Learning English through Popular Culture

Gadget Columns
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Learning Activity 1

[image: image2.jpg]


Speaking

Gadgets? Who needs them?

	Choose the correct definition of the word ‘gadget’

(a)
an object for children to play with

(b)
a large pink or yellow fruit

(c)
a small, useful, cleverly-designed machine




Instructions 

	You need:  
two people to discuss ideas

To play:  
Rank the gadgets you see below on a scale of 1-4, and give 


reasons for your opinions



1 = I really need this gadget



4 = I can’t imagine anyone who would need this gadget
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Learning Activity 2
Reading and Vocabulary

Meeting a person’s gadget needs

	You need:  
four people to play; choose a person / card to play with

To play:  
Read the four descriptions of gadgets below and decide which one 
your character really needs. Justify why you should have this gadget                            to the people in your group.










Learning Activity 3
Grammar, Vocabulary and Listening

Describing and selecting gadgets
A
Language Study – Evaluating gadgets
Look at the list of expressions below from the gadget columns.  Use the questions to discuss the language you see in the box.
	(a)
Savvy, flip phone …
(b)
Not only … but (also) …
(c)
The (phone’s) … means it’s …

(d)
Featuring a … , it is a model to be prized …
(e)
This powerful, yet simple … allows you to …

(f)
It’s the fastest model …
(g)
Made of … the machine works effortlessly …
(h)
It includes (a) …

(i)
Coming top of our list this month for …

(j)
This easy-to-use …

(k)
Improved (cutt)ing means …

(l)
This is the brain-child of …

(m)
The model is known for its (durability and ease) …




B
Reading – Parts of a gadget column
Match the parts of a gadget column with the example phrases.

	Parts of column:

(a) describe and evaluate the gadget using positive adjectives

(1)

(b) mention size / where it can go






(  )
(c) describe the material it is 
made from



(  )

(d) describe the main benefit 







(  )
(e) describe what the main benefit means practically (speed / quantity)
(  )

(f) describe extra features / 
equipment it has


(  )
(g) say how excellently it runs / 
works – evaluation


(  )
(h) say how fast it can do 
something – evaluation

(  )
	Example phrases:
(1) This powerful, yet simple electronic tin opener

(2) allows you to save time while cooking.  

(3) Opening up to five tins a minute, 

(4) it’s the fastest model on the market.  

(5) Made of stainless steel and with a magnetic holder for the tin lid, 

(6) the machine works effortlessly.

(7) It includes a removable blade and ergonomic design

(8) and will fit well into a small kitchen.


NB:  Some sentences describe and positively evaluate at the same time.

C
Language Study* – Information packaging
Gadget columns include layers of phrases to help describe and evaluate the use and effect of the item.  Study the following sentences from the texts on S50 to see how –ing and –ed participles / adjectives and noun phrases are used persuasively.



D
Listening – Choosing gadgets
(a) Listen to Murat Bradley, Nina Christensen, the mother of Martha Abdou and Julia Chen saying which gadget they would prefer to have and write the gadget number (1-4) in the box next to the name.





(b) Listen again, and make notes on why they would like these gadgets.

	Murat



	Nina



	Martha’s mother



	Julia





Learning Activity 4
Speaking and Writing

Teacher needs a gadget

A
Speaking – Teacher’s gadgets
Work in groups and discuss the questions below following the instructions on who should lead the discussion.


B
Writing – A gadget column
In the year 2023, the following gadgets have been voted as the most useful inventions for teachers. Choose one and write a column to describe and evaluate how good the product is. Use the phrases you’ve seen in the previous learning activities to help you write.

1  An intelligent classroom board 

· finds images, text and music to create a lesson as a teacher speaks into the microphone
· has settings:  serious lesson, fun lesson, dramatic lesson

· has a personality and speaks to the students about how it’s feeling that day

· makes coffee / tea for the teacher; invents and makes sweets for students

2  Classroom management glasses

· allow a teacher to see who is concentrating and who is day-dreaming

· allow a teacher to understand why a student may not be working

· tells a teacher when the students need a change of activity (slower, faster, more exciting)

· send a gentle beam of light to focus students who can’t follow

3  A homework filter

· automatically sorts homework into ‘interesting’, ‘OK’, and ‘boring to read’ 

· automatically finds all grammar and vocabulary mistakes and finds fun ways to help the students learn the correct form

· automatically finds websites to help the student improve based on her / his problems

· helps the teacher to see if the student has copied any work







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Computer











Toenail cutters











Electronic tin opener





Please refer to the print version for the images used in this activity.





Mobile phone











Computer











Toenail cutters











Electronic 


tin opener





Please refer to the print version for the images used in this activity.
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A wind-up computer that doesn’t need electricity.





	      Why?








Long-reach toenail cutters that allow you to cut your toenails without bending forward.





	     Why?





An electronic tin opener that you don’t have to turn or wind.





Why?








A mobile phone that allows you to photograph your contacts and send e-mails to them.





Why?








�





Thanks to this savvy, flip phone, you can now not only receive phone calls and texts, but can keep photos of all your contacts and send them e-mails. The phone’s embossed edges and sleek design all weighing just 125 grams means it’s as slim as you need. Featuring a touch-screen, a stylus, a 2-megapixel camera, an MP3 and browser with seven megabites of internal memory and supporting USB 2.0 and Bluetooth connections, it is a model to be prized.  (((








This powerful, yet simple electronic tin opener


allows you to save time while cooking. Opening


up to 5 tins a minute, it’s the fastest model on the 


market.  Made of stainless steel and with a magnetic


holder for the tin lid, the machine works effortlessly.


It includes a removable blade and ergonomic design


and will fit well into a small kitchen. ((((





				


		Coming top of our list this month for easy self-care 			gadgets are these fabulous, easy-to-use, stainless steel 		long-reach toenail cutters, which mean you don’t have to 		bend or crouch to give yourself a pedicure. Improved 			cutting means less squeezing on the nail and the plastic 		handle gives extra grip. Designed for ease and comfort.


		((








Announced as the low-cost computer for the 


masses, this light-weight, cheap, wind-up computer


is the brain-child of an American university professor.


The model is known for its durability and easy


functioning, and works by using a crank handle.


Turning the crank means the computer will run


for up to 30 minutes. (((





�





1	Which phrase can we use to show that there are at least two 	good things about this gadget?














2	Which phrase(s) suggest(s) this gadget is one of the best?














3	Which phrase tells us the gadget is famous for something? 








4	Look at the following phrases. Are they positive or negative?


	What do they mean? (Use a dictionary.)


	


	Savvy | powerful yet simple | works effortlessly | coming top of 	the list | easy-to-use | improved (cutt)ing | is the brain-child of














5	Write your favourite phrase below.  Why do you like it?

















the machine works effortlessly.





Made of stainless steel 








and








with a magnetic holder for the tin lid,








1  describe what it’s made 


of using a past participle





2  link the phrases with ‘and’





3 describe the features using 


‘with’ + a noun phrase





4 then make an exciting claim about the product





     1  describe a new feature using


      a past participle





2  describe the result of the feature using ‘means’





     3  link the phrases with ‘and’





      4  describe the result of another     


     feature














Improved cutting





means less squeezing on the nail





and





the plastic handle gives extra grip.





(a) Murat                �








1 the mobile phone








(b) Nina   	         	  �








2 the wind-up computer





(c) Martha’s mother �








3 the long-reach toenail cutters








(d) Julia                    �





4 the electronic tin opener





1  For the person with the longest hand:


What sorts of duties does your teacher have at work? List at least four.


2  For the person with the shortest hair:


Which jobs do you think take her / him the longest amount of time? List at least two.


3  For the person with the smallest pencil-case:


What types of gadgets do you think the teacher uses to help her / him with work duties?


4  For the quietest person in the group:


What types of gadgets would you invent to help the teacher with her / his work?
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