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Question 1

How successful was the United Nations in resolving problems of wealth and resources 
worldwide after the Second World War?

Suggested approaches:

 A proper answer to this question should include three important elements, namely:

  Problems of wealth and resources,

  Solutions adopted by the UN in resolving these problems, and

  Achievements and limitations of the UN in doing so.

 Students should strike a good balance between these three elements throughout all the sections/ 

paragraphs in this essay.

 To present ideas systematically, students may want to choose either one of the following approaches:

Approach 1:

 The essay begins with an introduction which states the student’s stance on the degree of successfulness of 

the UN in resolving global problems of wealth and resources.

 The first part of the essay examines the achievements of the UN in handling wealth and resources 

problems.

 The second part deals with the limitations of the UN in doing so.

 The third part weighs between the achievements and the limitations of the UN, and reaches an overall 

judgment on the extent of the successfulness of the UN.

 The conclusion should reinstate the student’s stance on the given question.

Introduction

Part 1: Achievements of the UN (in different aspects)

Part 2: Limitations of the UN (in different aspects)

Conclusion

Part 3a: Comparison between achievements and limitations

Part 3b: Overall judgment on the extent of the UN’s successfulness
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Approach 2:

 The essay begins with an introduction which states the student’s stance on the extent of successfulness of 

the UN in resolving global problems of wealth and resources.

 The first part of the essay can be divided into 3-4 aspects, in each of which the student can examine one 

specific problem, corresponding solutions adopted by the UN, and the UN’s achievements and limitations 

in handling that particular problem. (Note: In each particular aspect, students should not make any 

premature attempt at commenting on the extent of successfulness.)

 The second part of the essay, i.e. the overall judgment, should weigh between the cumulative accounts 

of achievements and limitations, point out which account is more prevalent, influential and dominant, as 

well as determining the extent of successfulness of the UN.

 The conclusion should reinstate the student’s stance on the given question.

Introduction

Part 1: Achievements of the UN

Aspect 1

• Problems

• Solutions

• Achievements

• Limitations

Aspect 2

• Problems

• Solutions

• Achievements

• Limitations

Aspect 3

• Problems

• Solutions

• Achievements

• Limitations

Aspect 4

• Problems

• Solutions

• Achievements

• Limitations

Conclusion

Part 2a: Comparison between achievements and limitations

Part 2b: Overall judgment on the extent of the UN’s successfulness
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 No matter which approach is adopted, students can think about the following questions when comparing 

achievements with limitations and trying to determine the extent of successfulness of the UN:

  Which side – the achievements or the limitations – is more obvious?

  Which side has endured a longer time in the given time frame?

  Which side has had a stronger impact on mankind?

  Which side has influenced a larger number of people?

  Was the general situation of global wealth and resources distribution by 2000 better or worse than  

 right after the Second World War?
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