

Learning English through Debating


Speech Writing

Learning Activity 1: Warm-up

In pairs, each student will take turns to pronounce a word from each set of words in the list below while the other student listens and identifies the word pronounced.

After practising with your partner, listen carefully to your teacher as he / she reads out one word from each set of words below. Underline the word you hear. 
/f/ and /v/ in the final position

	(1)
	safe
	save
	
	(2)
	life
	live

	(3)
	leaf
	leave
	
	(4)
	thief
	thieve

	(5)
	relief
	relieve
	
	(6)
	grief

	grieve

	(7)
	calf
	calve
	
	(8)
	half
	halve


/n/ and /l/ in the initial position
	(1)
	knock
	lock
	
	(2)
	net
	let

	(3)
	nip
	lip
	
	(4)
	no
	low


/n/ and /l/ in the medial position
	(1)
	minute
	millet
	
	(2)
	coining
	coiling

	(3)
	winning
	willing
	
	
	
	


/n/ and /l/ in the final position
	(1)
	sane
	sail
	
	(2)
	mine
	mile

	(3)
	moan
	mole
	
	
	
	


Learning Activity 2: Introduction to the topic

Look at the animals below and choose one you would like to keep as a pet. Discuss with a partner, explaining your choice. 
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Learning Activity 3: Reading
Read the article below about domesticated animals.
	Many people like to keep pets such as dogs and cats. But some may like to keep or raise tigers, snakes, lizards or tropical birds. Cats and dogs are what we call domesticated animals1. Domesticated animals are animals that have been selectively bred to live with humans. For example, dogs were once wild animals but over many, many years, humans have taken some dogs away from the wild and into homes. People feed them and provide shelter for them.
On the other hand, wild animals find their own food and they are adapted to living in the wild. For example, an elephant will know where to find water during the dry seasons. Tigers, monkeys and snakes are also wild animals. However, some people think that they can domesticate wild animals and even try to bottle-raise2 them, because they think these animals are beautiful, different and exotic3. Oftentimes an individual wild animal may be tame and appear to be friendly towards humans, but these are exceptional cases of an entire population which still live by their predatory4 instincts in the wild.
The opposite can also happen. If we take domesticated animals such as dogs and cats and allow them to live and breed by themselves, they can become wild. These animals are now called feral animals.


Glossary:
1. domesticated animals – animals that live with people as pets or work for them on a farm
2. bottle-raise – to bottle-raise an animal is to bring it up by feeding it with milk from a bottle
3. exotic – unusual, rare and special
4. predatory – living by killing other animals for food
In pairs, answer the following questions in your own words. Then share your answers with the rest of the class.

1. What is the difference between wild animals and domesticated animals?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Name some wild animals mentioned in the article. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What is meant by feral animals?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Do you think people should have the right to keep wild animals as pets?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Learning Activity 4: Video watching

Watch a video clip on exotic pets. You may either type in “Exotic animals – Why They Shouldn’t Be Kept as Pets?” in the YouTube search engine to locate the video or access it through the following weblink: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AQ8Q3K_h8vI 
Write down at least three arguments against keeping wild animals as pets, based on the video you have watched.
	Why we should NOT keep wild animals as pets

	1.

2.

3.



Can you think of other arguments not covered in the video? Discuss your answers in groups.
	Additional arguments

	


Learning Activity 5: The problem-solution structure

Work in pairs. Your teacher will assign pairs to be the Affirmative and the Opposition.

The motion is:

It should be illegal to tame wild animals as pets.
A. Defining terms

The first step is to define the terms in the motion. With the help of a dictionary or an Internet search, define the terms below:
1. To tame… ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Wild animals
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Pets

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B. Identifying the problem(s)

When preparing for a debate, it is important to consider the arguments from both sides. In pairs, fill in the graphic organisers.
1. Brainstorm the problems caused by not having laws against keeping wild animals as pets which the Affirmative may put forward.
2. Then try to come up with alternative solutions to these problems.


AFFIRMATIVE

One way of approaching the motion is to identify the problem(s) it implies. 

PROBLEM(S) WITH THE CURRENT SITUATION                  SOLUTION PROPOSED



OPPOSITION

One way of tackling the motion is for the Opposition to offer alternative solution(s) to the problem(s) identified by the Affirmative.

PROBLEM(S) WITH THE CURRENT SITUATION         ALTERNATIVE SOLUTION(S)


Learning Activity 6: Elements of a captain speech (the Affirmative)
The following speech by the Affirmative captain follows a problem-solution structure. The speaker establishes the case by stating the existing problems and then proposes the motion as the best solution. Read the speech below and identify the focus of each paragraph. You may use the options more than once.

A. PROBLEM THAT CURRENTLY EXISTS
B. INTRODUCTION

C. DEFINITION

D. SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEM / CONCLUSION

	1
	
	Ladies and gentlemen, our topic is the destructive practice of capturing and keeping wild animals as pets. My team says that this practice is so negative that it should be illegal.

	2
	
	When we say “wild animals”, we mean animals that normally live in nature, not tamed or domesticated. We do not consider a forest dog a wild animal because we know dogs can be tamed. When we say “pet”, we mean an animal that is kept in people’s home as their companion. “Taming”, then, is the process of turning a wild animal into a pet.

	3
	
	First, wild animals are dangerous and will always remain dangerous. Dogs have special genes which allow them to be tame companions of people. Wild animals have no such genes. A chimpanzee may be a pleasant companion for a while, but can always become wild again.

	4
	
	Second, the capture of wild animals is a major problem for the preservation of wildlife. There is a true scene in Gorillas in the Mist, showing the bodies of gorillas who died protecting a baby gorilla. Many times, other animals die as the poacher is trying to capture one alive. 

	5
	
	Third, it is the nature of wild animals to desire freedom. They cannot be happy with us. Wild animals are not adapted to our society.

	6
	
	Taken together, these problems are so severe that the only good answer is to make the practice illegal. Thank you.


Learning Activity 7: Elements of a captain speech (the Opposition)
The following speech by the Opposition captain also follows a problem-solution structure. The speaker dismisses the problems put forward by the Affirmative and offers alternative solutions. Read the speech below and identify the focus of each paragraph. You may use the options more than once.

A. PROBLEM PROPOSED BY THE AFFIRMATIVE TEAM

B. NON-ACCEPTANCE OF THE PROBLEM PROPOSED

C. INTRODUCTION

D. ALTERNATIVE SOLUTION(S) TO THE PROBLEM

	1
	
	Ladies and gentlemen, my opponent has identified two real problems and one false one. The first and second problems can be resolved by other means, and the last does not really exist.

	2
	
	My opponent has argued that wild animals are dangerous. Some are, certainly. There was a case in which a New York man bought a tiger and kept it in his apartment in a high-rise building. The tiger attacked him.

	3
	
	Yet, this case does not show that no wild animal should ever be tamed. What about rabbits? Guinea pigs? Mice? These are examples of wild animals that can be tamed. My opponent’s statement is not generally true.

	4
	
	Certainly, some kinds of animals are threatened with extinction. Yet, can our opponents show that the pet trade is a central problem? My opponent has mentioned a scene from a movie, saying it tells a true story.

	5
	
	Yet, what kind of authority is a Hollywood movie? Where animals are genuinely threatened with extinction, the trade in these animals should be banned. In many cases it is already banned.

	6
	
	Finally, my opponent has offered a strangely circular argument that wild animals desire freedom.

	7
	
	How do we know they desire freedom? Well, they desire freedom because they’re wild. What makes them wild? Well, they are wild because they desire freedom. We don’t need a solution for this problem because it’s not a problem. Thank you.


Learning Activity 8: Signposting

A. Understanding different signposting words

Coherence and linkage within a speech
The use of signposting words and phrases is important as they help the speaker to emphasise their key points and what they plan to do next. 
The following are some common signposting expressions and discourse markers:
· “Ladies and gentlemen, our topic is … / I would like to talk about …” (the topic / an introduction)

· “My team believes that …” (the team’s position)
· “When we say …, we mean / refer to …” (a definition)
· “First, …”, “To begin with, …”  (the first argument)
· “Second, …”, “Third, …”(additional arguments)

· “Above all, …”, “Finally, …” (the last argument)

· “Furthermore, …”, “In addition, …” (an additional point)

· “For example, …”, “For instance, …”, “In fact, …” (an example or fact)

· “Although …”, “It’s true that …” (a concession / partial agreement before counter-argument)

· “However, …”, “On the other hand, …” (a contrasting idea)

· “As a result, …”, “Therefore, …” (a result / consequence)

· “In short, …”, “To sum up, …” (a summary)

· “Clearly, these problems are so severe that the only good answer is …” (a conclusion)

· “Given the above, …”, “Taken together, …”, “For the above reasons, …”, “In conclusion, …” (a conclusion)

· “The above arguments prove that …” (a conclusion)
Referring to others’ speeches

Signposting words are not only used to connect ideas within a speech, but also to make reference to other debaters’ speeches.
1. The opponents’ speeches
In the speech in Learning Activity 7, the Opposition captain refers back to the Affirmative captain’s speech in the following way:

· “Ladies and gentlemen, my opponent has identified two real problems and one false one. The first and second problems can be resolved by other means, and the last does not really exist.” (Introduction)

· “My opponent has argued that wild animals are dangerous. Some are, certainly.” (Remind the audience the Affirmative’s point and concede that it’s true to some extent.)

· “Yet this case does not show that no wild animal should ever be tamed.” (Dismiss the evidence put forward by the opposing team.)
Useful expressions:

· “Ladies and gentlemen, my opponent has pointed out / argued / assumed / asserted that …

· “Yet, … does not show that …”

· “Although it is true that …”
2. Referring to other teammates’ speeches
A speaker could also alert the audience to previous or subsequent speeches made by other team members.
Useful expressions:

· “There is more on this point, and my teammates will further elaborate on it”
· “As said / explained by our team captain, …”
· The first speaker has shown / illustrated / proved to you that …”
B. Practice

Complete the two captain’s speeches on the motion “The death penalty is an appropriate penalty in our legal system” by filling in the blanks with the appropriate signposting words from the list below. You may use the options more than once.

	second

our team will argue that

first

third

ladies and gentlemen

my opponent has asserted that

my opponent has brought up




affirmative Captain’S Speech
1) ___________________________, our topic is whether the death penalty is an appropriate penalty in our legal system. Are there any situations in which a criminal should be killed? 2) _______________________________  the answer to this question is “yes”. We will not argue that any real system is accurate or just in its application of the death penalty, only that the death penalty should be applied in some cases.

We have three principles: basic justice, deterrence, and prevention of future crimes. I will deal briefly with each of these, and my teammates will build the case.

First, the death penalty is naturally appropriate in dealing with criminals who kill others. Criminals have no equality between themselves and others. To kill another person is to say, “I have a right to life and you haven't”. If a criminal kills another person, we must show the world that the criminal has lost that right to life himself. If we do not, justice will be lost.

3) ______________, the death penalty is a deterrent*. There are people who have no feeling for others. They are not capable of saying, “I will not kill this person because this is a human being like myself”. The only thing that will keep them from crime is fear, and all human beings naturally fear death.

4) ______________, let us look at the comparison with the only real alternative: prison. If the justice system executes a person, that person will never commit the crime again. If we send that person to prison, we cannot be sure that the criminal will not commit the crime again. The criminal may commit a murder in prison. He may even escape. And in many systems there is a system of parole#, so even with life imprisonment, the criminal will in time be free again to commit a crime.

That is the outline of our case. Thank you.

* deterrent – a prevention against something
#  parole – release of a prisoner before the end of his sentence
opposition Captain’s SPeech
1) _________________________, in this debate, it is important to get a true understanding of justice. The Affirmative supports the death penalty for three reasons: basic justice, deterrence and the prevention of future crime. I will take their points in order to prove them wrong and show you why the death penalty is unjust and inappropriate. 

2) ___________, I want to dispute my opponent's understanding of basic justice. He is proposing to show the world that we value life by killing people. This is pure revenge and shows no respect for life. He speaks as though people had a character that could not change: someone commits a murder, so the criminal will always be a criminal. But how can we rule out the possibility that a criminal may reform and be good again?

Second, 3) _________________________ the death penalty is a deterrent. Can they provide evidence to show that the death penalty deters murder? I would suggest that there is no such evidence. Take Hong Kong, which has no death penalty, as an example. Hong Kong is a stable and peaceful city and its crime rate is far lower than that of many places where the death penalty is in place.
Third, 4) ___________________________ a point on the prevention of future crimes. We concede that a dead person will commit no more crimes – but that assumes we put the right person to death. People have often been condemned to death, but new evidence shows that the person is innocent. What are we to do about this? If the wrong person is condemned, there is no basic justice. If the public knows that innocent people are condemned, there is no deterrence. Worst of all, a dead person cannot be pardoned or compensated for his suffering. Death is permanent. We can't go back and say sorry. 
Given that the death penalty shows no respect for life or deterrent effect, and that the process of a trial is imperfect, we have no right to do anything so cruel and irreversible as to kill the criminal. Thank you.

	Learning Activity 9: Writing a structured and persuasive speech


A. Understanding the features of a general persuasive speech

Read the Opposition captain’s speech on the motion “The death penalty is an appropriate penalty in our legal system” again. Pay attention to its structure. 

	Ladies and gentlemen, in this debate, it is important to get a true understanding of justice. The Affirmative supports the death penalty for three reasons: basic justice, deterrence and the prevention of future crime. I will take their points in order to prove them wrong and show you why the death penalty is unjust and inappropriate. 
	INTRODUCTION

THESIS STATEMENT

	First, I want to dispute my opponent's understanding of basic justice. He is proposing to show the world that we value life by killing people. This is pure revenge and shows no respect for life. He speaks as though people had a character that could not change: someone commits a murder, so the criminal will always be a criminal. But how can we rule out the possibility that a criminal may reform and be good again?
	ARGUMENT 1

ELABORATION

	Second, my opponent has asserted that the death penalty is a deterrent. Can they provide evidence to show that the death penalty deters murder? I would suggest that there is no such evidence. Take Hong Kong, which has no death penalty, as an example. Hong Kong is a stable and peaceful city and its crime rate is far lower than that of many places where the death penalty is in place.
	ARGUMENT 2

ELABORATION

	Third, my opponent has brought up a point on the prevention of future crimes. We concede that a dead person will commit no more crimes – but that assumes we put the right person to death. People have often been condemned to death, but new evidence shows that the person is innocent. What are we to do about this? If the wrong person is condemned, there is no basic justice. If the public knows that innocent people are condemned, there is no deterrence. Worst of all, a dead person cannot be pardoned or compensated for his suffering. Death is permanent. We can't go back and say sorry.
	ARGUMENT 3

ELABORATION

	Given that the death penalty shows no respect for life or deterrent effect, and that the process of a trial is imperfect, we have no right to do anything so cruel and irreversible as to kill the criminal. Thank you.
	CONCLUSION

RESTATING THESIS 


B. Reflection
Discuss the following questions with your partner.

1. Is the Opposition captain’s speech persuasive? Why or why not?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What are the features of a persuasive speech?

	· 


Learning Activity 10: Portfolio Assignment 5

After you have learnt the key components and structure of a persuasive speech, it is your turn to write a speech on the following motion:

The death penalty is an appropriate penalty in our legal system.

Study both captains’ speeches in Learning Activity 8. Write a speech for the Affirmative 1st speaker in response to Opposition captain’s speech. You should:

· respond to the key points raised in the Opposition captain’s speech

· have a clear introduction and conclusion

· present and sequence your points in a logical manner

· include in each of the body paragraphs a topic sentence and supporting details

· use signposting words to guide your audience to the main ideas

Remember to fill in the “Assignment Checklist” (page S138) and complete the    “Reflection Log – Portfolio Assignment 5” (page S143) after your teacher has returned your work.

PORTFOLIO ASSIGNMENT 5

	Motion
	:
	

	Name
	:
	

	Date
	:
	


	AFFIRMATIVE 1st Speaker’s Speech
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

	________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________


* Use additional sheets if necessary






























I will choose the ___________________ as a pet because ________________________


_______________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________.



















































































It should be illegal to tame wild animals      as pets.
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