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Topic 1

International Economic Cooperation
since 1945

A. Data-based Questions
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The Data-based questions are designed to facilitate learning and teaching, assessment for learning and 

assessment of learning. Teachers may adapt the questions and answers to address the diverse needs of 

students.

1.  Study Source A. 

SOURCE A

The following cartoon is taken from a British magazine dated 1 October 1947.

Source: “Neighbours ‘Come on, Sam! It’s up to us again. – Punch magazine cartoons website” (http://punch.photoshelter.com/image/
I0000iA0JCbgMlYk) (Accessed on 14 January 2014).

(a) Describe the economic condition of western Europe after the Second World War. Support your answer 

with two clues from Source A. (1+2 marks)

(b) What was the view of the cartoonist regarding the possible response of the United States to western 

Europe? Explain your answer with reference to Source A and using your own knowledge. (4 marks)

(c) Does Source A adequately reflect the American response toward the economic conditions in western 

Europe during the late 1940s? Explain your answer with reference to Source A and using your own 

knowledge. (5 marks)
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Question 1 

Suggested answers and reference for assessment

(a) Describe the economic condition of western Europe after the Second World War:

 Description of economic condition:

 - European countries’ self-help measures of economic recovery were not strong  

 enough.

 Clues, e.g.: 

 -  The wall labeled “western Europe” was about to fall and crumble. 

-  The pillar marked “self-help” was too thin and could hardly support the crumbling  

 house.

(b) View of the cartoonist regarding the possible response of the United States to 

western Europe:

 L1 General explanation of cartoonist’s view without due reference to the Source or 

one’s own knowledge

 L2 Cartoonist’s view explained with due reference to the Source and use of own 

knowledge

 Cartoonist’s view about US response to western Europe:

 - Providing financial support to western European countries through the Marshall Plan.

 - Clue, e.g.:

  * Man on left hand side lifting up the thicker supporting pillar labeled  

  “American aid”;

  * Caption of the Source ‘Neighbours “Come on, Sam! It’s up to us again”  

  meaning that the U.S. might want to help

 [1+2 marks]

[4 marks]

 [1 mark]

[max. 2,

1mark each]

[max. 2]

[max. 4]
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(c) Whether Source A adequately reflects American response to economic conditions in 

western Europe:

 L1 Lopsided answer focusing only on EITHER usefulness OR limitations 

L2 Comprehensive answer focusing on BOTH usefulness AND limitations 

 

 Usefulness, e.g.:

 -  The United States could readily provide financial aid to western European 

 countries since her economy was much stronger than that of the western European  

 countries.

 Limitations, e.g.:

 - Source A cannot show that the American financial aid originated from her  

 willingness to offer financial aid to Greece and Turkey through the Truman  

 Doctrine (1946).

 - Source A cannot show the name of the financial aid to western Europe (i.e.  

 Marshall Plan), its contents, amount of money provided (US$13 billion),  

 forms of aid (e.g. cash grants, subsidy in kind, etc.) and various conditions of  

 subsidy (e.g. European consumption of American products), etc.

[5 marks]

[max. 2]

[max. 5]
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2.  Study Sources B and C.

SOURCE B

The following passage is adapted from the ‘Marshall Plan’ speech by George Marshall, 5 June 1947. 

It is logical that the United States should do whatever it is able to do to assist in the return of normal 

economic health in the world, without which there can be no political stability and no assured peace. 

Our policy is directed not against any country or doctrine but against hunger, poverty, desperation 

and chaos. Its purpose should be the revival of a working economy in the world so as to permit the 

emergence of political and social conditions in which free institutions can exist.

Source: “The ‘Marshall Plan’ Speech at Harvard University, 5 June 1947 – OECD website” (http://www.oecd.org/general/
themarshallplanspeechatharvarduniversity5june1947.htm) (Accessed on 17 January 2014).

SOURCE C

The following cartoon entitled “Can He Block It?”, was published in the United States in 1947.

Source: “Soviet Opposition to the Marshall Plan – Library of Congress website” (http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/marshall/images/
stalinbb.jpg) (Accessed on 17 January 2014).
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(a) Refer to Source B. what was the ultimate aim of the Marshall Plan offered by the United States? 

Support your answer with one clue from Source B. (2 marks)

(b) Refer to Source C. How would the Soviet Union respond to the Marshall Plan? Explain your answer 

with reference to Source C and using your own knowledge. (4 marks)

(c) What was the impact of the response of the Soviet Union you pointed out in part (b) on the economic 

development of Europe in the 1950s and 1960s? Explain your answer with reference to Sources B and 

C, and using your own knowledge. (7 marks)

Question 2 

Suggested answers and reference for assessment 

(a) Ultimate aim of the Marshall Plan offered by the U.S.: [2 marks]

 Ultimate aim:

 - To boost European economic recovery [1 mark]

 - Clue: [1 mark]

  * The words “European recovery” appear above the basketball net which is the  

   target of the basketball labeled “Marshall Plan”

(b) Response of the Soviet Union to the Marshall Plan: [4 marks]

 L1 General description of Soviet response to Marshall Plan without due reference [max. 2] 

 to the Source

 L2 Explanation of Soviet response to Marshall Plan with due reference to the [max. 4] 

 Source and relevant historical facts

 Response of Soviet Union:

 - Refused to recognize the function of Marshall Plan as a subsidy for economic  

  recovery

 - Clue:

  * Joseph Stalin tried to catch the basketball labeled “Marshall Plan” and block  

   it from the target of “European recovery”.
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 Own knowledge:

 - The Soviet Union started some propaganda against the Marshall Plan, accusing  

  it as “dollar imperialism”, i.e. an attempt of building American economic hegemony  

  across Europe.

 - The Soviet Union discouraged communist countries in eastern Europe from   

  receiving aid through the Marshall Plan. Later, it even offered its alternative   

  Molotov Plan to eastern European countries.

(c) Impact of the response of the Soviet Union on European economic development [7 marks] 

 in the 1950s and 1960s

 L1 general answer covering only part of the given period/geographical area, and/or [max. 4] 

 without due reference to the Source/own knowledge

 L2 comprehensive answer covering the whole given period/geographical area, with [max. 7] 

  due reference to the Source and own knowledge

 Impact:

 - The US claim of her purpose in starting the Marshall Plan in Source B led to a  

  strong response from the USSR in Source C. The key issue was whether Joseph  

  Stalin in the cartoon could block the basketball “Marshall Plan” from hitting the  

  target of “European recovery”. (Source C)

 - USSR successfully banned eastern European states from accepting the Marshall  

  Plan, thus depriving them of prosperous economic growth. Because of this, Eastern  

  European states remained poor and backward, and lagged far behind western Europe  

  throughout the 1960s.

 - However, it could not obstruct the acceptance of Marshall Plan by western European  

  states, which therefore underwent successful economic recovery in the 1950s and  

  considerable growth in the 1960s. Their economic performance greatly surpassed  

  that of eastern European states.
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3.  Study Sources D and E.

SOURCE D

The following extract is adapted from the ‘Marshall Plan’ speech of 5 June 1947.

The truth of the matter is that Europe’s requirements for the next three or four years of foreign 

food and other essential products - principally from America - are so much greater than her present 

ability to pay that she must have substantial additional help or face economic, social, and political 

deterioration of a very grave character.        

George Marshall, 5 June 1947

Source: “The ‘Marshall Plan’ speech at Harvard University, 5 June 1947 – OECD website” (http://www.oecd.org/general/
themarshallplanspeechatharvarduniversity5june1947.htm) (Accessed on 14 March 2014). 

SOURCE E

The following cartoon is taken from a British magazine dated June 18 1947.

Source: “The Rival Buses – Punch Cartoon Prints from Punch Magazine website”    

Stalin
Truman

(http://punch.photoshelter.com/image?&_bqg=3&_bqh=ejxtkftpxcaqhx_n9mvfurq4srmekipnuc2yazr0ivrt9ujge.sl8dclzuybdr6g
75zhqgc13myvhj6ffzeub3asfhbvy93n1h4u6.kc5cuqj1vgacu52w9lorz3p2x5ng5jhsgccgrbyqzzmoazayazadori5xmtezb_y6qv1h1
f1si66blxbwnkmzrr11aa5i0herhgrqdjnpaqlbckjjl27m2hhwnobfz9mognpdxyn4qcgjcpx843hwpjo6etriloxbjevehusktu7qpc7imga.
o0tp6b6trh2wscun4opqv9_usndlv1gxqxymhc2a-&gi_id)

(Accessed on 12 March 2014). 
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(a) Refer to Source D. Explain why the United States offered the Marshall Plan in 1947. (2 marks)

(b) Does Source E provide the same reason for the United States to offer the Marshall Plan, as you pointed 

out in part (a)? Explain your answer with reference to Source E and using your own knowledge. 

(4 marks)

(c) Do Sources D and E sufficiently reflect the historical background of European economic cooperation 

after the Second World War? Explain your answer with reference to Sources D and E and using your 

own knowledge. (6 marks)

Question 3 

Suggested answers and reference for assessment

(a) Reason for the U.S. to offer the Marshall Plan in 1947 [2 marks]

 L1 General answer without due reference to the Source [1 mark]

 L2 Well explained answer with due reference to the Source [2 marks]

 - European countries badly needed additional help in terms of foreign food and   

  other necessities. If the U.S. did not provide these, European countries could   

  suffer from serious economic, social and political disruptions.

(b) Whether Source E provides the same reason as in part (a) [4 marks]

 L1 General answer without due reference to Sources D and E [max. 2]

 L2 Well explained answer with due reference to Sources D and E [max. 4]

 

 Source E does NOT provide the same reason as in part (a):

 - Reason shown in Source D: to assist European countries in economic recovery  

  and solving economic needs.

 - Reason shown in Source E: to counter the expanding influence of the USSR   

  in eastern Europe (represented by Joseph Stalin pushing passengers “Hungary”  

  and “Bulgaria” to board the bus to “Pension Russe” in Source E).
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 Explanation, e.g.:

 - Implication of Source D: If the U.S. did not provide the Marshall Plan, European   

  countries would fall into hopelessness in their material life.

 - Implication of Source E: If the U.S. did not provide the Marshall Plan, European  

  countries would entirely fall under the hegemony of the USSR.

(c) Whether Sources D and E sufficiently reflect the historical background of [6 marks] 

  European economic cooperation after WWII

 L1 Lopsided answer focusing on either usefulness or limitations [max. 3]

 L2 Comprehensive answer covering both usefulness and limitations [max. 6]

 

 Usefulness, e.g.:

 - (Source D) the necessity of helping European countries solve their urgent   

  economic problems and boost economic growth

 - (Source E) the necessity of winning support from European countries so as to   

  counterbalance the expanding influence of the USSR

 Limitations, e.g.:

 - (own knowledge) after WWII the U.S. intended to depart from its pre-WWII  

  isolationism and expand its leadership role in global politics and economics

 - (own knowledge) the U.S.’s realization of the importance of helping countries   

  suffering from serious economic setbacks so as to avoid the outbreak of another  

  world war



132

International Cooperation and Regional Politics Since 1945

4.  Study Sources F and G.

SOURCE F

The following cartoon entitled “Step on it, Doc!” is adapted from a journal published in the United States 

in 1947.

Source: “Step on it, Doc! – History Tunes website” (http://www.historytunes.com/images/cartoons/43-1.png) (Accessed on 17 
January 2014).

SOURCE G

The following excerpt is adapted from Harry Truman’s address before a joint session of Congress on 12 

March 1947.

I believe that it must be the policy of the United States to support free peoples who are resisting 

attempted subjugation by armed minorities or by outside pressures. I believe that we must assist free 

peoples to work out their own destinies in their own way. I believe that our help should be primarily 

through economic and financial aid which is essential to economic stability and orderly political 

processes.

Source: “Student Activity: Harry Truman and the Truman Doctrine – Harry S. Truman Library & Museum website” (http://www.
trumanlibrary.org/teacher/doctrine.htm) (Accessed on 17 January 2014)
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(a) Refer to Source F. What is the cartoonist’s view about the role of the Soviet Union in western Europe? 

Support your answer with one clue from Source F. (1+1 marks)

(b) Refer to Source G. Would Harry Truman agree with the view of the cartoonist as you pointed out in part 

(a)? Explain your answer with reference to Source G and using your own knowledge. (4 marks)

(c) What are the usefulness and limitations of Sources F and G in explaining the reasons for the 

intervention of the United States in the post-WWII economic development of Europe? Explain your 

answer with reference to Sources F and G and using your own knowledge. (6 marks)

Question 4 

Suggested answers and reference for assessment

(a) Cartoonist’s view about the role of the USSR in western Europe [1+1 marks]

 Cartoonist’s view about the role of the USSR: [1 mark]

 - The USSR was trouble-maker / source of chaos.

 Clue: [1 mark]

 - The eagle labeled “communism” (representing the USSR) was bringing the   

  evil-looking child labeled “chaos” and flying to western Europe at high speed.

(b) Whether Harry Truman would agree with the cartoonist’s view [4 marks]

 L1 General answer without due reference to Sources F and G [max. 2]

 L2 Well explained answer with due reference to Sources F and G [max. 4]

 Harry Truman’s view: AGREE with the cartoonist’s view

 - Harry Truman mentioned that there were people in Europe “who are resisting   

  attempted subjugation by armed minorities or by outside pressures” (Source G).  

  This corresponds to the possible threat of “chaos” being brought by the eagle   

  to western Europe (Source F).

 - Harry Truman pointed out that the US policy was to “assist free peoples to work  

  out their own destinies” and to provide “economic and financial aid” (Source G).  

  This corresponds to the doctor (representing the US Congress) rushing to Western  

  Europe to forestall “chaos” (Source F).
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 Explanation, e.g.:

 - The threat of communism was ascending during the post-WWII years as economic  

  recovery was the primary economic concern while political stability was at stake if  

  economic problems were not solved.

(c) Usefulness and limitations of Sources F and G in explaining the reasons for [6 marks] 

  American intervention in post-WWII economic development in Europe

 L1 Lopsided answer focusing on either usefulness or limitations [max. 3]

 L2 Comprehensive answer covering both usefulness and limitations [max. 6]

 

 Usefulness, e.g.:

 - (Source F) the need to forestall chaos that could be brought by the rise of communism  

  at times of economic difficulties

 - (Source G) the need to free European peoples who would be subject to communist  

  subjugation and to help them establish economic stability and political order

 Limitations, e.g.:

 - The American realization of the need to take up a more active leadership role in  

  international affairs after a long period of isolationism

 - The American desire to transplant its successful capitalist system to European   

  countries which might possibly turn communist under the influence of various   

  communist parties and their influence
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5.  Study Sources H and I.

SOURCE H

The following is a map of eastern Europe from 

1945-1955.

SOURCE I

The following is a map of the European Economic 

Community.

(a) What can you infer from Source H about the pattern of economic cooperation in eastern Europe during 

the period 1945-55? Support your answer with one clue from Source H. (2 marks)

(b) Describe and explain the pattern of economic cooperation in western Europe during the period 1952-90. 

Explain your answer with reference to Source I and using your own knowledge. (4 marks)

 (c) Do Sources H and I sufficiently reflect the patterns of economic cooperation in Europe during the 

period 1945-2000? Explain your answer with reference to Sources H and I and using your own 

knowledge. (7 marks)
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Question 5 

Suggested answers and reference for assessment

(a) Pattern of economic cooperation in eastern Europe during 1945-55 [2 marks]

 Pattern of economic cooperation: [1 mark]

 - Under the influence and control of the USSR

 Clues: [1 mark]

 - eastern European states became “satellite states” of the USSR, signifying that   

  they were subject to the influence and control of the USSR.

(b) Pattern of economic cooperation in western Europe during 1952-90 [4 marks]

 L1 General answer without due reference to Source I [max. 2]

 L2 Well explained answer with due reference to Source I [max. 4]

 Pattern of economic cooperation in western Europe:

 - Gradual participation in the European Economic Community over 4 decades,   

  instead of all at once

 Clues:

 - The Inner Six (i.e. West Germany, France, etc.) joined in 1957

 - The U.K. and Ireland joined in 1973.

 - Greece, Spain and Portugal joined in the 1980s.

 - East Germany joined in 1990.

(c) Whether Sources H and I sufficiently reflect the patterns of economic cooperation [7 marks] 

 in Europe during 1945-2000

 L1 Lopsided answer focusing on either usefulness or limitations [max. 4]

 L2 Comprehensive answer covering both usefulness and limitations [max. 7]
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 Usefulness, e.g.:

 - Source H shows only the once-for-all inclusion of eastern European communist  

  states in the USSR’s sphere of control.

 - Source I shows only the gradual participation of western European capitalist states  

  in the European Economic Community.

 Limitations, e.g.:

 - Both sources fail to reflect how the communist and capitalist states cooperated among  

  themselves, e.g.

  * By sharing raw materials (coal and steel) among the Inner Six during the 1950s;

  * By specializing in different stages of production, i.e. East Germany in industry,  

   Romania in agriculture
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6.  Study Sources J and K.

SOURCE J

The following text is adapted from a book on European economic integration.

The first stone in the building of the European Community was laid on 9 May 1950, when Robert 
Schuman, the French Foreign Minister, put forward a plan worked out by himself and Jean Monnet 
for France and Germany to pool all their coal and steel production under a joint High Authority, 
within an organization open to any other country in Europe. Behind this proposal lay a twofold 
realization: on the one hand, it was pointless to impose unilateral restrictions on Germany, but at the 
same time a fully independent Germany was still perceived as a potential threat to peace. The only 
way out of this dilemma, Schuman realized, was to bind Germany politically and economically into a 
firmly based grouping of European States.

Source: Klaus-Dieter Borchardt, European Integration: The origins and growth of the European Union (Luxembourg: Office for 
Official Publications of the European Communities, 1995), p.9.

SOURCE K

The following is adapted from the ‘Treaty Establishing the European Coal and Steel Community, ECSC 

Treaty,’ signed on April 18 1951.

The aim of the Treaty [of Paris], as stated in Article 2, was to contribute, through the common market 
for coal and steel, to economic expansion, growth of employment and a rising standard of living. Thus, 
the institutions had to ensure an orderly supply to the common market by ensuring equal access to the 
sources of production, the establishment of the lowest prices and improved working conditions. All of 
this had to be accompanied by growth in international trade and modernization of production.

Source: “Treaty Establishing the European Coal and Steel Community, ECSC Treaty – EUROPA website” (http://europa.eu/
legislation_summaries/institutional_affairs/treaties/treaties_ecsc_en.htm) (Accessed on 12 March 2014). 

(a) Refer to Source J. What was the motive behind Robert Schuman’s proposal of setting up “an organization 

open to any other country in Europe”? Support your answer with one clue from Source J. (1+1 mark)

(b) Refer to Source K. What was the objective of setting up the European Coal and Steel Community, as 

officially stated in Source K? Explain your answer with reference to Source K. (3 marks)

(c) Which source reflects a more pressing need for economic cooperation during the early 1950s? Explain 

your answer with reference to Sources J and K and using your own knowledge. (6 marks)
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Question 6 

Suggested answers and reference for assessment

(a) Motive behind Robert Schuman’s proposal [1+1 mark]

 Motive: [1 mark]

 - To check the revived, economically and politically strong Germany by creating   

  a balance of power in Europe

 Clue: [1 mark]

 - “to bind Germany politically and economically into a firmly based grouping   

  of European States”

(b) Objective of setting up ECSC [3 marks]

 L1 General answer without due reference to the Source [max. 1]

 L2 Comprehensive answer with due reference to the Source [max. 3]

 

 Objective:

 - To facilitate economic growth, create job opportunities and upgrade the   

  Europeans’ living standard

 Clue:

 - “to contribute … to economic expansion, growth of employment and a rising   

  standard of living”

(c) Which source reflects a more pressing need for economic cooperation during [6 marks] 

 the early 1950s

 L1 One-sided answer without comparing the two motives, and using either the [max. 3] 

  Source or own knowledge

 L2 Comprehensive answer with thorough comparison and discussion of both motives, [max. 6] 

 and using both the Source and own knowledge

 

 Source K reflects a more pressing need for economic cooperation during the early 1950s.
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 The need to check German threat to peace:

 - (Source J) Robert Schuman hoped to form an economically stronger group of   

  European states to check German expansion.

 - (Own knowledge) Germany was largely disarmed and divided after 1945, and   

  could hardly re-unify her own forces to act against her neighbours militarily again.  

  It was the right time to check German expansion before it was too late.

 The need to facilitate European economic and material growth:

 - (Source K) The ECSC was set up to foster economic and material growth, and  

  generate a better standard of living

 - (Own knowledge) This economic need was urgent after WWII, since many   

  farms and factories were destroyed during WWII, and had not yet fully recovered  

  then. The inability to produce enough food and daily necessities to satisfy the   

  post-war population was a matter of life and death.
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7.  Study Source L.

SOURCE L

The following features a political caricature by a German cartoonist on the signing of the European Coal and 

Steel Community Treaty dated April 19 1951.

‘Six ministers board the same boat’

Source: “Cartoon by Wand on the signing of the ECSC Treaty (19 April 1951) – CVCE website” (http://www.cvce.eu/obj/cartoon_
by_wand_on_the_signing_of_the_ecsc_treaty_19_april_1951-en-b3e362b0-c399-4e67-9202-b7f2caebc08e.html) (Accessed on 12 
March 2014). 

(a) What is the cartoonist’s view about the relative influence of the earliest members of the European Coal 

and Steel Community (ECSC)? Cite relevant clues from Source L to support your answer. (1+2 marks)

(b) What is the cartoonist’s attitude towards the forthcoming development of the ECSC? Explain your 

answer with reference to Source L and using relevant historical facts from the 1950s. (4 marks)

(c) Did the cartoonist’s attitude you mentioned in part (b) correspond to actual historical development 

during the 1950s-60s? Explain your answer with reference to Source L and using your own knowledge.  

 (6 marks)

West Germany

France

Italy

Belgium

Netherlands

Luxemburg
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Question 7 

Suggested answers and reference for assessment

(a) Cartoonist’s view about relative influence of earliest ECSC members: [1+2 marks]

 L1 General answer without due reference to the Source [1 mark]

 L2 Comprehensive answer with due reference to and elaboration on the Source [2 marks]

 Cartoonist’s view:

 - West Germany, France and Italy played a leading role / more prominent role   

  than Belgium, the Netherlands and Luxemburg.

 Clue:

 - Adults representing West Germany, France and Italy in the cartoon walk in front  

  of the young kids representing Belgium, the Netherlands and Luxemburg, implying  

  that they were pioneers in the ECSC.

 - Representatives of West Germany, France and Italy were drawn bigger than   

  those representing Belgium, the Netherlands and Luxemburg, implying that they  

  followed the leadership of West Germany, France and Italy.

(b) Cartoonist’s attitude towards forthcoming development of ECSC: [4 marks]

 L1 General answer focusing on either the Source or own knowledge [max. 2]

 L2 Well-explained answer covering both the Source and own knowledge [max. 4]

 Cartoonist’s attitude: positive / optimistic

 Clue (either one):

 - The 6 minsters set sail on a sunny day with seagulls flying.

 - The ship is a large and stable one, and its smoke shows that it is ready to spark  

  off a journey.

 Own knowledge:

 - The most urgent period (late 1940s) of food insufficiency was basically over.   

  The early 1950s was a time for further reconstruction.

 - Each of the 6 member states of the ECSC had their own relative advantages in  

  terms of resources and technology, thus making them complementary partners  

  to start the cooperative reconstruction.
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(c) Whether the cartoonist’s attitude in part (b) correspond to actual historical [6 marks] 

 development during the 1950s-60s:

 L1 Lopsided answer covering only part of the given period (1950s-60s), and without [max. 3] 

  due explanation using own knowledge

 L2 Comprehensive answer covering the whole given period (1950s-60s), and with [max. 6] 

 due explanation using own knowledge

 Answer: Yes

 Source L:

 - Leadership of West Germany and France in the ECSC prevailed in the 1950s.

 - Close partnership among members in the Inner Six prevailed in the 1950s.

 Own knowledge:

 - The leadership of West Germany and France continued over the 1950s-60s. West  

  Germany became the strongest economic power in Europe after experiencing   

  the economic miracle. French leadership was particularly obvious in her rejection  

  of British membership during Charles de Gaulle’s term of office.

 - The ECSC (1952) and the EEC (1958) were so successful in enhancing European  

  economic growth that the European Community was set up in 1961 based on their  

  previous models.
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8.  Study Sources M and N.

SOURCE M

The following cartoon appeared in a British evening newspaper on 19 November 1948. 

“Europe- It’s Me!”

Source: “Cartoon by Low on General de Gaulle’s European idea (19 November 1948) – Centre Virtuel de la Connaissance sur l’Europe 
website” (http://www.cvce.eu/viewer/-/content/715e2d83-a903-4e5d-aca9-b171e5ad60ca/cdbf03c3-5fc3-4b85-b6d8-40fef7b312b1/
en) (Accessed on 12 February 2014).

Charles 
de Gaulle 
(representing 
France)Harry Truman 

(U.S. President)

Clement Attlee 
(British Prime 
Minister)
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SOURCE N

The following is a Dutch cartoon dated 17 November 1961.

“America is seeking rapprochement with the European Community.”

De Gaulle: “No, I can’t bring myself to swallow that yet!”

Source: “Cartoon by Wierengen on relations between France and the United States of America (17 November 1961) - Centre Virtuel 
de la Connaissance sur l’Europe website”  (http://www.cvce.eu/obj/en-482efda9-63b1-483c-a362-a584ece372d5) (Accessed on 12 
February 2014).

(a) Refer to Source M. What was the view of France about European affairs and the role of the U.S. and 

Britain? Explain your answer with reference to Source M. (3 marks)

(b) Refer to Source N. Did France adopt the same view when handling the affairs of the European 

Community in the early 1960s, as you pointed out in part (a)? Explain your answer with reference to 

Source N and using your own knowledge. (4 marks)

(c) What are the usefulness and limitations of Sources M and N in reflecting the diplomatic attitude of 

France as an obstacle to European economic integration during the period 1948-75? Explain your 

answer with reference to Sources M and N and using your own knowledge. (6 marks)

*Engeland: England

*Verenigde de Staten:  
  the United States of America
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Question 8 

Suggested answers and reference for assessment

 

(a) View of France about European affairs and role of the U.S. & Britain [3 marks]

 L1 General answer without due reference to Source M [max. 1]

 L2 Comprehensive answer with due reference to Source M [max. 3]

 

 View of France:

 - European affairs were to be exclusively handled by France, not by the U.S. and Britain.

 Clues:

 - Charles de Gaulle said “Europe – It’s me!”

 - The U.S. (represented by Harry Truman) and Britain (represented by Clement Attlee)  

  had to kneel down in front of Charles de Gaulle, listen to him, and had their   

  hands off Europe.

(b) Whether France adopted the same view when handling European Community [4 marks] 

 affairs in the early 1960s

 L1 Lopsided answer focusing on either the Source or own knowledge [max. 2]

 L2 Comprehensive answer covering both the Source and own knowledge [max. 4]

 

 Whether France adopted the same view in the early 1960s:

 - Yes. France was reluctant to accept British influence in European Community   

  affairs and rejected any American influence at all.

 Clue:

 - Charles de Gaulle (representing France) could hardly swallow the bread labelled  

  England, and said that “I can’t bring myself to swallow that yet!”

 - Charles de Gaulle rejected the bread labelled the United States of America.

 Own knowledge:

 - France was still skeptical about any British influence in Europe, particularly ny  

  British commercial interests with the British Commonwealth and the U.S. which  

  might largely weaken the leading position and influence of France in the 1950s.
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 - Also, anti-American sentiments existed in France due to the imposing cultural,  

  economic and political influence of the U.S. delivered through the Marshall Aid  

  since the 1940s.

(c) Usefulness and limitations of Sources M and N in reflecting the diplomatic [6 marks] 

 attitude of France as an obstacle to European economic integration during the  

 period 1948-75

 L1 Lopsided answer focusing on part of the given period (1948-75), and focusing [max. 3] 

 on either the Sources or own knowledge

 L2 Comprehensive answer covering the whole given period (1948-75), and covering [max. 6] 

  both the Sources and own knowledge

 

 Usefulness, e.g.:

 - (Source M) The anti-British and anti-American diplomatic attitude of France in  

  the late 1940s restricted the process of European economic integration on the   

  European continent, and confined the Inner Six to coordinate the economic  

  cooperation on their own.  

 - (Source N) France’s slow acceptance of Britain in the early 1960s and the prevalent  

  anti-Americanism slowed down the progress of European economic integration,  

  i.e. no new members joined the Inner Six in the late 1960s, although the economic  

  cooperation among the member states was getting closer.

 Limitations, e.g.:

 - Sources M and N do not reflect the change of French attitude towards Britain and  

  the U.S., as well as the subsequent advance in the progress of European economic  

  integration.

 - Since the retirement of Charles de Gaulle in 1969, the anti-British and anti-American  

  stance of France softened. After another round of negotiation, Britain was eventually  

  admitted to the European Community in 1973, thus extending the extent of European  

  economic integration to a former economic power. This further strengthened the  

  economic status of the European Community.
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9.  Study Source O.

SOURCE O

The following  cartoon appeared in a British newspaper on 18 February 1969.

Source: “Cartoon by Papas on WEU and the United Kingdom’s application for accession to the European Communities (18 February 
1969) - Centre Virtuel de la Connaissance sur l’Europe website” (http://www.cvce.eu/viewer/-/content/5cba5816-45f3-416e-8355-
0e20798053f7/04bd8684-60c1-46b6-9a45-6c7ed79c1f5b/en) (Accessed on 12 February 2014).

(a) Could Britain take part in the European economic cooperation during the late 1960s?   

Cite relevant clues from Source O to support your answer. (1+1 mark)

(b) What was the main reason for your answer in part (a)? Explain your answer with reference to Source O 

and using your own knowledge. (4 marks)

(c) Did the pattern of European economic cooperation you mentioned in parts (a) and (b) change in the 

1970s? Explain your answer with reference to Source O and using your own knowledge. (6 marks)

Harold Wilson 
(British Prime 
Minister)

WEU = Western 
European Union

EEC = European 
Economic 
Community

Charles de Gaulle 
(French President)
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Question 9 

Suggested answers and reference for assessment

(a) Whether Britain could take part in European economic cooperation during [1+1 mark] 

 the late 1960s

 Whether Britain could take part: No [1 mark]

 Clue: [1 mark]

 - Harold Wilson (British Prime Minister) had to stay outside the house labelled EEC.

(b) Main reason for answer in part (a) [4 marks]

 L1 General answer focusing merely on the Source [max. 2]

 L2 Comprehensive answer covering both the Source and own knowledge [max. 4]

 Main Reason:

 - France dominated the European Economic Community (EEC) and was anxious  

  about maintaining her influence.

 Clue:

  * The nose of Charles de Gaulle (French president) was so large that it blocked   

   the entrances to the house labelled European Economic Community.

 Own knowledge:

 - France under Charles de Gaulle’s presidency attempted to maintain strong   

  French influence in the EEC, restrict British participation and minimize   

  British influence. It was because of the French unwillingness to be weakened   

  by the relative economic strength of Britain and the incoming of various   

  commercial interests from the British Commonwealth.

(c) Whether the pattern of European economic cooperation in parts (a) & (b) [6 marks] 

 change in the 1970s

 L1 General answer focusing on either the Source or own knowledge [max. 3]

 L2 Comprehensive answer covering both the Source and own knowledge [max. 6]
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 Whether the pattern would change: 

 - Yes

 - (Source O) Britain was barred from joining the EEC until early 1969 due to   

  the opposition of France to British membership.

 - However, circumstances changed soon in 1969 as Charles de Gaulle retired and  

  some of his policies were abandoned.

 Own knowledge:

 - After Charles de Gaulle’s retirement, the anti-British stance of France subsided.

 - Negotiations with Britain concerning British membership resumed, leading to  

  Britain’s eventual membership in the EEC in 1973.
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10.  Study Sources P and Q.

SOURCE P

The following is adapted from a book on European economic cooperation in 1977.

Between 1955 and 1970 the total East-West trade rose nearly 5.5-fold; within this trade, the exports of the 

developed capitalist countries to the socialist countries increased from 1.3 to 8.4 billion dollars, while the 

exports of the socialist countries to the capitalist countries increased from 1.7 to 7.8 billion dollars. For the 

sake of comparison it has to be added that in the same period the total exports of the developed capitalist 

countries 3.7-fold, those of the socialist countries 3.5-fold and the world average 3.3-fold.

Source: János Szita, Perspectives for All-European Economic Co-operation (Budapest: Akadémiai Kiadó, 1977), p.54.

SOURCE Q

The following is an extract of Mikhail Gorbachev’s writings on Europe in 1987.

The dialogue started between the communists and social democrats by no means obliterates the 

ideological differences between them. At the same time, we cannot say that any of the participants in this 

dialogue has lost face or been placed under the thumb of the other side… The success of the European 

process could enable it to make an even bigger contribution to the progress of the rest of the world.

Source: M. Gorbachev, Perestroika: New Thinking for Our Country and the World (New York: Harper & Row Publishers, 1987), 
p.207 & 209.

(a) Refer to Source P. How did the economic relationship between the capitalist countries and socialist 

countries in Europe develop during the period 1955-70? Cite relevant clues from Source P to support 

your answer. (1+2 marks)

(b) Refer to Source Q. What was the attitude of Mikhail Gorbachev towards the development of economic 

relationship between capitalist and socialist countries in Europe during the 1980s? Explain your answer 

with reference to Source Q. (4 marks)

(c) “The economic integration between eastern and western European countries started long before the end 

of Cold War in 1991.” Do you agree? Explain your answer with reference to Sources P and Q and using 

your own knowledge. (6 marks)
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Question 10

Suggested answers and reference for assessment

 (a) Development of economic relationship between capitalist and socialist countries [1+2 marks] 

 during the period 1955-70

 Relationship: [1 mark]

 - Capitalist and socialist countries in Europe built increasingly strong trading  

  relationships. OR

 - They became increasingly interdependent in terms of trade.

 Clues: [2 marks]

 - The total East-West trade rose nearly 5.5-fold.

 - While world export trade increased by only 3.3-fold during the given period,  

  the total exports of the developed capitalist countries rose by 3.7-fold and those  

  of the socialist countries 3.5-fold.

 - All these show that the capitalist and socialist countries relied particularly more  

  on this bilateral trade.

(b) Attitude of Gorbachev towards economic relationship between capitalist and [4 marks] 

 socialist countries in Europe during the 1980s

 L1 General answer without due explanation [max. 2]

 L2 Comprehensive answer with due explanation [max. 4]

 

 Attitude of Gorbachev:

 - Positive / approving / appreciative

 - Clues, e.g.:

 - “we cannot say that any of the participants in this dialogue has lost face… ” / “success  

  of the European process” / “even bigger contribution to the progress of the rest of the world”
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 Explanation:

 - Gorbachev was one of the prominent politicians of the 1980s who re-built harmonious  

  relationships between the two blocs.

 - Instead of compromising on ideological principles, Gorbachev considered the   

  building of friendly and cooperative relations between the two blocs as a strategy  

  of win-win diplomacy.

(c) “The economic integration between eastern and western European countries [6 marks] 

 started long before the end of Cold War in 1991.” Do you agree?

 L1 Merely elaborating on the two Sources without showing and explaining stance, [max. 3] 

 and focusing on either the Sources or own knowledge

 L2 Showing and explaining stance, and covering both the Sources and own knowledge [max. 6]

 Stance, e.g.:

 Agree

 Sources:

 - Although Source Q shows that Gorbachev welcomed the connections between the two  

  blocs in as late as the 1980s, Source P shows that the export trade between the   

  capitalist and Communist blocs had already been increasing by 5.5 times during  

  the period 1955-70.

 - This proves that the economic integration between western and eastern European  

  countries started not in the 1980s, but early in the 1950s.

 Own knowledge:

 - The period of mutual exclusion in trade between the two blocs lasted from the  

  mid-1940s to the mid-1950s. After that, communist countries in eastern Europe  

  realized the need to catch up with the western European countries’ economic   

  progress by trading with them. Therefore, doors were opened for ever-increasing  

  trade volumes since the 1950s.

 - This implies that the economic integration between eastern and western European  

  countries in the late 1980s / early 1990s was only the last stage of the long episode.
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11.  Study Sources R and S.

SOURCE R

The following is a table of Europe’s economic growth (in terms of average annual growth rate) from 1890-1993.

Note: @1973-87

GDP and population are aggregates for 12 countries (Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, 

Germany, Italy, Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom, all adjusted for boundary 

changes)

Sources: 1870-1989, Maddison, Dynamic forces; 1989-93, OECD, Economic outlook, as cited in N.F.R. Crafts, ‘The Golden Age of 
Economic Growth in western Europe, 1950-1973,’ The Economic History Review 48, no. 3 (1995), p.429.

Period Real GDP Populaton
Real GDP

Per capita Per hour

1890-1913 2.6 0.8 1.7 1.6

1913-50 1.4 0.5 1.0 1.9

1950-73 4.6 0.7 3.8 4.7

1973-93 2.0 0.3 1.7 2.7@
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SOURCE S

The following are two maps of the European Community and European Union circa 1986 and 1995 

respectively.

Source: “European Community – Wikipedia”  
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:EC12-1986_
European_Community_map_enlargement.svg   
(Accessed on 12 March 2014). 

Source: “European Union – Wikipedia”   
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:EU15-1995_
European_Union_map_enlargement.svg  
(Accessed on 14 March 2014). 

(a) Refer to Source R. How did the European economy perform during the period 1950-73 when compared 

to other periods in the 20th century? Support your answer with relevant clues from Source R. (1+2 

marks)

(b) (i) Describe the trend of European economic integration shown in Source S. (1 mark)

 (ii) How might the European economic performance you mentioned in part (a) be related to the trend  

  you pointed out in part (b)(i)? Explain your answer with reference to Sources R and S. (4 marks).

(c) What are the usefulness and limitations of Source S in reflecting the process of the European economic 

integration up to the end of the 20th century? Explain your answer with reference to Source S and using 

your own knowledge. (5 marks)

1986 1995
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Question 11 

Suggested answers and reference for assessment

(a) Performance of European economy during the period 1950-73 [1+2 marks]

 European economic performance: [1 mark]

 - The growth of Real GDP during 1950-73 exceeded that of other periods, signifying  

  a much quicker economic expansion.

 Clues, e.g.: [2 marks]

 - The Real GDP of 1950-73 increased by 4.6% per year on average, which was much  

  higher than the 2.6% attained by the previous peak of development (1890-1913).

 -  The Real GDP per capita of 1950-73 increased by 3.8% per year on average, which  

  was also much higher than the 1.7 in the periods before and after the peak of 1950-73.

(b) (i) Trend of European economic integration [1 mark]

  Trend: [1 mark]

  - The European Union admitted more member states, e.g. Spain, Portugal,  

   Austria and Norway, in 1995. European countries became more integrated  

   and united.

 (ii) How the European economic performance might be related to the trend of [4 marks] 

  European economic integration

  L1 Obscure or no attempt at drawing cause-and-effect relationship between the [max. 2] 

  performance and the trend, and focusing on either one Source

  L2 Clear explanation of cause-and-effect relationship between the two, and  [max. 4] 

   covering both Sources
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 Relationship between the performance and the trend:

 - The performance (part (a)) was the cause, and the trend (part (b)(i)) was the effect.

 - (Source R) The rapid annual growth of Real GDP in western European countries  

  demonstrated the benefits of economic integration among some western European  

  countries. Thus, other countries started to contemplate joining the European Community.

 - (Source S) Attempting to model on how some western European countries   

  benefitted from economic cooperation, countries like Spain, Portugal, Austria,  

  Sweden and Finland joined the European Community/Union during the 1980s  

  and 1990s.

(c) Usefulness and limitations of Sources S in reflecting the process of European [5 marks] 

 economic integration until the end of the 20th century

 L1 Lopsided answer focusing on either usefulness or limitations

 L2 Comprehensive answer covering both usefulness and limitations

 Usefulness, e.g.:

 - (Source R) Post-WWII economic cooperation in western Europe caused obviously  

  faster growth of Real GDP among these countries.

 - (Source S) In the 1980s and 1990s, countries like Spain, Portugal, Austria, Sweden  

  and Finland joined the Inner Six and Britain who had formed the European   

  Community earlier on.

 Limitations, e.g.:

 The Sources fail to show the following episodes in the course of European economic  

 integration:

 - The start of the economic integration in the 1940s, i.e. Benelux, ECSC and EEC;

 - The prolonged skepticism of France towards Britain and the issue of British   

  membership until the early 1970s;

 - The transformation of the European Community to the European Union; and

 - The applications of former communist countries in eastern Europe after 1991 and  

  the issue of their suitability for membership in the EU.



158

International Cooperation and Regional Politics Since 1945

12.  Study Sources T and U.

SOURCE T

The following extract is found from an official document issued by the Commission of the European 

Communities on 31 May 1995.

The increasingly closer integration of the European economies calls for greater monetary 

coordination, against a background marked by the disappearance of fixed exchange rate regimes and 

the globalization of the world economy.

Only the single currency and its environment of stability will provide the citizens of Europe with the 

many practical advantages listed below:

 a more efficient single market, once the single currency is in place;

 the stimulation of growth and employment;

 elimination of the additional costs connected with the existence of several European currencies;

 an increase in international stability;

 enhanced joint monetary sovereignty for the Member States.

Source: Green Paper: On the Practical Arrangements for the Introduction of the Single Currency (Luxembourg: Office for 
Publications of the European Communities, Lanham, Md.: UNIPUB, 1995), p.10.
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SOURCE U

The following is extracted from an article on effects of the euro published in January 1999.

With the euro in existence, trade among the 11 countries will not require the purchase or sale of 

foreign exchange nor will contracts for transactions among the countries be subject to uncertainties 

regarding future exchange rates. Furthermore, with prices quoted in the same currency (the euro) in 

all 11 countries, firms in euroland are more likely to trade with one another and consumers are more 

likely to purchase products made in other euroland countries.

In those circumstances, trade among the 11 countries will probably increase in relation to their trade 

with the rest of the world. Both imports from and exports to non-EMU countries would increase less 

rapidly than in the past.

Source: “International Effects of the Euro (by Robert Solomon in January 1999) – The Brookings Institution website” (http://www.
brookings.edu/research/papers/1999/01/01globaleconomics-solomon) (Accessed on 17 January 2014).

(a) Refer to Source T. Identify three benefits that may result from the imposition of the single currency in 

Europe. (3 marks)

(b) Refer to Source U. What is the author’s view about the development of the Euro as the common 

currency of 11 European countries? Explain your answer with reference to Source U. (4 marks)

(c) What are the usefulness and limitations of Sources T and U in reflecting the development of economic 

integration in Europe during the 1990s? Explain your answer with reference to Sources T and U and 

using your own knowledge. (7 marks)
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Question 12

Suggested answers and reference for assessment

(a) Three benefits resulting from imposition of single currency in Europe [3 marks]

 L1 Quoting directly from the Source without paraphrasing [max. 2]

 L2 Explaining from the Source in one’s own words [max. 3]

 

 Benefits (any three), e.g.:

 - Smoother functioning of the single market;

 - Faster economic growth and raising employment rate;

 - Reducing costs incurred in the exchange of European currencies;

 - Guaranteeing international stability; and

 - Member states sharing sovereignty over the new single currency.

(b) Author’s view about development of Euro [4 marks]

 L1 General answer focusing merely on the Source [max. 2]

 L2 Well-explained answer covering both the Source and own knowledge [max. 4]

 View:

 - The use of Euro would be beneficial to trade within the Euro zone.

 - Clues, e.g.:

  * “…nor will contracts for transactions among the countries be subject to   

   uncertainties regarding future exchange rates”

  * “firms in euroland are more likely to trade with one another”

  * “consumers are more likely to purchase products made in other euroland   

   countries”
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 Own knowledge:

 - Original national currencies of Euroland countries are pegged at fixed rates to the  

  new Euro, thus also fixing the exchange rates between national currencies.

 - The adoption of Euro as an account clearing unit (from 1999 to 2002) served to  

  stabilize the cost of transactions, profits and losses in businesses. Although national  

  currencies continued to exist for the time being, trade among Euroland countries  

  were hopefully safeguarded from uncertainties.

(c) Usefulness and limitations of Sources T and U in reflecting the development of [7 marks] 

 economic integration in Europe during the 1990s

 L1 Lopsided answer focusing on either usefulness or limitations [max. 4]

 L2 Comprehensive answer covering both usefulness and limitations [max. 7]

 Usefulness, e.g.:

 - (Sources T and U) the introduction of Euro as single common currency among  

  Euroland countries as part of economic integration

 - (Source U) the subsequent reduction of trade uncertainties and anticipated increase  

  in trade among euroland countries

 Limitations, e.g.:

 Sources T and U do not reflect the following:

 - The process of transformation from European Community to European Union   

  (together with its structural and operational changes)

 - The geographical coverage of economic integration in the EU, i.e. which countries  

  were / were not included in the Euro zone

 - Various controversies and obstacles to the adoption of Euro as single currency
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13.  Study Source V.

SOURCE V

After the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989, the following text was published as part of a book issued in 1992. 

Whether the EC [European Community] and other West European institutions have grown strongly 

enough to stand together and help the eastern European countries to gradually close the gap and join 

with the prosperous half of western Europe. Or, whether the gap has indeed become unbridgeable 

in which case one should not rule out an alternative nightmarish scenario whereby western Europe 

becomes ‘East Europeanized,’ ‘Third Worldized’ or simply thrown back to its heroic of barbaric past, 

complete with new religions and new wars, new prophets and new Caesars.’

Source: P. Tsakaloyannis, ‘Risks and Opportunities in East and South’ in A. Pijpers, ed., The European Community at the Crossroads 
(Dordrecht: M. Nijhoff, 1992), p.186.

(a) Identify a major duty of the European Community in the 1990s, as shown in Source V. Cite one clue 

from Source V to support your answer. (1+1 mark)

(b) Did the author firmly believe that the European Community could perform the duty you mentioned in 

part (a)? Explain your answer with reference to Source V and using your own knowledge. (4 marks)

(c) Did Europe during the period 1991-2000 become more similar to the former western Europe or eastern 

Europe? Explain your answer with reference to Source V and using your own knowledge. (7 marks)
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Question 13

Suggested answers and reference for assessment

(a) A major duty of the European Community in the 1990s [1+1 mark]

 Major duty of the EC:

 - To reduce the wealth gap and difference in prosperity between eastern and [1 mark] 

  western European countries

 Clue:

 - “help the eastern European countries to gradually close the gap and join with the [1 mark] 

  prosperous half of western Europe”

(b) Whether the author firmly believed that the EC could perform its duty mentioned [4 marks] 

 in part (a)

 L1 Merely elaborating the Source without identifying author’s stance [max. 2]

 L2 Able to identify author’s stance and elaborating the hidden meaning of the source  [max. 4]

 Whether the author firmly believed the EC could perform its duty:

 - No.

 - Clues, e.g.:

  * The Source is written in “whether … or …” style, implying that there were two  

   possibilities (both optimistic and pessimistic), instead of a purely optimistic one,  

   in the ongoing development of the EC.

  * The title of the complete text is “Risks and Opportunities in East and South”  

   which implies that the prospect of the EC may be filled with risks apart from  

   achievements.

 Own knowledge:

 - 1992 was still the fresh beginning stage of the post-Cold War era, during which the  

  relatively poorer eastern European states were still trying to integrate themselves  

  into the relatively more prosperous economic system of western Europe. There  

  were still a lot of uncertainties and no positive development can be taken for   

  granted.
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(c) Whether Europe during the period 1991-2000 became more similar to the former [7 marks] 

  western Europe or eastern Europe

 L1 Rough answer attempting merely to discuss the general development of the 1990s [max. 2]

 L2 Lopsided answer focusing merely on either side of the comparison [max. 4]

 L3 Comprehensive answer showing a balanced comparison between the two sides [max. 7]

 More similar to western Europe than eastern Europe:

 - (Source V) “join with the prosperous half of western Europe” – Some eastern  

  European countries (e.g. Czechoslovakia, Poland) really became more industrialized  

  and took up greater roles in the European industrial development. Their wealth  

  level and living standard also became nearer to those of western Europe.

 - (own knowledge) In general, after 1991, the former eastern European countries  

  abandoned their communist economic models and followed the economic system  

  of the capitalist West, such as the market economy system. None of them retained  

  the communist system of command economy.

 More similar to eastern Europe than western Europe:

 - (Source V) “western Europe becomes ‘East Europeanized’, ‘Third Worldized’, …”  

  – After 1991, some western European countries became outcompeted by the   

  more competitive, former eastern European countries. Their status of First World  

  capitalist countries was marginalized by some former eastern European states. 

 - (Own knowledge) The above situation took place when western European countries  

  such as Spain, Portugal and Greece experienced severe competition in industry and  

  trade from former eastern European countries such as Poland and Czechoslovakia.  

  Their ability to sustain an effective economic system and maintain healthy national  

  finance has been subject to open doubt during the 1990s.
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14.  Study Source W.

SOURCE W

The following is adapted from a book on European history published in 2010.

Unquestionably, the number one factor in bringing about global changes was the collapse of 

communism and the Soviet superpower. The Cold War division of Europe and the world, which 

had determined its history since 1945, finally ended. The danger of war was eliminated. Europe 

rearranged itself and realized a new European order… these changes accompanied another equally 

historic change, a milestone in European history, which was the transformation and elevation of the 

European Community, both in terms of its expansion and its radically “deepened” integration. It took 

deep roots during the Cold War. This development began the elevation of Europe as a superpower. A 

feverish enlargement process gained spectacular speed after 1980.... The new and major enlargement 

process began in the mid-1990s... The successive enlargement process, combined with a deliberate 

cohesion policy to assist backward regions and countries, generated and accelerated a catching-up 

process of the former peripheral countries of Europe.

Source: I. Berend, Europe Since 1980 (Cambridge, Mass.: Cambridge University Press, 2010), pp.42-43.

(a) Identify two major changes in Europe brought by the end of the Cold War in 1991, as shown in 

Source W. (2 marks)

(b) Did the author of Source W think Europe was becoming stronger or weaker by 2000? Explain your 

answer with reference to two arguments used in Source W. (4 marks)

(c) “The economic integration of Europe in the 1990s was imposing the standards of western Europe on the 

former eastern European countries.” Do you agree? Explain your answer with reference to Source W 

and using your own knowledge. (7 marks)



166

International Cooperation and Regional Politics Since 1945

Question 14

Suggested answers and reference for assessment

 (a) Two major changes in Europe brought by the end of the Cold War in 1991 [2 marks]

 L1 Merely quoting from the Source without paraphrasing [max. 1]

 L2 Answer explained in one’s own words [max. 2]

 Two major changes:

 - The Cold War division of Europe came to an end and Europe became one again.  

  (Clue: “Europe rearranged itself and realized a new European order.”)

 - The European Community ascended in terms of its size and importance in Europe.  

  (Clue: “transformation and elevation of the European Community, both in terms  

  of its expansion and its radically ‘deepened’ integration”)

(b) Whether the author of Source W thought Europe was becoming stronger or  [4 marks] 

 weaker by 2000

 L1 General answer without due reference to the Source [max. 2]

 L2 Well-explained answer with due reference to the Source [max. 4]

 Whether the author thought Europe was becoming stronger or weaker:

 - Stronger

 - Clues, e.g.:

 - “The development began the elevation of Europe as a superpower.”

 - “…to assist backward regions and countries, generated and accelerated a catching-up  

  process of the former peripheral countries of Europe”

 Explanation:

 - By 2000, Europe experienced the consolidation of the political, economic, cultural  

  and diplomatic forces of an increasing number of European countries. The new  

  European Union gradually became stronger and more influential in world   

  affairs, and could coordinate various aspects of development (particularly economic)  

  within Europe.
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(c) “The economic integration of Europe in the 1990s was imposing the standards of [7 marks] 

 western Europe on the former eastern European countries.” Do you agree?

 L1 General elaboration of the general historical development of the 1990s without [max. 2] 

 due reference to stance of the given statement

 L2 Rough answer attempting to answer the question without sufficiently relating the [max. 4] 

 issue in question with the historical development of the 1990s

 L3 Well-explained answer sufficiently focusing on the issue in question and relating it [max. 7] 

  with the historical development of the 1990s

 Agree, e.g.

 - (Source W) “…combined with a deliberate cohesion policy to assist backward  

  regions and countries” / “accelerated a catching-up process of the former peripheral  

  countries of Europe” – The relatively poorer, former eastern European states   

  had been seen as “peripheral” while the capitalist western European states were  

  seen as models, thus making Europe centered on the value systems of the capitalist  

  western Europe.

 - (Own knowledge) The enlargement of the European Community/Union in the   

  1990s was indeed the extension of the EC/EU framework and structure to the   

  newly admitted countries, and such framework and structure were based entirely  

  on the economic and political experience of the capitalist West since the end of  

  WWII. The EC/EU structure and procedures by no means modelled on the   

  communist political and economic systems.

 Disagree, e.g.:

 - (Source W) “…combined with a deliberate cohesion policy to assist backward  

  regions and countries” / “accelerated a catching-up process of the former peripheral  

  countries of Europe” – The attempts at assisting former eastern European   

  states to integrate effectively into the capitalist western European states   

  demonstrated the latter’s willingness to take the former’s situation into   

  consideration. It was not a wholesale hegemony of western values and standards.

 - (Own knowledge) The accession of former eastern European countries to the EC/EU  

  required not merely their willingness to transform on the line of the capitalist system,  

  but also the existing EC/EU members’ answering to the former’s needs and   

  practical considerations. It experienced a process of liaison and compromises   

   throughout the 1990s and beyond 2000.


