Learning English through Debating

Eliciting, Confirming and Establishing  Knowledge about Debating

Learning Activity 1: Warm-up

Your teacher will now lead you to do the voice warm-up activity. Below are some tongue twisters for the warm-up: 

How much wood would a wood-chuck chuck, if a wood-chuck could chuck wood?

Fuzzy Wuzzy was a bear. Fuzzy Wuzzy had no hair.

I need not your needles, they're needless to me.
Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers.
Double bubble gum, bubbles double.

A flea and a fly flew up in a flue.
Learning Activity 2: Vocabulary

We are going to work on a motion related to bullying. Below are some words / phrases on this topic. Complete each sentence with the most suitable item in the box. 

	unequal
	behaviour
	isolate
	expelled

	aggressive
	punishment
	emotional damage
	reprimanded


1. Bullying is a form of abuse or an ________________ attack on another student who is usually weaker and smaller.

2. Tom was ______________ from school because he cheated in the exam.

3. One student calls another names, trying to create _____________   ____________.

4. Some students decide that they will _______________ another student by not talking to him anymore.
5. An _________________ student uses threats to get money from others.
6. Harsh __________________ is not effective for stopping bullying.
7. The teacher ______________ the bully for calling his classmates rude names.

8. The school awards conduct prizes to students with good ________________          and discipline. 

Learning Activity 3: Reading

A. Pre-reading discussion
In groups, think of some examples of bullying. Share your answers with the class.
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B. Reading – What is bullying?

1. Read the article below and answer the questions that follow it.
	Bullies: What Is Bullying? 

Bully. What does the word make you think of? For some people, it's that girl at school who always makes fun of them. For others, it's the biggest guy in the neighbourhood who's always trying to beat them up or take their things. Sometimes “bully” means a whole group of kids ganging up on someone else. No matter what situation or form it comes in, bullying can make you feel depressed, hurt, and alone. It can keep you from enjoying the activities and places that are part of your life.
Bullying happens everywhere, whether it's your town or Paris, France. It happens all the time, and it's happened since forever. Because it's so common, many adults think bullying is just a normal part of growing up. You've probably heard parents or teachers say things like: “Don't let it get to you” or “You just have to be tougher”.
But why should something that can make a person so miserable have to be part of growing up? The answer is, it doesn't! Each and every one of us has the right to feel safe in our lives and good about ourselves. So IML* put together this guide to give you all the basics of dealing with bullies.
Let's start by looking at the different kinds of bullying:
Physical bullying means:

· Hitting, kicking, or pushing someone...or even just threatening to do it 

· Stealing, hiding or ruining someone's things 

· Making someone do things he / she doesn't want to do 

Verbal bullying means:

· Name-calling

· Teasing 

· Insulting

Relationship bullying means:

· Refusing to talk to someone 

· Spreading lies or rumours about someone 

· Making someone feel left out or rejected 

What do all these things have in common? They're examples of ways one person can make another person feel hurt, afraid, or uncomfortable. When these are done to someone more than once, and usually over and over again for a long period of time, that's bullying. 

The reason why one kid would want to bully another kid is this: when you make someone feel bad, you gain power over him or her. Power makes people feel like they're better than another person, and then that makes them feel really good about themselves. Power also makes you stand out from the crowd. It's a way to get attention from other kids, and even from adults. 

Did You Know…

The word “bully” used to mean the total opposite of what it means now? Five-hundred years ago, it meant friend, family member, or sweetheart. The root of the word comes from the Dutch boel, meaning lover or brother. Big change! 
Reprinted with permission from http://pbskids.org/itsmylife

Copyright © 2005 CastleWorks, Inc. All rights reserved.


* IML is the acronym for “It’s My Life”, the organisation that publishes this article.
2.   Answer the questions below based on the article. 


i) What are the different kinds of bullying? Give an example for each.

	Type of bullying
	Example

	
	

	
	

	
	


ii) Give at least three causes of bullying.
	

	

	


iii) What are the effects of bullying?
	

	

	


Learning Activity 4: Brainstorming solutions to bullying

A. Video watching

Watch one of the following clips on ways to tackle bullying:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UTn-BqdMpsY&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DYXGV6lc8n4
B. Discussion

1. Bullying can be a serious problem. Can you suggest some ways to deal with bullying in your school?
	· All students should learn to defend themselves.

· 


2. Consider this motion: 

It is best to deal with bullying by expelling the bully from school.

Individually, write down as many ideas as you can think of FOR and AGAINST the motion.

	For

· to prevent the bully from tormenting more students

	Against

· It is better to let bullies stay at school and help them to mend their ways.



Learning Activity 5: Role of speakers

In the previous unit or focus, we were introduced to the procedure of debating. We learnt that there are usually three members in each debate team. They divide the arguments among themselves according to their role and the content of their speeches. For example, the captain (as the opening speaker) may focus more on definition and introducing the main arguments while the 2nd speaker may focus more on rebutting the points the opponents made. 

Each team would also try to think of what the other team will say and prepare rebuttals (questions or counter-arguments that challenge the points made by another team).

You are going to watch the video clip of a debate on the following motion:

It is best to deal with bullying by expelling the bully from school.

Match the following roles with the corresponding speaker after you have finished watching the debate. The first has been done for you as an example. 
	
	SPEAKER
	PURPOSE / ROLE OF SPEAKER

	C
	Captain of the Affirmative
	A. suggests an alternative solution other than the motion.

	
	Captain of the Opposition 
	B. says the Opposition’s proposed alternative solution will not deal with the issue.

	
	1st Speaker of the Affirmative 
	C. sets out the terms of the debate by giving definitions, sets out the problem and suggests that the motion gives a solution.

	
	1st Speaker of the Opposition 
	D. argues that the solution to the problem proposed by the captain of the Affirmative fails to deal with the problem.

	
	2nd Speaker of the Affirmative 
	E. elaborates on the alternative solution proposed by the 1st speaker of the Opposition.

	
	2nd Speaker of the Opposition 
	F. says that the solution proposed by the captain of the Affirmative does deal with the problem.


	Note:
	The role of speakers above is not a standard formula. It could vary according to the motion, format and actual situation of individual debates.


Learning Activity 6: Noting down the main ideas of a debate
You will watch the video of the debate on bullying again. In pairs, write down the main ideas that the speakers make by completing the chart. The first main idea of each speaker has been provided for you.
	AFFIRMATIVE CAPTAIN 

· Bullying is a major problem and six out of ten students in primary schools have been bullied. 
· 
	OPPOSITION CAPTAIN 

· We accept that the problem of bullying is important.



	AFFIRMATIVE 1ST SPEAKER 

· We agree that we cannot expel 24% of primary students.

	OPPOSITION 1ST SPEAKER 

· My opponent underestimates the difficulty of proving bullying.


	AFFIRMATIVE 2ND SPEAKER 

· Bad intentions exist even if we are positive and loving.

	OPPOSITION 2ND SPEAKER 

· Preventive methods are the best way to deal with bullying as suffering is avoided.   



Learning Activity 7: Revision
In Focuses 1 and 2, you have learnt the key concepts and basic terms of debating. Match the following terms with their definitions on the right.
     Some Basic Debate Terms
	1. Debate

	(      )
	a. the person who judges a debate and gives comments at the end

	2. Motion

	(      )
	b. a counter-argument that challenges the points made by the opponents

	3. Rebuttal

	(      )
	c. the team which argues for the motion and proves the motion is true

	4. Adjudicator

	(      )
	d. a structured argument between two teams of speakers, a battle of oral skills which involves reasoning and logic

	5. Time keeper

	(      )
	e. the team which argues against the motion and proves the motion is false

	6. Proposition / Affirmative team

	(      )
	f. a statement that can be agreed or disagreed with

	7. Opposition / Negative team

	(      )
	g. the debater who opens a debate, defines the motion, advances arguments and outlines what  his / her teammates are going to say

	8. Team captain

	(      )
	h. the debater who elaborates on the arguments made by the captain and 1st speaker of his / her team

	9. 1st speaker

	(      )
	i. the debater who speaks after the team captain, explains why the opposing teams’ ideas are wrong and provides new arguments or elaborations

	10. 2nd speaker

	(      )
	j. the person who rings the bell to remind speakers the time left and stops them from going overtime


Learning Activity 8: Reflection

1. What have I learnt about debating in these two focuses?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What is the most challenging part of debating?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What can I do to improve my debating skills to participate more fully in this module?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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