What are Social Issues?

What are Social Issues?

Teacher’s Notes

Teachers can set the scene by telling students that they are going to discuss, research and present social issues in this module. To facilitate group work, it is suggested that the same grouping be maintained throughout the module as far as possible so that students’ discussion and work on the definition, causes and effects of a social issue as well as the solutions to it can contribute to their group presentation at the end of the module. The presentation is based on a research project that students carry out, and each group presentation will last for approximately eight minutes. To ensure that students set a good topic for their presentation, it is important that teachers help them to identify and formulate a feasible research topic. Apart from the oral presentation, teachers may also organise a final display of students’ written presentation at the end of the module so that students can learn from each other’s work.
A glossary, which gives the meanings of words in this package that students may have difficulty with, is provided in the Supplementary Materials Section. The words included in the glossary are marked with an asterisk where they first appear in this package. Teachers may distribute the glossary to students at the beginning of this module so that it can be referred to throughout the lessons for this module, or they may keep the glossary for their own reference and explain the meanings of words to students where necessary. 
Learning Activity 1
30 minutes (group work)
Preparation: Make one copy of the next two pages for each group. Cut up the cards.
(a) As a start, teachers can ask what students think social issues are and elicit examples from them. They then distribute the cards. Students should be allowed to use a dictionary. Check with students the cards they think are not social issues. Accept any reasonable answer. 
(b) Ask students to draw up a few criteria that make a topic a social issue. The following are some examples: 

(1) Social issues are usually controversial* in nature.
(2) A social issue should have a far reaching impact on the majority of people.
(3) Social issues often receive wide media coverage*.

(4) A social issue is a problem which has caused wide public concern.

(5) Social issues often involve a lot of emotions (e.g. anger, sympathy, frustration).
(6) Social issues often involve value judgement.
	(c)
	        Students categorise the issues in their own way and brainstorm other social issues.

Suggested categories: (issues in brackets are those for the more advanced students)
Environment: air pollution, energy crisis, environmental protection

Health: alcoholism, food safety, hunger, slimming culture

Violation of law / rules: crime, drug use in sport, fake goods, (pornography)
Pregnancy: abortion, low birth rate, teen pregnancy

Rights: animal rights, privacy, sexual equality, (capital punishment, sexual orientation discrimination, racial discrimination)
Misuse of power or strength: school bullying, nuclear arms race

Money: gambling, poverty

Follow up the learning activity by asking students how they have grouped the issues. Again, there is no absolute answer. Accept any reasonable categorisation. The key is to activate students’ logical thinking and encourage discussion. 
Instead of having a teacher-led discussion with students to follow up, teachers can regroup the students, so that the new group contains only one student from a previous group. Students report in their new group how they categorised the issues in their previous group. This allows students to see the different ways of categorising items and justify their own way.


	Social issues (accept any reasonable answer)

	Gambling
	Low birth rate

	School bullying
	Nuclear arms race

	Food safety
	Poverty

	Environmental protection
	Air pollution

	Alcoholism
	Abortion

	Drug use in sport
	Sexual equality

	Privacy
	Slimming culture

	Crime
	Animal rights

	Teen pregnancy
	Hunger

	Fake goods
	Energy crisis


	Non-social issues (accept any reasonable answer)

	Fashion
	Festivals

	Movie stars
	Communication

	Space travel
	Blind dating

	Time management
	Languages

	Blank cards

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Extra social issues for more advanced students

	Racial discrimination*
	Sexual orientation discrimination

	Capital punishment
	Pornography



(d) Teachers can ask students to bring newspapers to class so that they can come up with other social issues more easily. The following are some examples of social issues:

ageing population, capital punishment, child labour, cloning, compensated dating, drug abuse, drunk driving, euthanasia, family violence, global warming, human rights, intellectual freedom, sexual discrimination, terrorism, wealth gap
Learning Activity 2
30 minutes (group work)
1. Teachers remind students that there is a part later in the unit that discusses the impact or effects of social issues; in this activity, students’ explanation can be brief.

2. Students discuss and complete the table. Teachers can monitor and offer help when necessary.

3. Teachers also remind students that the ideas generated from this learning activity may be used when they choose which social issue they are going to use in the research project.

4. Optional follow-up: a mini-survey can be done. Secretaries can be appointed or elected to do the tally on the board to find out which issue students find most important. 

Learning Activity 3
20 minutes (individual work / pair work)
This learning activity allows students to reflect on whether they care about social issues and why they should. There is an option of students doing an interview to exchange opinions in pairs.
Focus: Module Introduction





Objectives





By the end of the lessons, students will be better able to:


identify social issues


discuss and explain why they should be concerned about social issues





Time Needed





1 hour 20 minutes





Learning / Teaching / Assessment Tasks / Activities





Students identify and categorise social issues


They brainstorm social issues


They discuss and rank the extent to which social issues affect them


They suggest why they should be concerned about social issues





Materials Required





Handouts on ‘What are Social Issues?’





Catering for Learner Diversity





For less advanced students:


Students can be given the following vocabulary matching exercise to prepare them for the categorisation activity.





privacy�
(�
(�
having little or no money to meet basic needs �
�
alcoholism�
(�
(�
the safeguarding of personal information �
�
poverty�
(�
(�
having a baby inside the female body�
�
abortion�
(�
(�
not real�
�
fake�
(�
(�
ending a baby’s life inside the female body�
�
pregnancy�
(�
(�
a serious drinking problem�
�



Answers:


1-b    2-f    3-a    4-e    5-d    6-c





For more advanced students:


Make use of the extra cards to challenge the more advanced students. 





Catering for Learner Diversity





For less advanced students:





You can provide students with five social issues to choose from, e.g. privacy, fake goods, environmental protection, crime and food safety. Students can then be asked to work on only one issue instead of three for each column of the table.
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