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Learning Activity 1

Reading and Discussion
1. Read the following outline of the story “Ricky and the Social Worker”
.
	Ricky and the Social Worker
· Ricky Lee lives with his father, Steven, who is a heavy drinker and a violent man. His father treats him cruelly and hits him. Ricky decides to leave home.

· He goes to his friend Ryan Lam’s house. He asks Ryan’s parents, Paul and Grace, if he can stay with them. They agree. 

· Ricky tells Ryan about his problems. Ryan is shocked to learn about Ricky’s situation.

· Ricky is not a good houseguest. He plays his music very loud, never helps Ryan to tidy up their bedroom, and is caught stealing money from Grace’s purse. 

· Paul and Grace have a conversation and decide that Ricky should not stay with them any longer. They explain their decision to Ryan. Ryan is upset, but he understands his parents’ point of view. 

· Ryan explains the situation to Ricky. Ricky asks Ryan to speak to Paul and Grace again, and give him another chance. 

· Ryan speaks to Paul and Grace. They refuse to change their minds, and phone a social worker. 

· The social worker, Fanny, comes to the house to speak to Ricky and Ryan’s family. She agrees to visit Steven so that she can have a better idea of Ricky’s home life. 

· She goes to Ricky’s home, and Steven is drunk and is very rude to her. He insists that she bring Ricky back home. 

· Fanny goes back to her office and speaks to her boss. Her boss understands that it is a difficult situation, but points out that they cannot force Ryan’s family to keep Ricky if they do not want to. 

· Fanny returns to Ryan’s home and gives Ricky the bad news. She says that Ricky has only two choices – he must go back to his father or live in a children’s home. Ricky does not like the idea of a children’s home and refuses to go. He starts to cry, and promises that he will behave better in future if Ryan’s parents will allow him to stay with them. 

· Ryan’s parents are still not sure whether Ricky should stay with them. They decide to take him to his home so that they can speak to Steven.  
· At Steven’s home, they realise that he is a very bad parent, and that Ricky’s bad behaviour is caused by this negative environment. They decide that they will let Ricky stay with them.



2. Work in your pair or group to divide the outline into scenes. If you wish, you may decide to:
· divide the outline into two acts, and then to divide those acts into scenes

· add or take out details from the outline

	Example:

ACT ONE, Scene 1

· Ricky Lee lives with his father, Steven, who is a heavy drinker and a violent man. His father treats him cruelly and hits him. Ricky decides to leave home.

ACT ONE, Scene 2

· He goes to his friend Ryan Lam’s house. He asks Ryan’s parents, Paul and Grace, if he can stay with them. They agree. 




3. Compare your work with those of other groups. Did you divide the outline in the same places? Explain why you divide the outline into acts and scenes the way you did.

Learning Activity 2

Discussion 

Work with your partner(s) to enrich your outline. You should do at least two of the following:
· You should decide what characters will appear in your script. You may want to add some characters that are not mentioned in the outline. (For example, perhaps Ryan and Ricky discuss Ricky’s problems with a school friend.)

· You may add more details to the story. (For example, perhaps Ricky commits a crime outside of Ryan’s house.) 

· You may add a narrator – i.e. someone who tells parts of the story, rather than acting them out.

Learning Activity 3

Group Writing

Re-read the outline you have further developed and then identify two important scenes. For each scene, work together to write:

· the narrator’s narration

· the characters’ dialogue

· some simple stage directions following the example below (optional)
Example:

	Introduction



	Narrator: 


	Family life isn’t always easy. Here is the story of a student named Ricky Lee who has to cope with a violent father, and learns that there are still good people in the world.  

	ACT ONE, Scene 1

The scene takes place in the flat shared by Ricky Lee and his father, Steven. The flat is small and dirty because Ricky’s mother has died and Steven is always drunk and does not do any housework. Loud music is playing in the background. Steven is sitting at a table and Ricky is on the sofa.



	Steven:
	I’ve told you a hundred times! Stop playing that stupid music! 



	Ricky:
	But Dad, it’s my favourite song! 



	Steven:
	I don’t care about what you like, just turn it off! I have a headache. Bring me some more wine. 



	Ricky:


	Dad, I think you’ve had enough to drink. And anyway, we can’t afford all this wine. You should spend your money on food! I never have enough to eat. 



	Steven:


	Don’t tell me how to live! I’m your father. I make the rules here. 

	Ricky:


	But you know I’m right! Ever since mum died you’ve been a completely different person. You used to be so nice to me and now you just shout. 



	Steven:
	Shut up! Where’s my wine? 



	Ricky:


	Get it yourself. 

	Steven:
	How dare you!

	He stands up and goes to the sofa. He grabs Ricky’s shirt and pulls him up. He slaps Ricky across the face. 



	Ricky:


	That’s it! I’m leaving! 

	He runs out of the flat. 

 

	Steven:


	Go! I don’t want you here anyway! 

	He opens a bottle of wine and drinks from the bottle. 

	End of Scene 1
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� The story outline is adapted from “Ricky and the Social Worker” by Dino Mahoney.
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