Sports Songs

A Quick Introduction to Some Features of Songs

Learning Activity 1

Listening

1.
Your teacher will play a song related to sports. Listen and see if you can tell what the lyrics are about. Write down some key words in the box provided below.
2.
Below are some features of songs. Do you already know some of them? Where did you come across them before?
A. Rhythm
Rhythm means the musical pattern of stressed and unstressed sounds in a line.

Take “Park ‘n Shop” as an example, why are the letters “a” and “d” omitted in the shop’s name?
This is because “and” is the small and unimportant word that is not stressed and can be shortened. When we say “Park” and “Shop” with more force, the result is a rhythm or musical pattern. 

We can follow this with other lines using the same pattern and create a simple song or chant:

Park and Shop

Buy a Fish

Take some Cheese

Pay the Bill

The three sounds do not have to be in three words.

Peter Pan has the same rhythm and pattern, as does fall apart.

Activity:
Think of the nursery rhymes you have learned before. Identify the rhythm and underline the stressed sounds in the following lines from two well-known nursery rhymes.
1. Twinkle, twinkle, little star,
  
How I wonder what you are!
2. Old McDonald had a farm. 

B. Rhyme
Rhymes are words that end in the same sounds. 

Let’s study the two lines from “Twinkle, twinkle, little star” again and note the underlined words:

Twinkle, twinkle, little star,
How I wonder what you are!
“Are” and “star” both have the final sound ar and they rhyme. It should be noted that spelling is not a good guide to rhyme. For example, “rear” and “bear” do not rhyme. It is the sound of the words that is important. 
Activity:
Think of three more words which rhyme with star.

1.

2.

3.

C. Repetition

Repetition means using the same word, phrase or sentence more than once in the text, usually to emphasise the message or make the song more catchy and memorable. For example, the phrase “we are the champions” is repeatedly used in the song “We Are The Champions” by the band Queen.

Lyrics: http://www.lyricsfreak.com/q/queen/we+are+the+champions_20112595.html
   
Music: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vofSgnnnIrI
3.
Now listen to the song again. Do any of the features above appear in the song? Note them down in the box below.
Learning Activity 2
Reading and Speaking
Read the following sports chants. In groups, refer to the features of songs you have learnt in Learning Activity 1 and discuss some of the song features you see in the chants below. Mark them on the lyrics and write down the name of the feature used.
1. We shall not be moved.

We shall not be moved.

We shall win the cup.

We shall win the cup.

We shall not be moved.

2. If we’re going to win,

Clap your hands.

If we’re going to win,

Clap your hands.

If we’re going to win,
Stamp your feet and clap your hands!

If we’re going to win,

Clap your hands.

3. We’re going to win the game,

We’re going to win the game,

We’re going to win the game,

And soon you’ll see we’re right.  

(tune: “For he’s a jolly good fellow”)

4. We’ll be running round the stadium with the cup,

We’ll be running round the stadium with the cup,

We’ll be running round the stadium with the cup,

Just you wait and see,

We’ll be running round the stadium with the cup.  

(tune: “She’ll be coming round the mountain when she comes”)

5. Ashes to ashes, dust to dust,

Hate to beat you, but we must!
6. We are the greatest

Who you can’t beat

‘Cos we’ll never 

Never take defeat!
7. Listen to the sound,

Listen to the sound,

The beat of defeat!

8. One, two, three, four,

Who do we adore?

Five, six, seven, eight,

Who do we appreciate?

(Shout name of team)
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Learning Activity 3
Writing and Speaking
In groups, write a sports chant for your sports team, your house, your class or your school. You might like to apply some of the features of sports chants you have learnt in this focus. Alternatively, you may adapt and rewrite one of the sports chants in Learning Activity 2. Perform your chant to the other groups after writing.
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