Learning English through Debating


	
Focus 10: Teamwork

Objectives

By the end of the focus, students will be better able to:
· organise a team effectively
· understand the value of teamwork in debating
Time Needed

· 50 minutes
Learning / Teaching / Assessment Tasks / Activities

· In groups, students build a free-standing structure using newspaper
· They reflect on the importance of teamwork at different stages of debating             by completing a worksheet
Materials Required

· Handouts on “Teamwork”
· Old newspaper

· Masking tape
· A whistle




Teamwork
Teacher’s Notes

Introduction
The learning activities in this focus enable students to discern the importance of teamwork in debating.
Students should be reminded to begin the preparation for their final debates a week in advance. Go through the handouts in Focus 12 with students so that they have an idea what is expected of them and encourage them to make use of their free time to research for their debates.
Learning Activity 1: Newspaper shelter
35 minutes
A. Building the newspaper shelter

Tell students that they are to practise working as a team and explain how they should carry out the task. Students will build a free-standing shelter in groups of eight to twelve people with newspaper and masking tape. Prepare separate stacks of newspaper and masking tape for each team before class.

There will be two stages:
1. A planning stage, in which they may only speak English
2. A building stage, in which no one may speak
Allow them 20 minutes to plan how to build the shelter and give them another 20 minutes to build it.
In the planning stage, if a group is out of ideas, give them some suggestions such as advising them to make something like pillars by twisting the newspaper tightly or wrapping it with masking tape.
You should observe how students work together to build the shelter. Takes notes on students’ actions that are worth discussing. For example, if one student stands back and watches for a few minutes, then does something to help the process, write this down. If one team loses time because too many people are trying to do the same thing, write this down. Be ready to share with students some of your observations during the post-activity reflection (Part B).
Walk round the room to check the shelters and ask students not in the group to applaud to show their approval of the various shelters. Declare the winning team and present prizes.
B. Post-activity reflection
In groups, students will answer the questions on their handouts. Two members from each group will present their answers to the whole class.

Learning Activity 2: Teamwork in debating

15 minutes
Students will remain in their own team, reflect on their experience of building the shelter and consider how they should collaborate in the process of debating. Some of the teams will be invited to share their reflections.
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