General Studies for Primary Schools
About Electricity – Story of a Scientist 
Worksheet (5A)


Read the article below and work with other group members to answer questions 1-4.

	A.  Why? Why? Why?

In 1847, Thomas Edison was born in the United States. When he was young, he liked to ask, "why?", and was fond of trying and testing.

There was once that Edison asked his mother, “why do the hens always sit on the eggs?” After being told the answer, Edison tried to imitate brooding but it turned out to have a whole basket of eggs crushed.

In another occasion, Edison’s mother told him, rubbing fur could produce electricity. Then, Edison caught two big cats and rub them against each other. Apparently, he was scratched.



General Studies for Primary Schools
About Electricity – Story of a Scientist 
Worksheet (5B)


Read the article below and work with other group members to answer questions 1-4.

	B.  A newsboy on a train

During the time being a newsboy, Edison learnt the basic telegraph skills and has also issued one newspaper on his own. As we knew, he didn’t give up his hobby - doing experiments. With the guard’s permission, he placed his experiment instruments and chemicals in the smoking room of the train. Then Edison began to sell newspapers and do experiments on the train until the accident happened…

The train compartments got burn because an accident occurred while he was doing experiments. Guard was too angry and slapped Edison in the face which made his right ear deaf. Edison was being abandoned from the train. And all his experimental materials collected were also thrown away.




General Studies for Primary Schools
About Electricity – Story of a Scientist 
Worksheet (5C)


Read the article below and work with other group members to answer questions 1-4.

	C.  The greatest invention

In his lifetime, Edison had invented over 2,000 objects and is known as the greatest inventor in the world.

In 1873, Edison created the transmitter. In 1876, he set up “Edison’s Laboratory”, the first industrial research laboratory in the United States. Two years later, he invented phonograph which caused a big excitement all over the world. Edison was then given the title of French Knight.

In 1882, he set up a power network in New York. Such contribution greatly improves our lives.






General Studies for Primary Schools
About Electricity – Story of a Scientist 
Worksheet (5D)
 

Read the article below and work with other group members to answer questions 1-4.

	D.  Messenger of Light

In early 19th century, people began to use gas lamps. Since the gas was transmitted through gas pipelines, it would be easy to have accidents if there were leaks or blockage of pipelines.

The greatest invention of Edison was electrical lights. He tried the experiments more than 1600 times with various heat-resistant materials and over 600 kinds of plant fibers. Successfully, he invented the first carbon-filament light bulb which could burn for 45 hours. Later on, he continued to improve production based on these methods, and finally invented a bamboo-filament light bulb with 1200-hour lifetime.






  Worksheet (5) Questions

1. Which of the following diagrams shows little Edison was eager to learn and curious? (Circle the correct letter(s) and answer(s) may be more than one.)
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2. Who hurt Edison and made his right ear deaf? (Circle the correct answer)

Edison's mother  /  train guard  /  Edison's father  /  train passenger

3. Circle three inventions by Edison.

telegraph  /  telephone  /  phonograph /  a power network in New York  /  train

4. What test did Edison carry out to invent the first light bulb?
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Suggested answers

1. Which of the following diagrams shows little Edison was eager to learn and curious? (Circle the correct letter(s) and answer(s) may be more than one.)
A & C
2. Who hurt Edison and made his right ear deaf? (Circle the correct answer)

Edison's mother  /  train guard  /  Edison's father  /  train passengers

3. Circle three inventions by Edison.

telegraph  /  telephone  /  phonograph  /  a power network in New York  /  train

4. What test did Edison carry out to invent the first light bulb?

He tried the experiments more than 1600 times with different heat-resistant materials and over 600 kinds of plant fibers.
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