General Studies for Primary Schools
Air pollution - Student reference

	
A.	The main sources of air pollutants
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· Suspended particulates*, acidic gases and greenhouse gases are the main air pollutants in Hong Kong. 


*Remark: Suspended particulates are small particles in air e.g. dust, fume and smoke.

B. The influences of air pollutants on the environment and public health of Hong Kong 

1. Suspended particulates reduces the visibility 









A day with good visibility              A day with poor visibility



2. Greenhouse gases intensify the climate change
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3. Air pollutants are hazardous to health
·  Irritate human respiratory system and may cause the problems below:
· coughing
· difficult to breathe
·  Increase the risk for cardiovascular diseases




C. Ways of improving air quality

1. Reducing air pollution from transport
· Control vehicle emissions
· Phase out diesel* commercial vehicles progressively
· Encourage the public to use public transport
· Switch off idling engines 
· Encourage cruise ships to use cleaner fuel while at berth in Hong Kong 

2. Reducing air pollution from power plants 
· Increase the use of cleaner fuel for electricity generation
· Encourage the public to reduce electricity consumption

*Remark: Diesel contains impurities (e.g. sulphur). Acidic gases are generated when diesel is burnt.  





References: 
· Environmental Protection Department http://www.epd.gov.hk/epd/english/environmentinhk/air/data/emission_inve.html

· A Clean Air Plan for Hong Kong 
http://www.enb.gov.hk/en/files/New_Air_Plan_en.pdf
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