Learning English through Debating

Identifying and Using Underlying Principles

Learning Activity 1: Warm-up

Your teacher will now lead you to do the voice warm-up activity. Below are some tongue twisters for the warm-up: 

Black bug bit a big black bear. 

Betty Botter bought a bit of bitter butter.
I scream, you scream, we all scream for ice cream!

I saw a saw that could out-saw any other saw I ever saw.

If you wish the wish the witch wishes, I won't wish the wish you wish to wish.

A good cook could cook as much cookies as a good cook who could cook cookies.
Learning Activity 2: Vocabulary

In groups, choose a BINGO card on which vocabulary items related to exams are written. Your teacher will draw a sentence card from a bag and read out a sentence which contains a synonym* of one of the words on your BINGO card. Your task is to identify the word from your BINGO card and cross it out. The first team that matches the pattern (one of the below as specified by the teacher) wins the round. 
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* synonym – a word with the same or nearly the same meaning as another word
CARD 1 

	B
	I
	N
	G
	O

	stop
	easy
	difficult
	funny
	quiet

	negative
	fast
	smart
	private tutorials
	sensible

	nice
	happy
	 
	upset
	pain

	long
	short
	stressful
	significant
	unimportant

	big
	nervous
	positive
	stupid
	useful


CARD 2

	B
	I
	N
	G
	O

	quiet
	negative
	pain
	long
	useful

	funny
	fast
	upset
	short
	stupid

	difficult
	smart
	 
	stressful
	positive

	easy
	private tutorials
	happy
	significant
	nervous

	stop
	sensible
	nice
	unimportant
	big


CARD 3

	B
	I
	N
	G
	O

	easy
	fast
	happy
	short
	nervous

	stop
	negative
	funny
	quiet
	sensible

	smart
	difficult
	 
	private tutorials
	upset

	useful
	significant
	stressful
	big
	pain

	short
	long
	unimportant
	positive
	stupid


Learning Activity 3: Free-writing

In the space below, list some of the exams or tests that you took in the past. In the box below, write down how you felt about them. Try to use some of the words that you have learnt in the BINGO game.
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Learning Activity 4: Brainstorming ideas on the motion

The motion to be debated upon for this lesson is:

Exams should be abolished in schools.

1. Individually, write down as many ideas as you can think of FOR and AGAINST the motion.

2. Get together with three or four other classmates and write your answers in the table below. 

3. Exchange your answer sheet with another group’s and study the arguments they have made. Your teacher will later put up all the sheets on the board.

	For


	Against




Learning Activity 5: Underlying principles in arguments

A. Identifying the underlying principles

Every argument is based on an underlying principle. Underlying principles are ideas within the arguments that the speakers generally believe.
Here are two examples:

Example 1 

	Argument
	Exams should be abolished because they put too much pressure on students.

	Underlying principle
	Too much pressure is bad for students.


Example 2

	Argument
	Exams should not be abolished because we need some way to measure students’ abilities.

	Underlying principle
	Measuring students’ abilities and finding out how well they do in school are important and exams are one means of doing so.


B. Forming rebuttals using the underlying principles 

If you understand the underlying principle of the argument, you can make use of it to form rebuttals. A rebuttal is a counter-argument used to criticise and attack the points made by the opposing team. 

Using the two examples above, we may convert underlying principles to rebuttals / counter-arguments in the following way

	1st Example

	Affirmative argument
	:
	Exams should be abolished because they put too much pressure on students.

	
	
	(

	Underlying principle
	:
	Too much pressure is bad for students.

	
	
	(

	Counter-argument
	:
	Studies show that pressure is good for learning.


	2nd Example

	Opposition argument
	:
	Exams should not be abolished because we need some ways to measure students’ abilities.

	
	
	(

	Underlying principle
	:
	Measuring students’ abilities and finding out how well they do in school are important and exams are one means of doing so.

	
	
	(

	Counter-argument
	:
	Exams are not an effective means to measure students’ abilities.


Practice:
	

	Opposition argument
	:
	Exams should not be abolished because they let teachers know whether students understand the topics taught in class.

	
	
	(

	Underlying principle
	:
	
	

	
	
	(

	Counter-argument
	:
	
	

	


Learning Activity 6: Constructing counter-arguments

Your teacher will divide the class into two sides – the Affirmative and the Opposition.

Look at the arguments collected in Learning Activity 4. With a partner, think of at least three strong arguments to agree (if you are the Affirmative) or disagree (if you are the Opposition) with the motion “Exams should be abolished in schools”. Write them below:
	


In this activity, you need to think of counter-arguments to rebut the points raised by your opponents:
1. Fill in Table A if you are the Affirmative and Table B if you are the Opposition.
2. Write down the arguments proposed by the opposing side in the left column.

3. With a partner, think of some counter-arguments and put them in the right column. Two examples have been provided for you.
Exams should be abolished in schools.
	A
	Opposition team’s
main argument 
	Affirmative team’s 
counter-argument

	e.g.

	Exams should not be abolished because we need some ways to measure students’ abilities. 
	Exams are not an effective means to measure students’ abilities.                   

	
	
	


	B
	Affirmative team’s
main argument 
	Opposition team’s

counter-argument

	e.g.


	Exams should be abolished because they put too much pressure on students. 
	Studies show that pressure can motivate students to learn.  

	
	
	


Learning Activity 7: Mini-debate

One pair of students from the Affirmative side and another pair from the Opposition side will join to form a group of four. The group will then have a discussion or an informal debate on the following motion:
Exams should be abolished in schools.

You will have 15 minutes to discuss. Make sure you take notes during the discussion. These notes will be useful for your writing assignment later on. 
Learning Activity 8: Writing an effective paragraph

A. Components of an effective paragraph


An effective paragraph is usually made up of the following:

1. Topic sentence:

· presents the central idea of the paragraph
· provides a focus and a framework for understanding the rest of the paragraph 
· is normally placed at the beginning of the paragraph
2. Supporting details:
· illustrate and substantiate the central idea / argument stated in the topic sentence

· often include concrete facts or specific cases and examples

· provide reasons to explain and elaborate the main ideas

3. Concluding sentence:

· gives the paragraph a sense of order and completeness
· often restates the central idea of the paragraph
Consider the following paragraph as an example:

(1) Thailand is a nice place to take a vacation. (2) It is always sunny and warm. The beaches are beautiful with soft white sand and clear blue water. There are many good restaurants in Thailand, and most of the big hotels offer terrific entertainments. (3) This is why it is one of the most popular tourist destinations in the world.
B. Practice

PRACTICE 1 – Identifying topic sentences 

What is a topic sentence? A topic sentence is a sentence (usually the opening sentence) that sets out the central idea of the paragraph.
In each of the paragraphs below, which is the topic sentence? Identify and underline it.
1. The students in the class come from many different parts of the world. Some are from European countries such as Germany, Spain and Portugal. Others are from Middle Eastern countries, like Dubai and Iran. A few are from South America like Mexico, Brazil and Argentina. The largest numbers are from Asian countries, such as China and India.
2. There are many reasons why millions of British move every year. Some move to find better jobs or to advance their careers. Others want to experience something new. Still others want to move to a place with less crime. Finally, many people want to move to a place with a lower cost of living.

3. Video games are very popular among secondary school students in Hong Kong. Quite a number of secondary schools have at least one video game centre nearby. After school, a fair number of students like to entertain themselves by visiting these centres. Some are even quite addicted and stay there all evening.
PRACTICE 2 – Writing topic sentences
Decide what each of the following paragraphs is about. Then write a topic sentence for each paragraph in the space provided. Make sure your topic sentence is general enough. An example is given below:

	Parents are role models of children. Children learn how to behave and relate to people from them. In fact, research studies have proved that whether children can successfully develop positive values such as honesty, justice, responsibility and respect for others depends on the mode of parenting.
Suggested answer: Parents play an important role in children’s personal development.


1. In a study carried out in Britain in 2002, most sixth-form students said they were “very stressed” about exams. Here in Hong Kong, the situation is even worse. Ten percent of students have emotional problems because of the stress of exams.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Education researchers have ways of measuring the effectiveness of a test. They have found that good tests are capable of measuring students’ achievements in all subjects. Good tests exist, although the school systems may not always use them correctly. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. In the western world, people do not learn well through memorisation, but Chinese do. This has been proven in scientific studies. If the Chinese way of thinking is different from that of their Western counterparts, they need to have a different system of assessment.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PRACTICE 3 – Providing supporting details
For each topic sentence below, add two or three sentences to make a paragraph.

1. Many students in Hong Kong are stressed because of exams and tests.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Tutorial centres in Hong Kong only focus on helping students to cope with exams.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. The library is the best place to study for exams and tests. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Learning Activity 9: Portfolio Assignment 2

Using the ideas collected from the discussion or mini-debate in Learning Activities 4 – 7, work individually and write two to three paragraphs to argue either FOR or AGAINST the motion “Exams should be abolished in schools”. Remember to use clear topic and concluding sentences and include relevant supporting details. 
Submit your work to the teacher for feedback. Remember to fill in the                “Assignment Checklist” (page S138) and complete the “Reflection Log – Portfolio Assignment 2” (page S140) after your teacher has returned your work.
PORTFOLIO ASSIGNMENT 2
MOTION: Exams should be abolished in schools
	Name
	:
	

	Date
	:
	


AFFIRMATIVE / OPPOSITION *

__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

*  Delete as appropriate

* Use additional sheets if necessary
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I felt:
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