Learning English through Drama


	Focus: Role-play of a Short Scene
Objectives
By the end of the lessons, students will be better able to:

· role-play a short scene

· reflect on their own performance

· demonstrate awareness of how a role-play can be evaluated

Time Needed
· 2 hours 
Learning/Teaching/Assessment Tasks/Activities
· In pairs, students read the information on role-play cards and then act out the conflict-based situations described on their cards

· They then take part in a reflective discussion about the process of taking part in the role-play

· They work together to write scripts based on their role-play conversations

· (Optional) They perform their finished scripts for classmates, after adding stage directions and/or marking the scripts for stress and intonation

· (Optional) They assess each other’s performance in role-plays

Materials Required
· A handout on role-plays (“Creating Drama through Conflict”)

· Role-play cards

· CD (Tracks 18-19)
· “Role-play/Performance Feedback Form” (from the “Supplementary Materials” section)



Creating Drama through Conflict

Teacher’s Notes

Introduction:
Conflict is an essential element in drama. These activities give students opportunities to practise speaking, listening and writing through dramatic role-plays, while making them more aware of the role conflict plays in enriching a script. Students will take part in dramatic role-play conversations involving conflict between characters, then reflect on their experience in the role-play and write a short dramatic script/scene containing conflict.
Learning Activity 1

Reading and Writing
20 minutes
Students should pay attention to the fact that both characters (A and B) insist on “sticking to their guns” – A wants to start dating, and B refuses to permit it.
It may be worth reminding students that even in this short conversation, Character A tries a number of tactics. Character B is obliged to respond to each of these tactics using other strategies. This makes the conversation more dynamic. By contrast, if Character B simply said “No”, there would be no drama, as there would be no give and take. There would also be no drama if Character B said “Yes”, or Character A gave up.
When students are writing their own scripts, they should be aware of the need for characters to change tactics, so that the script does not become repetitive.
Possible answers:

	Strategies 
	Examples from the sample script
	Examples you can think of based on the situation on your role card

	1. Asking questions 
	A: Why can’t I?
	

	2. Appealing to others’/ peers’ behaviour
	A: But all my classmates are doing it.
	

	3. Criticising or accusing the other party
	A: You never let me do anything I want to do! You are so controlling!
	

	4. Rejecting the other party’s view on the issue
	B: That’s not true. I just don’t think you are ready to start dating. 
A: I am not young anymore. I am already sixteen!
	

	5. Standing firm/Not conceding 
	B: I’ve already said no.
A: I will still go ahead whether you like it or not.
	

	6. Evading the issue
	B: I don’t care what you think.
	

	7. Using imperatives and giving orders
	B: Do as I say!
	


Learning Activity 2
Role-play
80 minutes 
1. Put students into pairs. (If there is an odd number of students, one student can act as audience/monitor for one of the pairs.) Alternatively, one of the roles can be doubled up.
2. In each pair, designate one student as A and the other as B. Photocopy the role cards and distribute them to each pair. Remind students that they should not look at each other’s cards.
3. Give students time to read the information on their cards. Circulate to deal with vocabulary questions as needed.
4. Remind students that conflict is essential to drama, and that both partners should continue to fight for what they want for as long as possible, using as many strategies covered in the table as they can. You may also ask students to think about how the characters in stories, plays or films they know fight for the things they want and encourage them to come up with more strategies.
5. Circulate during the preparation time to monitor students’ progress, comment on their lines and ideas and share examples of good tactics/strategies in class.
6. After the given preparation time, instruct students to play out the role-play situations in pairs. Allow the activity to continue as long as the majority of students are engaged in the discussion. Circulate in order to monitor and encourage students to stay on task.
	Note: 

For this activity to work effectively, students should be looking at one another and not reading from their note cards. It is important to give them enough time to memorise the ideas on the cards before starting the role-play.



	Catering for Learner Diversity

For less advanced students:

It may be helpful to do some/all of the following:
· Start by adding an extra step before Step 1 of Learning Activity 2:
Put students into groups according to their role (for example, putting all the 1As together, the 1Bs together, etc). They can take a few minutes to brainstorm ideas for what they could say in the role-play, how they could use the suggested strategies to sustain the confrontation and what other strategies they could think of. Then, when they sit with their partner (for example, 1A with 1B, etc), they will be better prepared for the role-play. 
· Pre-teach vocabulary that is likely to arise in the various situations – what phrases would a teenager use to get something from a parent? What phrases would a parent use in response? 

Examples:

“Teenager” expressions: 
· “Mum, that’s not fair!”

· “But all my classmates are doing it!”

· “Please! I promise I’ll do extra homework next week.”
“Parent” expressions:
· “I’ve already said no!”

· “Do as you’re told!”

· “I don’t care what all your classmates are doing!”

· “In my home, you have to live by my rules.”
You may wish to limit or reduce the number of situations to make pre-teaching easier and the task more manageable for students.
A sample script has also been provided below, based on Situation 2. There is also an audio recording of this script in the accompanying CD (Tracks 18 – 19).

For more advanced students:
· Students can swap roles half-way through the conversation. 

· Students can write extra ideas on the situation cards and then swap cards with other pairs. 

· Students can create their own situations. 




Sample script (based on Situation 2)
An audio recording of this script can be found on the accompanying CD (Tracks 18 – 19). 

Student A: Hey Tommy, can you do me a favour?

Student B: What?

A:  You know the test we have today? 

B:  Yes…

A:  I need your help.

B:  What kind of help?

A:  You need to let me copy your work.

B:  Why?

A:  I haven’t studied. 

B:  That’s not my problem.

A:  But you’re my friend!

B:  Too bad. You should have studied.

A:  Please? My parents will kill me if I fail this test!

B:  Why didn’t you think of that before?

A:  Look, just be my friend and help me. 

B:  No. You’re not my real friend. 

A:  What are you talking about?

B:  Karen told me the things you’ve been saying about me.

A:  What?

B:  She told me you were making jokes about me. 

A:  I wasn’t! Karen is lying!

B:  Why should I believe you?

A:  Because I’m your friend! Come on! I would help you!

B:  I don’t need your help, you don’t even study.

A:  Please? I’ll really be in trouble if I don’t pass this test.

B:  Well, I’ll be in trouble if the teacher catches us.

A:  He won’t catch us!

B:  I’ve already said no. 

Learning Activity 3
Feedback Discussion
20 minutes
Encourage students (still in their pairs) to discuss the reflective questions in as much detail as possible. To “raise the stakes”, you may want to tell students that they may be randomly selected to share their answers with the whole class.

The focus of this activity is to raise students’ awareness of:
· the importance of conflict in creating drama
· the different directions that conversations can take when two people are both trying to achieve something
· the emotional power that words can have 
This awareness will help students to become better at offering critiques of scripts, and to become better writers of short scripts.
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Drama Resource Package











Situation 4


Student B


You’re a teacher. You’ve found a very impolite drawing of yourself, and you’re sure it was drawn by a student.


You think that Student A knows who did it.


Student A tries to avoid answering your questions. You are tired of this kind of attitude and behaviour.


You have always been very fair to all your students.


Try to get Student A to tell who drew the picture.











Situation 4


Student A


You’re a student. Your teacher (Student B) has asked you to stay after class. You think it’s because of a very impolite drawing of the teacher that another student has made.


The student who drew the picture is a bully, and you’re scared of him/her. If you tell the teacher who did it, you will be in trouble with the bully.


The teacher has always been too strict, and you aren’t surprised that someone drew that kind of picture.


You don’t want to be punished for something that wasn’t your fault.


Try to avoid telling Student B who drew the picture.














Situation 3


Student A


You’re a student. You got back your writing examination paper last week. You received a low mark, and you think that the teacher (Student B) has been too strict in grading your composition.


You might fail the subject if you don’t pass the writing examination.


Your parents will be very angry with you.


Your have always worked hard in the teacher’s class.


Try to convince Student B to re-mark your composition.











Situation 3


Student B


You’re a teacher. You returned the writing examination papers last week, and one of your students (Student A) did very poorly. S/he would like you to re-mark her/his composition and has asked to meet you after class.


You’re sure the student hasn’t worked up to standard.


You are always very careful about your marking.


Too many students have been complaining to you lately, and you’ve had enough.


Refuse to re-mark Student A’s composition.























Situation 2


Student B


You’re a student. There’s a big test today. You’ve studied very hard, and you know that you’re going to get a good mark. Your friend (Student A) is always lazy and doesn’t study.


You are tired of always doing favours for Student A.


You will get into serious trouble if you are caught helping Student A to cheat.


You have heard that Student A has been saying unkind things about you in secret.


Do not agree to Student A’s request.














Situation 2


Student A


You’re a student. There’s a big test today. You haven’t studied, and you know that your friend (Student B) will get a very good mark on the test. You would never cheat in ordinary circumstances, but this is an emergency.


You are very likely to fail the subject if you don’t do well in this test.


Your parents will be very angry with you.


You have done many favours for your friend.


Try to convince Student B to let you copy his/her work during the test.











Situation 1


Student A


You’re a secondary school student. Your best friend is having a birthday party on Thursday evening. You really want to go, even though you have a big test on Friday afternoon. 


You’re sure you can pass the test without studying.


Your friend will be very angry with you if you miss the party.


Everyone else in the class is going – it’s going to be great!


Try to convince your mother/father (Student B) to let you go.














Situation 1


Student B


You’re a parent. Your son/daughter (Student A) needs to study more. S/he has become rather lazy, and there’s an important test tomorrow.


You think that Student A is becoming over-confident.


You don’t like your son’s/ daughter’s best friend.


You can’t afford to give your son/daughter any money for a birthday gift.


Do not agree to let Student A go to the party.
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