Learning English through Drama


	Focus: Drama Vocabulary
Objectives
By the end of the lessons, students will be better able to:

· understand and use some drama vocabulary

Time Needed
· 2 hours
Learning/Teaching/Assessment Tasks/Activities
· In pairs or small groups, students talk about their favourite films, plays, TV shows and actors

· They match common words/phrases used to talk about drama with their definitions

· They complete a gap-filling activity using the drama vocabulary they have learned

Materials Required
· A handout on drama vocabulary (“Talking about Drama”)

· (Optional) Film reviews from newspapers or magazines



Talking about Drama

  Teacher’s Notes
Introduction:
These activities introduce students to the module and give them a chance to share their understanding of drama in general, and how drama can help them to develop their English. Key drama vocabulary is also introduced. By the end of the lessons, students should be able to use a number of basic vocabulary items to discuss drama.

Learning Activity 1

Discussion 

40 minutes
For this discussion, it will be most productive if students form groups of three or four, and if they are required to take notes. This will help to keep their discussions focussed. You can monitor the different groups, providing feedback, asking questions to prompt further discussion, and assisting with vocabulary.

	Note:

Learning Activity 1 can be done in conjunction with one or two warm-up drama games. This will probably take up a double period. Some suggested drama games can be found in the “Supplementary Materials” section (“Ice-breakers, Warmers and Team-building Activities”).




There are no “correct” answers in this activity, but a few things should be borne in mind:

· For question 1, the most important language areas are pronunciation (especially sentence stress and intonation), oral fluency and writing. Students’ vocabulary will also develop, but the details of this development will depend on what scripts they choose to read and/or write.
· For question 2, it is not necessary for students to elaborate on the details of their previous experience with drama in this warm-up activity. If students find it difficult to explain their drama experience, you may wish to prompt them using the following table.
	
	
	Yes
(
	No

(
	If yes, when/where did this happen? (At school/ In a drama group?) Did you enjoy it?

	1. I have performed in a drama show…

	…in Chinese
	
	
	

	
	…in English
	
	
	

	2. I have studied drama before…

	…in Chinese
	
	
	

	
	…in English
	
	
	

	3. I have written a drama script…

	…in Chinese
	
	
	

	
	…in English
	
	
	


· For questions 3 and 4, it may be that students are not familiar with the English names of Hong Kong actors/actresses/films. For the sake of this activity, the use of Cantonese names is acceptable, but teachers may wish, as a homework assignment, to ask students to use the Internet to find out the English names/titles.  
· It may be difficult for some students to explain their likes and dislikes in detail. This is partly a matter of experience – most people are not accustomed to elaborating on why they like or dislike certain actors, or films – and partly a matter of vocabulary. Again, the activity is intended only as a warm-up, so short answers are acceptable.

	Catering for Learner Diversity

For less advanced students:

It may be helpful to remind students of expressions to express likes/dislikes, such as the following:

I’m [not] really into…

I’m [not] keen on…

I’m [not] a big fan of…

… is my favourite…

I’m not wild about…

I can’t stand…

I love…

… is a waste of time.

I enjoy…

… because he’s/she’s/it’s    funny

                                       scary

I find…(e.g. the film)         boring

                                       exciting

                                       entertaining

For more advanced students: 
You may decide that you would like to work on students’ critical and descriptive vocabulary (words and phrases such as “believable”, “suspenseful”, “well-written”, “hilarious” and the like).



Learning Activity 2
Vocabulary 

80 minutes 
Answers – A:
Nouns

1. People
	audience
	The people who watch a play, film or TV show

	cast
	All the actors in a film or play

	character
	A person in a story, film, etc.

	director
	Someone who tells the actors in a film or play what to do

	narrator
	The person who tells the story in a book, film, play, etc.


2. Physical Things
	costumes
	Clothes that actors wear 

	make-up
	The “paint” that actors put on their faces

	props
	Objects used in a film or play

	script
	The written text of a film or play

	stage
	The raised area in a theatre where actors perform


3. Concepts
	acts (n.)
	The longer parts a play is divided into

	dialogue
	The words that characters say in a book, play or film

	play (n.)
	A story that is written for actors to present, usually in a theatre

	role/part
	A character played by an actor or actress

	scenes
	The short parts of a film, play or story in which the events happen in one place

	setting
	The place where the story happens

	stage directions     
	The words in a play that describe where the action takes place, the way the characters speak, etc.


   Verbs

	express
	To show an emotion by using your voice and body language

	learn your lines
	To memorise the words you have to say in a play 

	perform
	To entertain people by acting, singing, dancing, etc.

	project 
	To make your voice loud, so that people can hear you easily from far away

	rehearse
	To practise the words and actions of a play


Answers - B:
	1. I didn’t like the show, because there were only four people in it. I prefer shows with a bigger cast.
2. On The Simpsons, I like Bart the best – he’s my favourite character.
3. The director is the person in charge of a theatre production. He or she decides on many things:  what costumes the actors will wear, what kind of make-up they’ll have on their faces and what props they will carry.
4. In order to write dialogue* that sounds realistic, it’s important to listen to the way people talk in real life. Also, you’ll find it easier to learn your lines if they seem natural.
5. If you want the audience to hear you when you’re standing on the stage, you need to project your voice.
6. I like watching movies and TV, but I haven’t been to see a live play for years – it’s always so expensive! Still, it’s very exciting to watch actors perform in person.
7. The text of a piece of drama is known as a script. It’s usually divided into big sections, called acts, and each of these is divided into smaller sections known as scenes. 

8. If you don’t rehearse many times, you won’t be able to play your role/part well. As the old saying goes, practice makes perfect!
9. A: “The whole movie takes place in a kitchen.”
B: “Really? What a boring setting!”
10. A good actor can express a wide range of emotions, using his voice, his face and his body language.
11. Sometimes a play has stage directions in the script, which describe the location, the appearance of the characters and the way they say their lines. In a radio play, this information can be spoken by a narrator, who helps to tell the story.



*This word exists in both countable and uncountable forms, but the plural ‘dialogues’ is not common in standard English when referring to drama. (“I like that movie, but the dialogues aren’t dialogue isn’t very realistic.”)
	Catering for Learner Diversity
The vocabulary chosen here is the basic language needed for talking about drama. Depending on students’ level, you may choose to make the task easier or more challenging.

For less advanced students:
· For Learning Activity 2A, you may ask students to deal with one to two groups of words at a time instead of introducing all vocabulary items all at once. 
· Before starting Learning Activity 2B, you may add a consolidation activity that helps students to remember the words they learnt in Learning Activity 2A. Arrange the students in pairs. Student A reads definitions to Student B, who has to supply the corresponding word from memory. They then swap roles.

· Alternatively, you may set up a whole-class competition – the class is divided into two teams (A and B), and each team member has a number (A1, B1, A2, B2 and so on). In turns, one member of each team goes to the board. The teacher reads out a definition, and the first student to write the corresponding word/phrase gains a point for his/her team. Fellow team members can call out hints and suggestions (without, of course, looking at the handout).  
· For Learning Activity 2B, you may focus students’ attention on only some key vocabulary items and reduce the number of gaps they have to fill in according to the items they have covered in Learning Activity 2A.
For more advanced students:
· Ask students to cover the key words/phrases in Learning Activity 2A and try to supply the words on their own by looking at the definitions.

· Add more words/expressions (e.g. “stage fright”, “critic”, “curtain call”).
· Supplement students’ vocabulary by having them read movie reviews from HK Magazine, the South China Morning Post or websites such as “the Movie Review Query Engine” <http://www.mrqe.com>, and highlight key drama vocabulary.

· Another useful website for relevant vocabulary is: 

http://www.nonstopenglish.com/allexercises/vocabulary/Vocabulary-art_and_entertainment.asp



	Note:
You may decide to expand this activity by working on pronunciation, collocation and/or word families. Some examples are provided below.

1. Several of the words have more than one meaning/part of speech:
· Act 
(n.) – a section of a play, e.g. The king is killed in Act I.
(v.) – to play a dramatic role, e.g. He acts his part well in the play.
· Cast 
(n.) – the group of actors in a play or film, e.g. The play has an all-female cast.
(v.) – to choose people as performers, e.g. John is cast in the lead role.
· Play 
(n.) – a piece of dramatic writing, e.g. The play is a comedy.
(v.) – to act a part, e.g. He played Romeo in the school production.
2. You may wish to do some work on:
· Word families

e.g. perform/performance/performer; rehearse/rehearsal
· Collocation

e.g. play a part/role; perform in a play; project one’s voice; say one’s lines
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