Learning English through Short Stories



The Art of Storytelling
Teacher’s Notes

Introduction:

‘The Art of Storytelling’ consolidates the foci of other lessons in this resource package. Learning Activity 2 will focus on one of the stories ‘Old Sultan’, the purpose of which is to prepare them for telling their own story in the subsequent activities. Therefore, make sure students have finished reading it before starting this activity.

Before the lesson, tell students to research about storytelling. The following websites are useful resources for knowing more about storytelling:

· http://www.eldrbarry.net/roos/eest.htm
· http://www.chinesestorytelling.com/index.html

Tell the students they are going to tell a story and that they will have to find the story to tell. If possible, conduct this activity in a computer lab.

Present the students with the following options for finding their story:

a) Stories they can find themselves from any of the websites below or any of their own choice:
· http://www.merlynspen.org - a good source of writing from American high school students. Students need to join before they can search and download material. (Registration is required to download stories.)

· http://www.gutenberg.org/etext/2591 - directs the students to the tales of the Brothers Grimm. Useful for short fairy tales that were originally oral folk tales. There is access on this page to downloadable audio files. 

· http://www.storyarts.org/library/index.html - many short folk tales and fables.

· http://www.aaronshep.com/storytelling - popular storytelling site that has adapted stories into the storytelling format. Free to use.

b) Any story they know from any source. (Make sure it is a story in English.)

c) Local libraries.

d) Someone from their family or community who may have done something of note in their life.

You can also choose to download stories for your students from the above websites.

Catering for Learner Diversity
For less advanced students, these sites may be more suitable:
· http://www.gutenberg.org/etext/19994 for Aesop’s Fables
· http://www.gutenberg.org/etext/2591 for fairy stories

Learning Activity 1

Students bring their chosen story to class. Form them into groups of four and ask them to look at the four stories that they have and choose the one they consider most interesting. Students discuss what criteria they would use to choose their stories and decide on the story they consider most interesting. Suggest that the length of the story and the level of difficulty of the vocabulary in the text may be some of their considerations. Ask students to report on the criteria they have come up with and the story they have chosen.

Tell the students that they are going to determine the theme of their story as the first step. To help them to do so, take them through the activity of matching the specific topics to the themes.

Answers:

Travel – Strange Food

Growing up – Childhood

Adventure – Time Travel, Dreams

Romance – Broken Heart

History – Heroes, Famous People

Having completed the exercise, students go back to their chosen story and examine its theme. They then move on to identify who the main and other characters are. Ask them why they have given the name “main characters” to some of the characters and how they are different from the other characters.

Catering for Learner Diversity
For less advanced students, instead of asking them to read all the stories collected by their group members, you may ask them to simply share with their group members what their own story is about.

Learning Activity 2

Students should bring the story ‘Old Sultan’ to class for this activity. Based on the sequence of events in the story, students work in groups to complete Part A.

Answers for Part A:
9.
The boar and the wolf run away when they see the cat with three legs.
6.
The wolf wants to steal a sheep.

10.
Old Sultan and the wolf become friends again.

2.
Old Sultan hears the shepherd’s plans.

3.
Old Sultan tells the wolf what the shepherd plans to do.

1.
The shepherd decides to shoot old Sultan.

7.
The wolf challenges old Sultan to a fight.

5.
Old Sultan is told he can live with the shepherd and his wife forever.

8.
Old Sultan asks the cat with three legs to help him to fight the wolf.

4.
Old Sultan rescues the child.

Learning Activity 3

In Part A of this activity, students work in groups to develop the plot table for their chosen story in class, or they can complete it as homework. Tell students that they should know the story well and identify what they consider to be the most interesting or exciting parts of the story in order to keep the audience involved. 

In Part B of the activity, students write a concise version of the story which they will be telling the class. Remind them to make it easy for their classmates to understand the story by hearing without reading.
Catering for Learner Diversity
For less advanced students, you may ask them to write their story in fewer words, e.g. 50-80 words.
Learning Activity 4 

For Part A, go over the tips on storytelling and illustrate where necessary. Allow some time for students to practise using the fable ‘The Fox and the Crow’. You may go around groups, listen to students’ reading and give feedback so they know what you expect from them.
For Part B, allow students to practise in groups during lesson before they tell the class their own story. While they listen to the other groups telling their story, you may ask them to fill out the Feedback Form on Storytelling on page T61 and encourage them to give oral feedback to each other.





































Focus: The Art of Storytelling





Objectives





By the end of the lessons, students will be better able to:


have a better understanding of storytelling


revise, consolidate and reflect on the story elements such as plot, theme, character and setting previously taught in the module


retell a story to the class





Time Needed





2 hours 40 minutes





Learning/Teaching/Assessment Tasks/Activities





Students conduct an Internet search on storytelling


They identify story elements such as plot, theme, character and setting


They choose an interesting story and develop it into storytelling form


They retell their story to the class


 


Materials Required





Previously completed handouts on the story ‘Old Sultan’


Handouts for Learning Activities 1-4
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