

Learning English through Debating


Teamwork
A team’s success depends on teamwork. This means that all members of the group work together to achieve a common goal. This involves equal participation in the project and trust in each other. A debate team will never win unless there is teamwork.

Learning Activity 1: Newspaper shelter

A. Building the newspaper shelter
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You will now play a team building game.
The objective of the game is for your group members to explore ways of communicating and interacting with one another, while having fun.

Get into groups of eight to twelve people and your teacher will give you some materials: newspaper and masking tape.

Situation: Your group is stuck on a deserted island. You have to build a structure that is free-standing and will protect the entire group from the sun. You have 20 minutes to plan how you are going to build the structure. Then, you will have 20 minutes to build the structure itself. YOU CANNOT TALK DURING THE BUILDING STAGE.
B. Post-activity reflection

Reflect on your experience of building the newspaper structure and answer the questions below as a group. Be prepared to share your answers with the rest of the class.

1. What worked during the process? What slowed down the process?


2. How did you plan your structure?


3. What roles emerged during the process? Was there a leader?


4. Did everyone have an active role to play?


5. How did it feel not being able to talk during the building phase?


6. Did you work well as a team? How do you know?


7. What did you learn about yourself and your group members during this game?


8. How can you improve teamwork within your group?


Learning Activity 2: Teamwork in debating

How can teamwork be applied in a debating situation? The previous activity was supposed to help you to focus on the value of teamwork in debating. Look back on all the debating experiences you have had in class. How can you show team spirit and good teamwork in a debate? Consider the following stages in a debate:

Preparation

The Opening and Main Speeches


Question and Answer Session (Interrogative Debate)

Summary Speech
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