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The Dance
by Tara Millican
Learning Activity 1

Pre-reading
A. 1.  Describe your bedroom to your partner. What is it like? Tell them about the furniture, the colours and your favourite time to be there.  

2.
Tell your partner about a time and place when you had a nice time. What kind of picture appears in your mind when you think about this experience? Can you put it into words or even draw a picture of it? Use the box below to try and paint your picture either by words or by drawing. If you are going to draw the place, start with a list of words to help you. 

Give it a title here: ___________________________________
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B.
This time think about a time and a place that you would rather forget. Think about something that happened to you that has the opposite feeling from the situation you described in Learning Activity 1A. Again tell your partner about it and think about where it happened. It is your choice how you tell the story, either by using words or drawing a picture. Plan your picture or writing by writing some words that come to your mind when you think about it.

Write your title here: ____________________________________


Learning Activity 2
Pre-reading  

Before reading the story your teacher is going to give you, do the following exercise to help you to understand the meaning of some words that you will come across in the story.

Fill in each blank with an appropriate word from the table. You might like to use the glossary to help you.

	lap
	permed
	mysterious
	hunch over
	swaying and rocking


1. The cat curled on its master’s __________while she was watching TV.

2. The students were advised not to __________ their computers or else they would have back problems very soon.

3. The audience really enjoyed the show. They were all ___________ throughout the band’s three-hour live performance. 

4. Jane is tired of her straight, long hair and is thinking of getting it cut and ______________.

5. I received a _____________ phone call this morning: the caller said he was my secret admirer but did not say exactly who he was.




Learning Activity 3

Paragraph 1
A.
Read only the first paragraph of the story but not the title or the rest of the story. Then fill in all the adjectives and nouns used to describe the headings below. Share your answers with a partner afterwards. 

	building/furniture/decoration
	parts of the body

	adjective
	noun
	adjective
	noun

	
	
	
	


B.  Answer the following questions.

1. What do you think is a good title for this story? 

______________________________________________________________________
2. What do you think is taking place, and where and when is it happening?

What _________________________________________________________________ 

Where ________________________________________________________________ 

When _________________________________________________________________ 

3. Describe the place in the story. Circle the words that describe the setting.

  modern  -   dark -  colourful  -  romantic  -  scary  -  bright  -   old-fashioned  -  fast  

4.
What about the person who is telling the story, the narrator? Circle words that you think 
describe the narrator. Then share your answers with your partner.

shy  -  boy  -   girl  -  happy  -  teenager  -   sad  -
miserable  -   old   -    bored    -    nervous

Learning Activity 4

Paragraph 2
While reading the second paragraph underline all the adjectives and adverbs you see. When you have finished, look again at the questions that you answered about paragraph 1 in Learning Activity 3. Have you changed your mind about your answers to questions B1 and B2? 

Look back at questions B3 and B4 of Learning Activity 3 and put a cross through those words that you think definitely don’t apply to the place or the narrator.
Now let’s see if you can write a short description of the narrator and the setting with your partner. Agree on the set of words to use before you start to write.
The narrator is 
	

	

	


S/He is in a
	

	

	


The title of the story is ‘The Dance’. Does that change your ideas about what is going on? If so, what are the changes?
	

	

	


Learning Activity 5

Paragraphs 3, 4 and 5

You are now going to read the next three paragraphs. As you read, try to answer the questions below.

1. Who might be the “mysterious figure” in paragraph 3?

_________________________________________________________________________

2. In paragraph 4, why does the narrator pretend to look at “the decorations on the wall” when the person gets near her? 

_________________________________________________________________________

3. In paragraph 5 the narrator says: “Don’t ask me. Please God don’t ask me!” Who is she talking to and what is she afraid of? 
_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

4. While reading the story, you may be able to guess the meaning of some words which you had not met before. Based on your understanding of the story, guess what the words on the left mean and match them with their definition.

	gaze (line 15)

	˙
	˙attractive, capturing people’s attention and interest

	silhouette (line 16)

	˙
	˙a long look without stopping

	engulfing (line 19)

	˙
	˙an outline of a person or object


Learning Activity 6

Writing the ending
You are now going to re-write the ending to ‘The Dance’. Before you do this, decide on what the story is about, i.e. the theme or central idea of the story. What is the issue that concerns the writer? 

The best way to understand the theme is to imagine you are the main character in the story. So it is now you who are sitting there in the chair, and you who the person is approaching. 
Here are some questions to help you to complete the story. 
What does the mysterious person do next? 

How do you react?

How do you feel at the end of the story?

Now start to write. Remember that the paragraphs in this story are quite short, so your ending does not need to be long.

Write your ending below.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


When you have finished writing the story, go over it with your partner and see if there is anything you would change.  

Learning Activity 7

Paragraphs 6 and 7
When you are happy with your ending, read the final paragraph of the story. Are you still happy with your ending?  

What do you think about the original ending?
Which do you like the best, the original or yours?

Now go to another group and read your final paragraph to them. They will read theirs to you.
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Glossary





hunch over – bend forward over 





lap – the upper part of the legs





mysterious – strange, unknown





permed – wavy and curly





swaying and rocking – moving from one side to another or forwards and backwards
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