Learning English through Popular Culture

Horoscope Columns
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Learning Activity 1



Vocabulary and Speaking


Horoscope signs
A
Vocabulary – Horoscope signs 
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B
Vocabulary – Personality adjectives quiz
Work in a pair / small group. Read the example sentence, then choose the best meaning for each underlined word. Use a dictionary if you need to.

Decide if each word has a positive or negative meaning. Write + or – next to the words.
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C
Speaking, Listening and Pronunciation – 


Horoscope dictation and information exchange 

Do you know any other horoscope signs?

a) Listen to the horoscope names being pronounced. Some are for Chinese horoscopes while others are for Western star signs. As you listen, write down the names in the correct columns (Chinese / Western).

b) Your teacher will give you some information. Work in a pair so you are students A and B. Do not show your information to your partner. Ask each other questions to complete the table.
D
Vocabulary and Speaking – Personality adjectives 

Look at the information about each horoscope. Decide which personality adjective from Learning Activity 1B matches each sign and write it on the line.
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Learning Activity 2



Reading


Magazine horoscopes

Read the three Chinese horoscopes and discuss the questions below with your partner.





Comprehension (circle the correct animal):

a) Who will have a bad day?


b) Who might meet a new boy / girlfriend?


c) Who should be careful not to argue?


d) Who will feel quite tired?


e) Who might receive some money? 

Language:

f) Which verb is used to make a prediction about something that is certain to 
happen?

g) Which verbs are used to describe possible events or feelings in the future?
h) What form is used to tell us what to do? Underline three examples.

Structure and content:

i) About how many words are in each horoscope?

j) How does the horoscope address the reader? (circle one) we / they / you

k) What topics are included in these horoscopes? Cross out the ones which 
are not used:

	emotions (feelings)

	relationships
	school / work 
	finance (money)

	decisions


	health
	entertainment
	the past


l) In the topic boxes above, write which horoscope (rooster, dog, pig) 
mentions that topic. You may need to write more than one animal for 
each topic. 


Learning Activity 3



Writing


Horoscopes for your classmates

Complete the sentences:


Now use some of your ideas to write horoscopes for your classmates or teachers. Write which star sign each horoscope is for at the top (and use / draw an image if you want to).  
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2. My brother is very stubborn and he thinks he is always right!





a) 	He is stupid.


b) 	He doesn’t like thinking.


c) 	He doesn’t like to change his mind.�
�
3. My best friend can be very frank sometimes so I try not to ask her opinion.





She is always very happy.


She easily gets angry and in a bad mood.


She is honest, but too direct.�
�
4. I think I am generous. I always try to give money to people who need it.





I will share what I have with others.


I have a lot of money.


I am a very selfish person.�
�
5. My little sister is so bossy. She always shouts at me when we play games.





She is very quiet.


She tells me what to do.


She always listens carefully.�
�
6. Jimmy doesn’t like answering questions in class because he is so shy.





a) 	He doesn’t know the answers.


b) 	He is very loud.


c) 	He is afraid that people will laugh at him.�
�
7. My father is optimistic that his business will be successful this year.





He thinks he is the best.


He has a positive feeling about the future.


He is worried about the future.�
�
8. My romantic boyfriend bought me flowers and wrote a poem for my birthday.





He shows feelings of love.


He is good-looking.


He is rich.�
�
9. Most students in our class are very intelligent and can answer all the questions.





a) 	They are very hard-working and always do their homework.


b) 	They are very lucky.


c) 	They are good at learning and understanding things quickly.�
�
10. Angela is very sensible - she eats healthy food and goes to bed early on school nights.





a)	She thinks carefully about her actions and makes good decisions.


b) 	She is very worried about getting fat.


c) 	She is very sensitive.�
�
11. My auntie is very patient and is never in a hurry when I want to discuss my problems.





a)	She gets angry quickly.


b)	She is kind and takes time to help others.


c)	She likes talking to people.�
�
12. Kitty is an adventurous girl. She is always trying different sports.





a) 	She is very careful.


b) 	She is very busy.


c) 	She likes to do new things.�
�















�





Write the names of the animals.





Why are there 12 animals? What do they represent?





What year is it now?





What animal year were you born in?





What type of horoscope is this?











1. Sarah is very laid-back. I have never seen her get angry.                                                                                                       


 


a)	She is very friendly.  


b) 	She is funny.  


c) 	She is a relaxed person.





Capricorn … doesn’t like to be told what to do – s/he thinks s/he knows best.


__________________





Scorpio … has strong feelings and isn’t afraid to tell you what s/he thinks.


__________________





Sagittarius … doesn’t like to do the same things every day.


__________________





Aquarius … is an original thinker and will always share with others.


__________________





Libra … is balanced, calm and easy-going.


__________________





Leo … is a good leader and believes he will succeed.


 ___________________





Pisces … is very sensitive and doesn’t like speaking to strangers at parties.


__________________





Aries … is often talkative and 


likes telling people what to do.                                                                                                   


e.g. bossy








Taurus … supports others 


and always has time for them.


_________________








Gemini … is quick-thinking and has the power of two brains!


     _________________








Cancer … is very


thoughtful, cares about 


others and is always in love!  __________________








Virgo … always thinks about the results of her / his actions.   ___________________





    Which star sign


are you?








Is the description of your personality 


true or not?











�





	Dog 			


	1970, 1982, 			1994, 2006





Try to control your temper today. It is not worth harming the relationship between you and your friends over unimportant matters. Your financial luck does not look good. Avoid lending money to anyone. The result will not be good.





	Rooster 			1969, 1981, 			1993, 2005





You may receive help from someone special today and the meeting may even develop into a love affair. Be careful when doing exercise and getting in and out of vehicles. Decisions you make on this day will be the right ones.





	Pig 				1971, 1983, 			1995, 2007





You will be surprised by a gift or a financial opportunity which arrives on your doorstep today. You should also pay attention to your health, because you might find your energy levels are very low.




















You will ……………………………………………………………………………………….…





You might ……………………………………………………………………………………… 





Today will be a(n) ………………………………………………………………………… day.





Try to ……………………………………………………………………………………………





Be careful about ………………………………………………………………………………





Don’t ……………………………………………………………………………………………





You are very …………………………………………………………… at the moment.





Don’t be afraid to …………………………………………………………………………





This is a good time to ………………………………………………………………………
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