 Learning English through Short Stories

Exhibition of Chinese Jade
by Edward Kai Chiu


‘Exhibition of Chinese Jade’ by Edward Kai Chiu

Teacher’s Notes
Introduction:
The vocabulary in this story might be challenging for some students and should be dealt with appropriately in advance. Encourage students to guess the meanings of words by using contextual clues before they look them up in the dictionary. Alternatively, teachers can give students some of the words to look up in a dictionary before they read the story.

A short story can be a reflection of the writer’s feelings, as seen in the first-person narrative in ‘Exhibition of Chinese Jade’. In the story, the jade seems to symbolise a feeling of a longing for a country and culture which the protagonist might never have seen.
Pre-reading Activity

The pre-reading activities set out below will go a long way to opening the text up to all levels. If possible, conduct the first lesson in a computer lab. Alternatively, give out the website addresses before the first lesson and conduct a teacher-led discussion on the topic.
The lesson focus could be done either by using flash cards or photographs of Chinatown in New York where the writer lives. The photographs can be accessed from the following websites, or alternatively the websites themselves could be used in class or set as homework. The following pre-reading questions would apply, either if the photographs were used or the website set as homework.





· http://www.chinatown-online.com/

· http://immigrants.harpweek.com/chineseamericans/1Introduction/BillWeiIntro.htm

· http://hoover.archives.gov/exhibits/China/Chinese_Americans/

Where do you think these pictures were taken?  

Would you like to live there?

What would be the advantages and disadvantages of living there?

How many people of Chinese origin live in the United States? (Over 2.4 million)
Which states in the United States have the most people of Chinese origin? (California with over 1 million and New York over 400,000)

Do you think that they see themselves as Chinese or as natives of the country they live in?
Learning Activity 1

Pre-reading

This activity is a blank-filling exercise. Give this before the main activity to prepare students for reading. Tell students to complete this activity and guess the words they do not know with the contextual clues in the story. After reading, students go back and check their guesses. If considered helpful, you may ask students to use the dictionary.
Teacher can check the answers by contextualising the words, e.g. What are you enchanted by? Can you describe a heritage that has been passed on to you?
Answers:

	1.
	benevolence
	6.
	virtuous

	2.
	wizened
	7.
	cherished

	3.
	figurines
	8.
	heritage

	4.
	enchanted/mesmerized
	9.
	lustrous

	5.
	pendant…mesmerized/enchanted 
	
	


Catering for Learner Diversity

For less advanced students, give a couple of choices for each statement and ask students to choose, as in the example based on Question 7 below:

He would never give away or sell his father’s ring as he _______________ (cherished, hated) it with all his heart.

Learning Activity 2

Paragraph 1

The focus here is the introduction to the story and how nicely the writer has set it out.
Question 1

In the while-reading task the students are asked to note down the adjectives used to describe jade. While the identification of the adjectives is an important focus, in terms of developing the students’ knowledge of the use of descriptive adjectives in creative writing, it also provides a lead-in to the next paragraph and how personification can also be used to express the writer’s feelings. 

Answers:

The two adjectives are “beautiful” and “lustrous” (means with a soft shine).

Elicit the meaning of lustrous by asking if jade is shiny like polished gold or different. The adjective “soft” here works very well, as it clearly draws the distinction.
Question 2

Students are asked to complete a short writing task expressing how the writer feels about jade – he expects to see everyone wearing jade whenever he visits Chinatown, or any idea along this line. 

It is also worth noting how the writer links jade to the people he sees wearing it – this is his identification with all things Chinese that he sees in Chinatown. 

Learning Activity 3

Paragraph 2

While reading the second paragraph the students are asked to identify, again, adjectives that are used to describe jade. In this case smooth, warm and virtuous are the adjectives used. The writer then moves on to assigning attributes to the stone that have human characteristics: benevolence, justice, courage and wisdom. 
Catering for Learner Diversity

For less advanced students, questions like these can be asked to bring out the literary device of “personification”: Do you think that a stone can have courage? Can it have wisdom? What properties of a stone can you say would represent courage? As students may not be aware of the meaning of some or all of the adjectives, they could be given in the initial vocabulary input before the reading.
For more advanced students, apart from introducing the literary device “personification”, students could be asked to think of other adjectives or nouns that can be used to personify jade.

Learning Activity 4

Post-reading

Question 1

After the final reading, ask the students to identify the symbolism of jade to the boy. The students are not made aware of the literary term “symbolism” yet. It is enough at this stage that they recognise the function of using an object, place, animal or even another person to express their feelings about something.
Any answers along this line should be acceptable:

Jade serves as a “bridge” connecting the writer with the Chinese culture he has been separated from; it enables him to feel reunited with his homeland or home-country.

Catering for Learner Diversity

For less advanced students, give them a choice of statements and ask them to explain their choice.
For more advanced students, you might like to introduce symbolism by referring to the unit on the literary device on pages S59-S62.

Question 3

Here the students are asked to identify something that represents Hong Kong to them. The questions leading to this are important as they ask the students to focus on this memory and what it means to them.
Question 3f

Students are asked to empathise with the writer and using the idea/object they have described in Questions 3a-e, give it human characteristics by asking it to speak to them about home.  

Give the students some help by giving examples: 

The Peak Tram might say: “Join me, come up here and you will see Hong Kong in all its splendour and if you ride in me you will also be taking a trip into history.”
Ask the students what the following might say to them:

	The Buddha statue on Lantau

	The harbour ferries

	The escalator from Central to the Mid-levels

	The flower market


Question 3g

Students write a short description of their memory with the help of their answers to the previous questions. Ask students to describe it to a partner after writing. 

Catering for Learner Diversity

For less advanced students, allow them to skip Question 3g and ask them to draw a picture of their memory instead of describing it with words. They should write down a few adjectives or adjectival phrases that describe their picture, and be encouraged to share their picture with their partner.

Focus: The Use of Descriptive Adjectives 


and Personification





Objectives





By the end of the lessons, students will be better able to:


identify descriptive adjectives in the text


use descriptive adjectives in a short piece of writing


recognise the use of personification


use personification in a piece of writing





Time Needed





2 hours 40 minutes





Learning/Teaching/Assessment Tasks/Activities





Students conduct an Internet search to collect information on the Chinese Diaspora particularly in the U.S.A.


They take part in a vocabulary activity


They identify descriptive adjectives


They do a short writing task using personification


They do a short writing task using descriptive adjectives





Materials Required





Story ‘Exhibition of Chinese Jade’


Handouts for Learning Activities 1-4
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