Learning English through Popular Culture

Previews and Reviews: Movie Trailers
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Learning Activity 1

Vocabulary and Speaking

Movies and preferences
A
Vocabulary – Types of movies
Can you complete the eight types of films below by writing the final letters of each word?  Try and do it in a minute.
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B
Speaking – Talking about your favourite movie
Instructions


	You need:  
four people, a paperclip and a pencil / pen

To play:  
Everyone answers question 1, then spin the paperclip and talk 

about the topic it stops at
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Learning Activity 2
Reading

Describing movies

A
Reading – Descriptions of movies
Have you seen any of the films below?  Match the titles of the films with the descriptions.  Some have been done for you.

	(1) Chicken Run
	
	a. A romantic comedy about an undercover journalist who returns to her high school.

	(2) Never Been Kissed
	
	b. A mythical martial arts film set in China: an example of ‘wu xia’.

	(3) Billy Elliot
	f
	c. An animated comedy about chickens trying to improve their lives on a farm.

	(4) Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon
	
	d. A futuristic fantasy drama about what happens to the last person on earth.

	(5) Beowulf
	h
	e. A coming-of-age film about three teenagers realising their ambitions.

	(6) I Am Legend
	d
	f. A rags-to-riches comedy drama about a boy who wants to dance.

	(7) Sandbox Sailors
	
	g. An action comedy buddy cop film starring a famous Hong Kong actor.

	(8) Rush Hour 2
	
	h. A digitally animated action drama based on an epic poem about a warrior fighting a monster.


B
Vocabulary – Useful phrases

Choose three new words or expressions (in bold) from the table above and write them in circles 1-3. Think of an example of another film for each word or phrase. Write them in the larger circles.
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Learning Activity 3
Reading and Speaking

Working with images and text

This activity helps you to consider the way posters are used to inform people about and promote movies.  Before you start, read the following title, ‘Sandbox Sailors’: what do you think it means? 
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  Learning Activity 4


  Writing and Vocabulary



  Three-minute paper

A
Writing – Writing about a movie poster
Now you have shared information with your partner about the images and words in this movie poster, summarise the information about the movie in a three-minute paper. Use the words in the box to help you and write as much as you can in three minutes.

	
Title



Location

Culture



Female / Male characters
Activities

Story

	

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________


B
Vocabulary – Film publicity
Match the words with the definitions.  Where would you find these items?  

	
	

	
	

	(a) This is when you tell people about the characters, story and action in a movie before the movie is in the cinema.


	(b) This is the short phrase you use on the movie poster to describe and sell the film to people. 


	(c) This is the name of an article that critics write to say what was good and bad about a film. The writer sometimes rates the film, e.g., 

four stars.
	(d) This is the voice you hear when you are watching a movie trailer.  It tells you about the story, characters, director, actors, and how good the film is.




             Does the ‘Sandbox Sailors’ movie have a tagline?


C
Discussion – Choosing your favourite tagline
Below, you will see some taglines from modern and older American movies.  Read them and share your ideas about which ones appeal to you and why.  Match some techniques with the taglines below.


	1. For anyone who has ever wished upon a star.
	Pinocchio (1940)



	2. They had a date with fate in Casablanca.
	Casablanca (1942)



	3. Come to Laugh, Come to Cry, Come to Care, Come to Terms.
	Terms of Endearment (1983)

	4. They're not just getting rich...they're getting even.
	Trading Places (1983)



	5. Be afraid. Be very afraid.
	The Fly (1986)


	6. Same Make. Same Model. New Mission.
	Terminator 2: Judgment Day (1991)


	7. There are 3.7 trillion fish in the ocean. They're looking for one.
	Finding Nemo (2003)






 Taglines retrieved from http://www.filmsite.org/taglines.html

D
Vocabulary Review – Film vocabulary
Check if you can remember what the words in bold mean before you do the following activity.  (e) and (f) may contain new words.  Check them in the dictionary.  Complete the sentences using films you have seen.

(a) The film that has the most interesting time setting is…

(b) The best soundtrack I can remember is…

(c) My favourite movie character is in…

(d) The most epic scenery I’ve seen is in…

(e) The worst plot I’ve ever seen is in…
(f) The climax of a film is when…  
(g) The funniest tagline I’ve read is…
(h) I never / always read movie reviews before I see the film because…
(i) A good movie trailer preview should be…
(j) The best voice-overs are done by…


Learning Activity 5
Listening

How do movie trailers work?

How do movie trailers work?

Your homework assignment is to watch three movie trailers of your choice (your teacher will give you some ideas) and answer the following questions.  You will talk about your notes to a classmate so make sure you do a good job.

	(1) Watching without the sound

Make short notes about:

	(a) the scenery

(Where is it set?)
	

	(b) the action

(What happens?)
	

	(c) the special effects

(How is the movie made dramatic?)
	

	(d) the characters’ expressions

(What roles do the characters play?)
	

	(e) the words that come on screen

(What associations are made with the film?)
	



	(2) Watching with the sound

Answer the following True / False questions:

	(a) the voice is female
	

	(b) the narrator speaks continuously
	

	(c) the narrator speaks very quickly 
	

	(d) the narrator uses pauses to create mood and for dramatic effect 
	

	(e) you only hear the narrator in between the dialogue and action shots
	

	(f) the dialogue is in English
	

	(g) there is some dialogue from the film in the trailer
	



Learning Activity 6

Listening and Speaking

How do movie trailers work?

A
Listening – Movie trailer voice-overs
You are going to hear two voice-over actors doing auditions for the movie trailer for ‘Sandbox Sailors’.  Which voice-over actor do you think will get the job and why?  Take notes on the delivery while you listen and then share your ideas afterwards.

	Delivery
	Actor 1
	Actor 2

	Intonation and Stress – does this help with emphasis?
	
	

	Pitch and Volume – is it too high, too low, too fast, too slow, or just right?
	
	

	Pausing – are there enough pauses in the right places for the audience to follow?
	
	

	Drive and Energy – does the voice-over make you want to see the film?
	
	


B
Writing – Summarising your ideas
What makes a good movie trailer voice-over? 


	· It should be …

· It should …

· There should be …




C
Speaking – Practising a good delivery
Your teacher will give you some lines from a movie-trailer voice-over script.  In pairs, practise delivering the lines for impact.  Give feedback to each other on the following areas:







	Star rating for overall delivery

Give your partner a number of stars for overall delivery including their enthusiasm and energy.  Make practical suggestions for how s/he can improve.





D
Reading and Speaking – Giving support and advice
Match the heads and tails of these sentences and choose the best supportive comments for your partner to improve next time.

	1. Next time, try lowering…


	
	a. a pause before you…  

	2. Why don’t you speak more…
	
	b. your voice a bit when…



	3. You could take…
	
	c. voice when you…



	4. Raise your…
	
	d. loudly and quickly when…




Learning Activity 7
Reading, Vocabulary and Speaking
Organising ideas for impact
A
Reading – Organising the voice-over of a movie trailer

(a) Your teacher will give you some strips with the movie trailer voice-over lines from Sandbox Sailors. Work in groups and put the lines in the right order.

(b) Now that you have ordered the lines of the trailer, with your group discuss how the lines are organised for impact.  Read the lines and decide which ones best match the six parts of the voice-over.

	(1) On a Caribbean island

(2) In the heat of the city

(3) Three teenagers find their futures
	

	(A) The title of the film and the tagline / strapline

	(4) A poet picks up her pen

(5) A boy begins to dance

(6) And a singer finds his voice
	

	(B) Information about the director and the film

	(7) Words will be written

(8) Salsa will be danced

(9) And Cuban rap will begin
	

	(C) Time and place setting and summary of story

	(10) The new and rising Cuban   director, Maria Marino

(11) Creates a myth to save us all:
(12) Art against struggle

(13) And creativity will find a way
	

	(D) Names of the famous actors starring in the film

	(14) Ruby Gonzalez

(15) Fernando Herrero

(16) And Mini Del Monte
	

	(E) The main decisions or actions that start the story (using present simple tense)

	(17) Unless you have a dream, you can’t live it
(18) Sandbox Sailors



	

	(F) The main events in the story (using future forms)


B
Language Study – Techniques for voice-overs with impact
Take a look at the lines from the trailer below and circle Yes or No and tick the number of times you see the phrase used.

	Language from the trailer


	Are any

structures

repeated?
	2 times
	3 times

	(a) On a Caribbean island;                        In the heat of the city
	Yes / No
	
	

	(b) picks up; begins; finds

	Yes / No
	
	

	(c) will be written; will be danced;             will begin
	Yes / No
	
	


C
Language Study – Matching words and techniques

	(a) When you repeat a sound, word, phrase, or structure 


	(b) When you say / write a phrase or structure twice
	(c) When you say / write a phrase or structure three times


D
Vocabulary – Working with action vocabulary*
How does the voice-over tell you about the actions in the movie?  Can you remember the phrases?  Write the letters in the middle column.
	(1) They find
	
	(a) rising director

	(2) To pick up
	
	(b) a myth

	(3) To begin
	
	(c) their future

	(4) He finds
	
	(d) to dance

	(5) A new and
	
	(e) a pen

	(6) To create  
	
	(f) his voice


E
Speaking – Discussing language techniques and your strengths
Movie trailers use images and action, music soundtracks and language to create an appeal.  The diagram below shows the language we need to think about when we make a movie trailer. We have looked at the organisation, the use of repetition in couplets and triplets, and the use of tenses and phrases to describe the main action.

Diagram of language in a movie trailer

Which of these levels: 1, 2 or 3, do you think you will be strongest at and which will you need to work on when you write your own movie trailer?  How can you share your skills? Discuss your ideas with your group. 
Learning Activity 8 Listening, Writing and Speaking
Making your own movie trailer voice-over

A
Speaking – Organising yourselves
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B
Viewing, Listening and Writing – Researching movie trailers
Copy and use the following research grid for each movie trailer you watch.
	
	Images


	Soundtrack(s)
	Type of voice: e.g.

male / female
	Sections of voice-over

	Trailer ___

Film type:

e.g. kung fu
__________
	e.g. fast moving, action-packed

	use of uplifting background music
	adult male
	narration and dialogue used in selected scenes

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	




C
Writing and Speaking – Producing a movie trailer voice-over
Use the planning grid on S86 to structure your voice-over.
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1.  What’s your favourite movie ?





2.  Where is the film set (place / time) and what do you like about that?





3.  What kind of movie is it and what type of action do you see in it?





4.  Who stars in it and what do you like about her / his acting?





5.  How do the characters change in this movie?





6.  What’s the movie soundtrack like: modern, traditional, classical?  


Do you like it?





7.  What sort of scenery do you see in this movie?  Do you like it?  Why?





8.  What kind of ending does it have?  Why does it appeal to you?





�











1.





2.








3.








�





                   





A	Group A - Images


Look at the movie poster below and discuss the use of images with your group.  Make brief notes about your ideas.








Images








What type of background can you see?  Where is this film set?





How many characters do you see?  So how many personal stories are in the film?





What nationality do you think the actors might be playing?





What time period do you think the movie is set in?





What type of activities do the characters seem to be involved in?

















Words





How many words are there in the title of this movie? Are there any adjectives (describing words)?





What’s the first letter of the two words in this title?  Are the letters the same or different? What sound effect does this have?





What does the tagline suggest about the story in the movie: ‘Unless you have a dream, you can’t live it’?


 


Why does the poster contain the line ‘From the makers who brought you “One Dip Too Far”’?  Does this suggest that the film company is successful or unsuccessful? 








B	Group B - Words


Look at the movie poster below and discuss the use of language with your group.  Make brief notes about your ideas.




















Techniques





Repetition of words or structures


Use of words with an opposite meaning


An imperative


Rhyme


A phrase about the intended audience


The use of an exaggerated number / image
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1 A couplet





2 A triplet





3 Repetition





(1) Organisation into 6 general parts





(2) Repetition, couplets, triplets





(3) Tenses & phrases





�





will you work with?





trailers will you watch as research?


Action-adventure


Chinese martial arts


Drama


Comedy / Romantic comedy


Horror


Manga / Anime








(





(





your voice-over.  Either:


do a new voice-over for an existing trailer or


do a voice-over for a movie that you invent





Movie Trailer Voice-over Planning Grid





















































































































































A preview








A review








A voice-over








A tagline
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