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Preface
This resource package is designed and developed in support of the English Language Curriculum and Assessment Guide (Secondary 4 – 6) (2007) and the Suggested Schemes of Work for the Elective Part of the Three-year Senior Secondary English Language Curriculum (Secondary 4 – 6) (2007)(. It provides learning resources and teaching ideas for the development and implementation of the elective module “Learning English through Drama”.

Aims
The rationale behind the package is that students will have ample opportunities to enrich their English learning experience and extend a range of language abilities through exploring drama. Carefully designed and sequenced, the materials and activities in this package aim to:

· strengthen students’ skills of understanding dramatic texts through reading and writing;
· enhance students’ oral and listening skills by encouraging them to experiment with language in different roles and dramatic contexts;
· encourage students to give expression to imaginative ideas and exercise their creativity through script writing and dramatic performance; and
· raise students’ awareness of how language is used to create effects.
How to use this resource package
This resource package comprises student’s handouts, teacher’s notes, supplementary materials and a CD-ROM. It covers the key focuses suggested in the SoWs for the module, i.e. “Drama Vocabulary”, “Stress and Intonation”, “Identification and Expression of Emotions, Feelings and Motivations”, “Stages of Script Writing”, “Role-play of a Short Scene”, “Writing Short Scenes and Giving a Dramatic Reading” and “Performing a Play”. The package takes students through different stages, from understanding and developing a script to giving a dramatic performance. Students are provided with the basic knowledge and skills for drama in the earlier sections. They are then engaged in writing short scenes, developing a script and performing dramatised reading or a play in the later sections. Given the range of learning activities in this package, teachers are encouraged to exercise careful planning, be selective about the materials and freely adapt them to suit their school contexts and students’ needs, interests and abilities.

Student’s Handouts

The learning activities on the student’s handouts (indicated by the page number prefix ‘S’) are categorised according to the main skill(s) practised, for example, reading, writing, listening, speaking, or a combination of these. They engage learners in a variety of ways, encouraging personal response and discussion, demanding critical thinking and appreciation, and providing stimuli for creative work.
Teacher’s Notes

The teacher’s notes (indicated by the page number prefix ‘T’) provide explanations of teaching steps and alternative teaching suggestions as to how to carry out the activities. Where appropriate, teachers may feel free to select and flexibly adapt the activities into assessment tasks to promote learning and teaching. 

To help teachers to support “less advanced students” and stretch “more advanced students”, additional suggestions are contained in the “Catering for Learner Diversity” boxes. Language notes are also provided, where appropriate, to draw teachers’ attention to grammar and vocabulary items that can be introduced in connection with a particular learning activity.

Suggested time allocations have been provided for each activity for teachers’ reference during lesson planning. However, the suggested time is for indicative purposes only and will vary according to learners’ needs and abilities. Teachers should use their professional judgement to gauge appropriate timings with a particular group of students in mind.
Supplementary Materials 

The supplementary materials section provides additional teaching suggestions, materials and resources for teachers’ use and reference. The following items are included in this section:

Feedback forms for script writing and role-play or performance are provided to facilitate peer or teacher assessment in the course of the module. Teachers should feel free to adapt the assessment criteria on the forms to suit the needs of students. 

Ice-breaking and team-building activities are also provided. Teachers are encouraged to make use of them to enhance students’ confidence and build a positive and relaxed learning environment.


References to books and websites where useful language learning and drama teaching materials can be accessed are included in the Bibliography. The weblinks or addresses provided, which were accurate at the time this package was published, are yet subject to change. Teachers might like to make use of a search engine to regain access to any resources that have been relocated, or may look for similar resources on the web.

CD-ROM

The CD-ROM consists of an electronic version of the learning and teaching materials in this resource package, as well as recordings that support some of the learning activities in the package. The text files are available in both PDF and MS WORD formats for ease of use and adaptation. The audio recordings in the CD-ROM include examples of dramatic reading that help to demonstrate aspects such as use of stress and intonation. Track numbers of the recordings are provided in the explanations for relevant activities and on the cover page of each focus in the teacher’s notes. 
To further support the implementation of the module, other relevant online teaching resource materials for each module have been developed and can be accessed at the English Language Education Section website <http://cd.edb.gov.hk/eng>.  
( From this point forwards referred to as SoWs
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