Learning English through Short Stories


Writing a Short Story
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You are going to write your own story. Before you start, you need to consider the different elements of the story. 

Learning Activity 1

The Setting

The setting of the story can transport the reader through time and into a different place or culture all in a few words.  

Now look at the cards your teacher has given you. These are cards that will help you with the setting.

Points to remember when you are developing the setting:

a) You do not need to go into long descriptions about setting. Just the mention of something known to be associated with a foreign country or something that your reader will know is from a particular time can take the reader there.

b) Settings can be made by thinking about our senses – what you can hear, what you can see, what you can taste, what you can touch and what you can smell.

c) Descriptive adjectives are very useful to show the atmosphere within a story.

In the boxes below fill in some adjectives which describe the setting of the time and place in the centre. For each setting, an example has been given to you.
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When you have finished this exercise, write two sentences describing both of the settings and using some of the descriptive adjectives you have written down.

A. Setting 1 


e.g. Our story begins in a busy part of modern Shanghai.


____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
B. Setting 2 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Learning Activity 2

The Atmosphere

Choose words from the list below and put them in the circle that you think best fits how you feel about them.

bright

green – crawl  

drag – shadows – sadly

lad – blue – grey – dark – old

orange – wolf – flowers – owl – gloomy

warm – brown – brave – beautiful – glide – sunshine

yellow – enchanted – love – trouble – creep 

lost – unsure – child – summer 

kill – red – traffic – cuddle

 coward – pollution 

suffer

A happy, exciting atmosphere                        A dark and mysterious atmosphere


Now, look back at the previous sentences you wrote to describe the setting. Make your sentences more interesting by using some of the words you have chosen above.

e.g. Our story begins in a beautiful warm summer morning, in a small but busy district of modern Shanghai.

1. ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
2. ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
Learning Activity 3

Planning the setting and building atmosphere

Now think about the story you are going to write and create the setting and atmosphere for it.



Learning Activity 4

The Characters

Look at the cards your teacher has given you. Do you like them? Are there any that give you a picture in your mind of a character in your story?

You do not need to take any of them. You can create your own.

When you have made your choice, use the table below to develop your characters.

Points to remember when you are developing the characters:

a) When you complete the table remember that you are creating a picture of the characters in your mind. Not all the information needs to be given to the reader. You build the character by how they act, think and what they do.

b) The characters in your story have a name, so that is where you start.

c) When you start to describe a character, decide and write down if it is a main character or a minor character. (Note: The most important character in a story is the main character. Sometimes in a story the main character has a problem with, or is in conflict with, another character. We can call this the second main character. The other characters can be called minor characters.)

d) Give as much attention to your description of the minor character(s) as the main character(s).

	Name
	Main/Minor character?
	Personality
	What does he/she want to achieve in the story?

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Learning Activity 5

The Plot

Now you are going to complete a plot planner that will follow all the stages in the story from the beginning to the middle to the end.

Let’s complete the plot planner on the next page by following the steps below:

  

Part 1: The Beginning

Use the information in Learning Activities 1-4 to complete this part of the plot planner.

Part 2: The Conflict

In this part you are asked to think about the conflict in the story. To help us here, look back at your character descriptions. Choose the character you identified as the main character. What is the problem this character has in achieving what he/she wants? 

Part 3: The Climax

The most important and exciting part of the story is the climax, the stage in the story when something changes in relation to the conflict. First think about what will happen in the story that will lead to the climax.

Part 4: The End

The end of the story is the resolution of the conflict. What will happen to solve the problem that the story is about?





Learning Activity 6

Writing the story

A. Now that you have the plot of the story in mind, you can start writing your story on a separate sheet of paper. Give your story an interesting opening and closing.
B. After writing your first draft, use the peer feedback form below to invite comments from your classmate. 


C.
Read the comments from your classmates. Think about how you can improve your writing and write the final draft of your story.

Learning Activity 7

Performing the story – Reader’s Theatre

You are now going to tell the story to the class as a group and you are going to do this by reading the story you have just written in a dramatic way. We call this way of telling a story Reader’s Theatre.
Here are some ideas that will help to understand what a Reader’s Theatre is.

A Reader’s Theatre is:

a) telling a story by being the characters in that story.

b) using facial expressions and your voice to bring your words to life.

c) theatre where the most important thing is what has been written, i.e. the text.

A Reader’s Theatre is NOT:

a) a play, but people reading the story.

b) performed in a theatre, but is read from anywhere you have space, even at your desks in the classroom.

c) memorised, but is read straight from the script, looking up now and then to get your audience’s attention.

Rehearsal

At the beginning of the Reader’s Theatre the narrator’s job becomes very important. It is here where the setting is presented and the description of the characters takes place. Remember what is important is the text, i.e. what is written down. Remember you are reading so you do not need to memorise your lines. 

For the rehearsal think about the following:

a) While the whole point is reading and not acting, it will be more interesting if you show emotions in your face, use hand signals to express yourself or even mime an action that you are doing. For example, if you are driving a car, then mime turning the steering wheel with one hand while holding the script with the other.

b) Each reader should have the same script and should highlight in a special colour the words they are reading. Write beside the highlighted words any movement, mime or facial expressions.

c) When the bottom of the page is reached, each reader should turn the page together before starting the new page. (Your audience will be really impressed)

Rehearsal is very important and while it is important to rehearse the words you are speaking, it is also important to rehearse any movements you make on the stage.



Preparing for Rehearsal: A Movement Plan 
a) Prepare a movement plan if your characters are going to move. This way you can script movement as well as dialogue.

b) If your character is talking to another character then turn your head towards that person.

Movement Plan “1”
                          



Movement Plan “2”


c) Not all the characters will appear in the dialogue at the same time. To show that a character has left the scene he or she could turn their backs to the audience.                                                                               

d) Arrange your readers in rows or a semi-circle facing your audience. (Movement Plan “1”)
e) Use arrows to indicate any movement of the characters. (Movement Plan “2”)
f) If the character you are talking to is far away from you, look into the distance, above the heads of the audience, or if they are sitting while you are standing, look down or up.

g) A narrator always looks at the audience.

Movement Plan for the Reader’s Theatre Presentation of _______________________ 
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A) Where


In which country or place does your story take place?


___________________________________________________________________ 


___________________________________________________________________ 


How will the reader know this? What words could you use to describe this place?


___________________________________________________________________ 


___________________________________________________________________ 


___________________________________________________________________ 


___________________________________________________________________ 


B) When


In what period of time will your story take place? Is it in the past, present or the future? 





___________________________________________________________________ 


What words could be used to describe this period of time?


___________________________________________________________________ 


___________________________________________________________________ 


___________________________________________________________________ 


___________________________________________________________________ 


C) Atmosphere


What kind of atmosphere are you trying to achieve in your story? Write a short description below. Try to use adjectives to describe the atmosphere. Examples of adjectives are words such as gloomy, romantic and solemn.





I would like my story to happen _________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________ 


___________________________________________________________________ 


__________________________________________________________________________
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Plot Planner








Characters and Setting


How will the story begin? What characters will be introduced? Where and when will the story take place?


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





The Conflict


What is the main problem that will happen in the story? Who will this problem be between?


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 





The Climax 


What happens at the climax of the story and what are the events that lead to the climax?


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________











_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





The Ending


How will the conflict be ended and what will happen in the story to resolve that conflict? What happens to the characters at the end of the story?





_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 





Peer Feedback Form





From: _______________________        Story Title: ____________________________ 





1. The Theme


I think the theme of the story is ____________________________________________  


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


I think this because _______________________________________________________ 


_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





2. Characters 


Of all the characters in your story I like _________________________ best because _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





3. The Setting and Atmosphere


In my opinion, your story is set in _______________________________________ and it happens in (time) _________________________________________________________ 


______________________________________________________________________________The atmosphere of your story is _________________________________________ 


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

















4. The Plot


The conflict in your story is between __________________________ and _____________________ and the climax is when _____________________________ 


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





5. 	Language


I have looked at the language in your story and I have marked what I thought was wrong spelling with sp, what I thought was wrong grammar with gr and I have underlined words that I did not know. 





In your story I found these literary devices:  


Metaphor (     ), Simile (     ), Personification (    )





What I really liked about your story was _______________________________________ 


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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