                    Learning English through Short Stories


Old Sultan 

by the Brothers Grimm


‘Old Sultan’ by the Brothers Grimm
Teacher’s Notes
The Brothers Grimm (Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm) earned their reputation by putting down on paper the stories they had heard told in the traditional oral manner in the village where they grew up. Their first stories were published in 1814 and they went on to become very famous writers of fairy tales, many of which we know today. Some have been made famous in film. You can learn more about the Brothers Grimm and their stories from http://www.literaturecollection.com/a/grimm-brothers/.
Introduction to the story:  

‘Old Sultan’ tells the story of a farm dog which has grown old and is beginning to lose its usefulness to the shepherd, who is contemplating killing it. Sultan, overhearing a conversation between the shepherd and his wife to this effect, decides to ask an old friend, the wolf, to help him. They make a plan to prove to the shepherd that the old dog is still useful. Their plan is successful. 

Unfortunately, the wolf is not the friend he was thought to be and he asks old Sultan to betray his master. Old Sultan refuses and the scene is set for a battle between old Sultan with his friend, a three-legged cat, and the wolf and a wild boar. At the end old Sultan is victorious. 

It is the well-defined structure of this story which makes it of interest to the teaching of this module. The characterisation here is the most dominant element and it is this, as well as the structure, which could be exploited. 

The following websites could be used to allow the students to prepare themselves for the story:
· http://www.nationalgeographic.com/grimm/index2.html 

Select the tale to be told by following screen options.

· http://www.fln.vcu.edu/grimm/grimm_menu.html 

Select your fairy tales and see them illustrated.

· http://www.grimmfairytales.com/en/main 

Animated, with audio, Grimm’s fairy tales

· http://www.oldsultan.com/ 
This site is dedicated to the story and includes animation. It is particularly useful for students’ home preparation.

Learning Activity 1

Paragraph 1

Pre-reading

The animals in this story are an old shepherd’s dog, a wolf, a boar and a three-legged cat. Students could be asked if they have a pet. If so what kind of pet do they have? Is it very old? Students can be reminded that the age of dogs and cats is multiplied by seven to see the equivalent age in human terms. 

Before students start reading the paragraph, teachers may ask the following questions:

1. Teachers could use photographs of animals from the story and ask students what they think of them, e.g. whether they like or dislike them, what “personalities” they will associate the animals with. 
2. What should happen to an animal if it is ill with a terrible disease or it is getting so old that it is having trouble getting around? 
3. What about an animal that is used for work, maybe a horse or dog? Should they be treated differently?
In Part A, students are asked to read the first paragraph and underline the names of all the characters they see. The vocabulary in this story is quite basic although a little pre-teaching of vocabulary may be necessary. Words such as “livelihood” may be new and can be pre-taught. Ask students to underline unknown words and use the context to guess their meaning as far as possible. You will deal with any words they are uncertain about at the end of the story.
The Character Box helps to draw students’ attention to the main focus of this lesson. Here they are asked to add each character to a circle in the box, so building up a picture that can be referred back to at the end of the story.
Answers for paragraph 1 Character Box:

· shepherd
· Sultan the old dog

· the shepherd’s wife

Students are asked to write a short sentence on what they think of the characters in paragraph 1. This helps them to focus on the main element of ‘Old Sultan’, i.e. characterisation.

In Part B, the task is to predict what will happen in the next paragraph and they are helped in this task with a series of questions. Students write their predictions in the box. They do not need to write full sentences, just short statements or even words.

Catering for Learner Diversity
For less advanced students, ask them to draw their predictions and the result of their reading on a separate sheet of paper. They should then be asked to describe their predictions to their classmates with the help of the pictures. Alternatively, they can be encouraged to think as if they were one of the characters who have appeared in the story, i.e. the shepherd, Sultan, or the shepherd’s wife, and say what will happen next.
Learning Activity 2

Paragraph 2

In Part A, students read the second paragraph and while reading put a circle around the new characters. When they are finished they add the new characters to the Character Box in Learning Activity 1.

The focus here is again on characterisation and allowing the students to have a bank of information that can be used at the end of the lesson.
Answers for paragraph 2 Character Box:

· the wolf

· the child

In Part C, the students are introduced to the concept of conflict and its integral role in drama. Students in groups are asked to reflect on any dramatic media experience they have had. The actual nature of conflict and its role as central to dramatic development in a short story is introduced for the first time. The students are asked to identify the nature of the conflict in paragraphs 1 and 2 and between which characters the conflict occurs. It is imagined that the majority of the students will identify the conflict as between the shepherd and old Sultan but it is possible that they may see it as between the shepherd and his wife or the shepherd and his wife and old Sultan.  

With continued focus on conflict, the students are asked if the conflict still exists after reading paragraph 2. Identifying where in the paragraph the conflict is resolved allows them to identify parts of the short story for discussion.

Answer: Then the shepherd patted him on the head, and said, “Old Sultan has saved our child from the wolf, and therefore he shall live and be well taken care of, and have plenty to eat. Wife, go home, and give him a good dinner, and let him have my old cushion to sleep on as long as he lives.” So from this time forward Sultan had all that he could wish for.

Learning Activity 3

Paragraphs 3 to 6

The reading of paragraphs 3 and 4 again introduces new characters and also continues the focus on dramatic structure with the identification of a second conflict, which is between old Sultan and the wolf. The introduction of a new conflict or the reversal of one that was seemingly resolved takes the concept of dramatic development a stage further.

Answers for paragraph 3 Character Box:

· the three-legged cat

· the wild boar

There are a number of words which the students may not know. These could be pre-taught in order that they will not hinder students’ reading: 
dainty morsel (line 30)

cudgel (line 33)

limped (line 38)

ashamed (line 51)

Students are asked to predict the outcome of the fight declared at the end of the last paragraph. Old Sultan is the classic fairy tale in that there is a happy ending, i.e. the resolution of the conflict(s).

Learning Activity 4

Students are asked to go back to the Character Box they have used from the start of the lesson and identify in pairs two characters that they found interesting. The lesson moves on from here to the creation of a dialogue between the two chosen characters. 
Catering for Learner Diversity
For less advanced students, ask them to make use of any of the characters in the story who do not appear in the chosen scene. However, if possible, allow them to decide with their partner whether to create new characters or use characters that have appeared in the story. They can also be asked to write less, e.g. five to eight lines, depending on their ability. If students have difficulty in deciding where the conversation takes place, you might like to suggest that they write a dialogue where the wolf asks Sultan to let him eat one of the old shepherd’s sheep, with Sultan ending up saying “No, I will be true to my master”.
For more advanced students, encourage them to create new characters that are not in the original story for the development of dialogue. They can choose another farmyard animal to take part in the story, or an onlooker who may have witnessed what was happening.



Focus: Characterisation, Conflict and Plot








Objectives





By the end of the lessons, students will be better able to:


identify the main characters in a story


make predictions about the plot of a story


identify the nature of conflict within a story


create a dialogue between characters in a story





Time Needed





4 hours





Learning/Teaching/Assessment Tasks/Activities





Students conduct an Internet search either at home or as a first lesson in a computer lab


They make predictions about the story


They identify characters in the story


They create a dialogue between characters in the story





Materials Required





Story ‘Old Sultan’


Handouts for Learning Activities 1-4
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