Learning English through Short Stories



Symbolism

Teacher’s Notes

Introduction:

Note: It is suggested that this worksheet be used before students write their own story.

Here the concept of symbolism is pursued through the development of a story starting from very basic information about two seemingly disparate people, Emily and Chang.

Learning Activity 1

Symbolism in Chinese culture
This activity introduces traditional Chinese symbols and their meanings. It could be set as homework by telling students to research the topic of Chinese traditional symbols and their meanings.

Students complete the matching exercise. The answers are below.
	Symbol                                              
	Traditional Meaning

	Mandarin Duck                                         
	Happiness in Marriage

	Eagle
	Strength 

	Magnolia (flower)                                                       
	Beautiful Woman 

	Tiger
              
	Courage and Bravery

	Red (colour)                                 
	Happiness

	Snake    
	Woman 

	Cricket                                                     
	Fighting Spirit


These answers were taken from http://www.asianartmall.com/refsymbols.htm

It is possible that there is a conflict of opinion on what exactly these symbols stand for but for the sake of the exercise tell the students that these definitions are what will be used in the worksheet.

As the development of the activity depends on these definitions, it is important that they are followed.

Learning Activity 2

Using symbolism in short stories
The short story which starts here guides students through the rest of the worksheet. Pre-teach the vocabulary in the story where necessary.

Students complete the exercise by adding one of the symbols taken from Learning Activity 1 to complete the appropriate gaps in the text.

As the story unfolds, tell the students to add an appropriate ending to reflect their understanding of what is going on in the story.

Tell the students that they should keep the story they have for use later on.

The story should be completed as below:


Catering for Learner Diversity
For less advanced students, you might like to:

1. provide them with choices for the blanks, for example:

   1st blank – red, magnolia

   2nd blank – snake, tiger

   3rd blank – eagle, mandarin duck

   4th blank – cricket, magnolia

2. start them off by providing a beginning sentence, e.g. Then he heard some noises.

3. provide pointers as to how to develop the plot further, for example:

    -- where did it come from?

    -- what or whom did he see?

    -- what action did he take?

Learning Activity 3

Colours and symbols
Some other examples of colours as metaphors are:

1. White – purity, innocence, cleanliness


e.g. Don’t pretend to be lily white. I saw you stealing my wallet with my own eyes.    

          (innocence)

2. Grey – sadness

e.g. Now that his wife has died, he can only see grey skies. (sadness)

3. Purple – power, wisdom, magic, luxury

    e.g. Even though he was born to the purple, he lives a simple life. (power)




























Focus: Symbolism





Objectives





By the end of the lessons, students will be better able to:


understand the use of symbolism in a short story


use symbolism in a short story





Time needed





1 hour 20 minutes





Learning/Teaching/Assessment Tasks/Activities





Students explore some Chinese symbols and their meanings


They apply symbols that they have learnt in writing an ending for a story


They explore the use of colours as metaphors





Materials Required





Handouts for Learning Activities 1-3








Emily was worried about the journey that she would start, but when she moved from her bed to the window and saw the red sky light up the morning, a smile appeared on her face.  





Going into the forest was like going into a deep darkness. She trembled, stopped and was about to turn back when she saw a tiger in the long grass ahead. It gave her a start, but she was sure she saw it nod and beckon her to follow it. She breathed deeply and moved cautiously onwards.


    	


Chang never really knew why he came to this same spot at the edge of the forest. He just did. He had been coming here for three weeks now and he did not know why. But now he had had enough, this would be his last time. He bent his head and sighed, and out of the corner of his eye he saw a Mandarin duck, and as it came towards him he saw that in its beak it carried a flower, a magnolia. It sat down beside him. He decided to wait a little longer, just for a while.
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