West
Wilson Trail
(
(Runs through country parks on the Lantau Island
B. Give two examples of the many recreational facilities in country parks.

Barbecue sites, playgrounds, pavilions, campsites, etc.

C. 
The Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department provides different education and tourist services to help visitors enjoy and learn about the nature at the parks. Match the tourist centres to the services they provide:
Location
Services
Woodside
(

(
Planted with about 300 different 
species of trees
Lions Nature Education 
Centre
(

(Displays a variety of vegetables, 
ores and local plant species 
Shing Mun Arboretum
(

(Woodside Biodiversity Education 
Centre

[image: image1]












(Answers are for reference only)
Group 2
Country Park Facilities
Visiting Country and Marine Parks http://www.afcd.gov.hk/english/country/cou_vis/cou_vis_rec/cou_vis_bar.html
http://www.afcd.gov.hk/english/country/cou_vis/cou_vis_fitjog/cou_vis_fitjog.html

	Recorder:       Presenter:
Group members:
	Class
	Date:


A. The Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department has placed signs in country parks labelling different facilities. Match the signs to the facilities to which they refer.
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B. The barbecue site nearest to your home is at _____________, which has __________ barbecue pits.
C. What should we bear in mind when barbecuing in the countryside? (Discussion Question)

[image: image5](Answers are for reference only)
Group 3
Enjoy Hiking
Enjoy Hiking - Hiking Gears
http://hiking.gov.hk/eng/gear/gear.htm
	Recorder:       Presenter:
Group members:
	Class:
	Date:


A. What do hikers need the following items for? 

	
	Items
	Reasons

	1)
	Flashlight
	For lighting during emergency 

	2)
	Map
	To find the trails

	3)
	Compass
	To find direction

	4)
	Whistle
	To call for help in case of accidents and emergency

	5)
	Mobile phone
	For contact


B. We can pack our hiking equipment in a backpack. What should we remember when packing our backpacks? 
· Choose what is light and easy to carry

· Put light items at the bottom with the heavier items up towards the top.


C. Why do we need all the different equipment? (Discussion Question)
Accidents and emergencies can happen in the countryside. We can get lost or bad weather can set in. Having the suitable equipment and clothing can help us get through situtations.

(Answers are for reference only)
Group 4
Staying in Touch
Stay in Touch in Country Parks
http://www.ofca.gov.hk/en/consumer_focus/mobile_telecom/country_parks/stay_in_touch/index.html
	Recorder:       Presenter:
Group members:
	Class:
	Date:


A. To enjoy safe hiking in country parks, it is important to keep company with others and to know the various means of communications that can be used in case of an emergency. Fill in the blanks below.
· Bring along mobile phones or walkie-talkies and sufficient spare batteries.
· Before starting your hiking trip, save the phone number of the police station nearest to the hiking route into your mobile phone.
· In case of emergency, dial 999 or 112.
· Download and install the “Enjoy Hiking” app, which is developed by the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department. Before starting your hiking trip, launch the app and activate its “Hiker Tracking Service” function. The Global Positioning System (GPS) system will then auto feed your tracking locations. The data can be used to facilitate rescue if any need arises from an emergency situation.
B. What can we do to prevent accidents?
(Discussion Question)

[image: image6](Answers are for reference only)
Group 5
The Problem of Feeding Wild Animals
Don’t feed wild animals
http://www.afcd.gov.hk/tc_chi/country/cou_how/cou_how_gcp/cou_how_gcp_don/cou_how_gcp_don.html

	Recorder:       Presenter:
Group members:
	Class:
	Date:


A. Why shouldn’t we feed the monkeys in country parks? 
· This may violate the Wild Animals Protection Ordinance

· This can cause rapid growth in monkeys population and cause nuisance to visitors.


· The monkeys would become aggressive and threaten visitors.


B. Self-discipline is a key to preserving the beauty of the natural environment. Visitors should bear in mind in country parks: (Raising Question)
· Be nice to wild plants and animals

· Do not litter

C. What facilities would you like to see added to country parks and why? (Discussion Question)
· I suggest setting up drawing sites in country parks,

· So that visitors can draw the beauty of the outdoors. (Pupils are free to express opinions)

 (Answers are for reference only)
Group 6
Dog Control Advice in the Countryside
Control of Dogs
http://www.afcd.gov.hk/english/country/cou_how/cou_how_gcp/cou_how_gcp_con/cou_how_gcp_con.html

	Recorder:       Presenter:
Group members:
	Class:
	Date:


A. What should dog owners bear in mind when bringing their dogs to country parks?
Take good care of their dogs

Control their dogs effectively and keep them within sight


Leash their dogs

B. Under which law can dog owners be prosecuted for their dogs causing a nuisance?
The Country Parks and Special Areas Regulations (Cap 208A)

C. How do you think country parks can convey reminders to dog owners? (Discussion Question)
I suggest putting up large signs at places where dog owners usually go to and giving out leaflets to spread the messages. (Pupils are free to express opinions)

 (Answers are for reference only)
Group 7
Prevention of Hill Fire
Protect Our Countryside  Prevent Hill Fire
http://www.afcd.gov.hk/english/country/cou_lea/hillfire.html
	Recorder:       Presenter:
Group members:
	Class:
	Date:


A.
Match the followings.
Chance of Fire Outbreaks            Fire Danger Warning
	Extreme(
	
	(Green

	High(
	
	(Red

	Low(
	
	(Yellow


B. How can we prevent hill fires?
· Only light fires in the designated places. 


· Do not throw away burning matches or cigarette ends.


· Do not light fire balloon. It will destroy our woodland and also threaten life and property.


C.
When are hill fires more likely occur? Why? (Discussion Question)
Hill fires are more frequent on the Ching Ming and Chung Yeung Festivals and in autumn and winter.

One cause is the careless disposal of non-extinguished joss sticks and paper.

(Answers are for reference only)
Group 8
Ecology of Country Park 
Hong Kong Live Eco-map
http://www.hkecomap.net/species_distribution.asp?AnimalID=1&SiteID=&offset=0&lang=eng
	Recorder:       Presenter:
Group members:
	Class:
	Date:


A. List some of the many types of animals that can be found in country parks and give an example for each type.
	Country Park
	Animal Type
	Examples

	(E.g.) Shing Mun Country Park
	Butterflies
	Common Hedge Blue

	Pokfulam Country Park
	Birds
	Eurasian Magpie

	Tai Lam Country Park
	Fish
	Spotted snakehead

	Tai Tam Country Park
	Amphibians and reptiles
	Hong Kong Newt


B. Why do we need to record the growth of different species in different environments? (Discussion Question)

[image: image7]
 (Answers are for reference only)
D.	Many country parks have reservoirs that are open to the public for fishing. But even holders of a fishing licence are only allowed to fish during a certain period. Do you know why? (Discussion Question)


Between 1 September of each year and 30 March of the next year is the non-spawning season. Fishing during this period reduces the loss of fries and fingerlings.	





Reference website: Fun of Fishing in Hong Kong Reservoirs, Water Supplies Department 


http://www.wsd.gov.hk/en/education/fun_of_fishing_in_hong_kong/








Cherish the nature and beware of fire hazards. 


Do not cook with fire outside designated barbecue sites.





Make sufficient preparations, e.g. bring the suitable equipment (like map, compass) and pay attention to the weather.


To avoid danger, choose a suitable route based on your strength.





It helps monitoring ecological changes at different sites and facilitate academic researches, so that the public will discover and learn to preserve the rich ecological treasures that the city has to offer.
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