Learning English through Short Stories



Theme and Message - Story and Fable Teacher’s Notes
This set of material is for classes who wish to examine the concept of theme more closely. It also allows them to consider the messages or morals of fables, and to practise writing a fable of their own invention.
Learning Activity 1

Stories and theme
1. Before students read the story, conduct a whole class discussion of what it would be like growing up in a small village far away from the big city.

2. Students read the short story. Its vocabulary is fairly straightforward, but if there are any words which present difficulty, encourage students to guess their meaning in context before going over them with the class.
3. Students follow the steps to guess the theme of the story. You could have a class discussion on what the theme is and why students think so. Stress that differences are not a problem as long as they can show their reasons for what they think the theme is. Differences can be highlighted and acknowledged to strengthen this point.
4. Students read the ending of the story and tell what they think the theme of the story is now. Again, allow different interpretations and encourage students to justify their answer. 
Answers for Part A:

1. She wants to seek a better future/a more fulfilling life.

2. He is waiting for his love.

3. Probably not. Emily knows her family will not understand why she has to leave and everyone Chang knows (probably including his family) says he is crazy.

4. Yes, Emily is very determined that it is time to leave home to seek happiness and fulfilment, while Chang believes in what he is waiting for but is less certain that his wishes will be fulfilled.

5. The people in Chang’s village say he is crazy, and those in Emily’s village will probably wonder why she leaves.

6. Students’ own answer with reasonable justification (One possible answer might be “The characters are trying to follow where their heart leads them. It is difficult to say whether it is right but I respect their decision.”)
7. Any reasonable title, e.g. The Road, Life Decisions

Suggested answers for Part B:

The theme of the story could be:

· love unites people from faraway places

· how different people make different personal decisions in life

· pursuing one’s ideal or realising one’s dream involves sacrifice and perseverance

Catering for Learner Diversity
For less advanced students, the teacher may do a vocabulary pre-activity with students, or provide a glossary to prepare students for the more challenging words in the story, such as “practically”, “outskirts” and “vigil”.

For more advanced students, consider introducing the concept of “twist” after they have read the ending of the story. A twist is an unexpected change in the plot which will bring the reader surprise or shock. Encourage students to share any stories/films with a twist that they have come across. You may also ask students to re-read the story ‘The Dance’ on page S12, which includes a twist at the end, or any other stories that contain a twist. Stories with a plot twist can be found at the following websites:
· http://www.readbookonline.net/stories/Henry/108/
· http://www.mysterynet.com/twist/
Learning Activity 2

Fables and message
The fable ‘The Fox and the Crow’ is from the collection of the ancient Greek scholar Aesop. The vocabulary is basic but you could pre-teach the following:

beak (line 1)
foot of the tree (line 4)
glossy (line 6)
surpass (line 6)
Test the meaning of “flatterers” to check the understanding of the message. 
Learning Activity 3

Writing a fable
Students are required to write a short fable in this activity. To help students to come up with more ideas, arrange them to work in pairs.

Catering for Learner Diversity
For less advanced students, consider asking them to collect some Chinese fables and turn them into English, or simply collect them for ideas. The following websites may help:
· http://edu.ocac.gov.tw/biweekly/animation3/index.htm
· http://www.epochtimes.com/b5/nf2771.htm

































Focus: Theme and Message – Story and Fable





Objectives





By the end of the lessons, students will be better able to:


identify the theme of a story


identify the message of a fable


determine the difference between a story and a fable


write a short fable





Time Needed





2 hours





Learning/Teaching/Assessment Tasks/Activities





Students take part in a whole class discussion about growing up in a small village


They read a short story and identify its theme


They read and write a short fable





Materials Required





Handouts for Learning Activities 1-3
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