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Glossary Activity Glossary for Teachers Glossary
Accuracy activity

This type of activity focusses on helping students to recognise and use the appropriate form.  Form here may refer to spelling, pronunciation, grammar or vocabulary.

Controlled practice

Controlled practice provides students with an activity where they repeat a specific form or structure in order to become familiar with it.  Controlled practice activities typically focus on a limited range of structures and help students to improve in terms of accuracy. (See task-based learning below.)

Dictogloss

This is a type of dictation which requires the students to take notes of the key words used in a text as they listen and then later reconstruct the text so that it has the same meaning as the original text although perhaps not exactly the same form. As students only have the key vocabulary, they are put in a position where they need to reconstruct the text by providing whatever grammatical resources they have available.  Teachers can have students compare their versions with the dictated version and from this point, do further work on accuracy and range.
Discrimination

A discrimination activity allows students to consider the contrasting features of two or more items for the purposes of identifying them.  The activity might contrast the pronunciation of two similar-sounding words, for example, hop / hope, or two similar sounding words which are spelt differently, e.g. their / there, or two different forms of grammar, e.g. present simple vs past simple tenses.  Discrimination activities allow students to work on accuracy and range.

Fluency activity

A fluency activity provides an opportunity for students to work on expressing themselves and stringing the language they have together to create meaning. (Often a teacher will focus on either fluency or accuracy depending on what her / his overall aims are at that point in the lesson: students need both types of activity to develop confidence and ability.)

For more information, see:

http://www.englishonline.org.cn/en/teachers/development/teaching-articles/accuracy-fluency

A gap-filling activity (a gap-fill)

A gap-fill is a practice exercise in which students have to replace words missing from a text. These words are chosen and removed in order to practise a specific language point. Gap-fill exercises contrast with cloze texts, where words are removed at regular intervals, e.g. every five words. Gap-fills are often used to practise specific language points, for example items of grammar and vocabulary, and features of written texts such as conjunctions. They are common in testing.

Pelmanism

This activity allows students to match pictures and items of vocabulary and / or grammar to provide controlled practice.  It is typically done by using cards.  By turning the cards over so students can’t see any items, we can create a guessing game that increases the use of the items and level of engagement with the language.

For procedures, see:

http://www.ehow.com/how_2085071_play-pelmanism.html

Pyramid discussion

A pyramid discussion is a speaking activity where students form progressively larger groups as they carry out a speaking task, which normally requires each grouping to reach agreement before joining another group. For example, in small groups, the students have to agree on the most important of the five senses. They then join with another group and have to agree again, and so on, until the whole class is involved in one discussion.
Skimming

This reading technique means reading fairly quickly to gather the general meaning (gist) of a text, rather than trying to understand and define every word or extract specific information. It can be contrasted with scanning, which is reading in order to find specific information, e.g. figures or names.

Task-based learning

This is an approach where students carry out tasks such as solving a problem or planning an activity. In a task-based lesson the teacher doesn't have to pre-determine what language will be studied; the lesson is based around the completion of a central task and the language studied is determined by what happens as the students complete it. Very often, language points (and possibly controlled practice of them) are considered after draft 1 of the task in order to increase accuracy and range in draft 2.

For a fuller discussion of this approach, go to:

http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/think/articles/a-task-based-approach

For further information on various teaching approaches and methodology, look at the section called ‘Teaching Articles’ on the following website:

http://www.englishonline.org.cn/teachers
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