Learning English through Short Stories


A Reflective Dialogue Journal

Learning Activity 1

Thinking about your learning

Talk to your neighbour about all the English lessons you did last week/month at school. Of these lessons, which did you like and which did you not like?

When you have finished, complete the exercise below.

A. According to your own experience, complete the sentence below:

Last week/month out of all my lessons I liked learning_____________________________ 

the best and I liked __________________________________ the least.  

B.
Now let’s think about why you did or did not like these lessons. You can start by asking some questions about the lessons and how you felt about them. Write your questions below.

	e.g.
	What was the lesson about?

	1.
	

	
	

	2.
	

	
	

	3.
	

	
	

	4.
	

	
	

	5.
	

	
	

	6.
	

	
	

	7.
	

	
	

	8.
	

	
	


Learning Activity 2

Writing about your learning

A. Find a classmate to work with. Discuss the questions that you have written down in Learning Activity 1 and choose those you think could be used for reflecting on the lessons throughout this short stories module. Put a tick next to them.
B. Let’s try answering the questions you have chosen based on one of the English lessons you did last week/month. 
   First of all, what was the lesson about? 

_______________________________________________________________________

Now write your answers to the questions. Don’t worry too much about your spelling or grammar. Just try and put down your feelings about the lesson.

	1.
	

	
	

	
	

	2.
	

	
	

	
	

	3.
	

	
	

	
	

	4.
	

	
	

	
	

	5.
	

	
	

	
	

	6.
	

	
	

	
	


Learning Activity 3

Responding to your partner

Now that you have written down your feelings about the lesson that you chose, exchange your answers with a classmate of your choice. When you have read your partner’s answers, respond to them by considering points a-c below. Again don’t be overly worried about your spelling or grammar. Just write what you want to tell your partner.
a) Do you agree or disagree with the answers?


You can use words like: ‘I think you are right about this’, or ‘I don’t agree with you on this. I think you should have…’, or ‘Yes, I know how you feel when this happens.’

b) If your partner wrote about a lesson that he/she did not like, offer some advice that you think would help with the situation. If your partner wrote about a lesson that he/she liked, share one or two enjoyable learning experiences with him/her and suggest how the experiences can be sustained/repeated throughout the module.
c) If you are not sure about the answers to some of the other questions, ask your classmate to explain. Use phrases like: ‘I’m not sure what you mean.’ or ‘Can you tell me more about this?’ 

Complete your response to your classmate’s writing below.

	1.
	

	
	

	
	

	2.
	

	
	

	
	

	3.
	

	
	

	
	

	4.
	

	
	

	
	

	5.
	

	
	

	
	

	6.
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