
II

11*. Reconstruction and 
development in Japan

after WWII
(Think Dots)

Examples of differentiated
lesson plans
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Example 11

SS History S4

Topic Reconstruction and development in Japan after WWII

Number of Lessons 2 lessons (35 minutes per lesson)  

Learning objectives

Know • Post-war problems in Japan

Understand • Causes of change in emperor’s status in post-war Japan

Do • Analyse the role of the US in the reconstruction of post-war Japan

Tools for differentiation/Instructional strategies

  Tools for differentiation
• Form A and B (Appendix 1)

• Equalizer         (Appendix 2)

Instructional strategies

• Graphic organizer

• Think Dots
   This strategy makes use of the six sides of a dice to design questions for students    
    to understand and analyse a certain concept or issue from different perspectives.
   *You may view chapter 3 of the animated video for reference.

• Graffiti activity
   This tool/strategy facilitates pre-assessment or assessment of students’ 
    readiness by asking them to write their own ideas and comment on others’    
    views on posters in the classroom.

  • Jigsaw
   This strategy is a way of flexible grouping. Students will first form discussion groups 
   and then expert groups. After students return to their discussion groups, experts in 
   each group will report findings on their specified area of discussion.
   *You may view chapter 3 in the animated video for reference.

Learning and teaching materials

Activity materials • Three A3 posters and three colour markers

Pre-assessment • Graphic organizer (Appendix 3)

Classwork
• Graffiti activity poster (Appendix 4)

• Tiered worksheets for Think Dots (Appendix 5)

Reading Materials • Photos and written materials (Appendix 6)

Students’ work • Graffiti activity poster (Appendix 7)
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Teaching Flow

Time Steps in the 
lesson Learning and teaching activities Elements/strategies of

Differentiated Instruction

Before 
lesson

Pre-assessment: 
What problems 
did Japan face 

after the Second 
World War?

·Students complete the graphic 
organizer before the lesson.

·Teacher understands students’ 
readiness for this topic based on 
the pre-assessment results, then 
provides additional information and 
responds to students’ answers.

According to the results of Form A and B, 
most students prefer to learn history through 
video clips and group activities, while some 
enjoy role-playing. (Appendix 1)

Differentiation of product Teacher adjusts 
the product based on students’ readiness.

Equalizer (Appendix 2)
(From structured to open)
Pre-lesson worksheet : Graphic organizer 
(Appendix 3)

Students sum up the political, economic, social 
and diplomatic problems faced by Japan after 
WWII in the graphic organizer. With these basic 
ideas, students may understand the development 
of post-war Japan in the next lesson.

Lesson 1 & 2

20 
mins

Activity 1

Group activity 1: What condition/
ways were necessary for Japan to 
achieve reconstruction and
development?
·Put up posters of different colours at 

three spots in the classroom.

·When time is up, each group takes 
turns to move to other groups and 
write comments on other posters 
using the given codes.

Graffiti activity poster (Appendix 4)

Present students’ products during the 
class. To ensure participation of each group 
member, members have to write down their 
answers one by one.

Teacher sums up similar ideas from the 
posters, and analyse opinions that are not 
understood or disagreed with. This on one 
hand allows the teacher to check students’ 
learning progress, and on the other identify 
the learning difficulties and adjust the content 
and focus of the lesson accordingly.

10 
mins

Teaching
·Teacher explains the occupation of 

Japan by the Allied Powers after the 
Second World War.

(From foundational to transformational)

30 
mins

Activity 2

Group activity 2 : What was the 
impact of the Allied Occupation on 
Japan?
·Each group reads materials about 

the period and answers six different 
types of questions. 

·Group members roll a dice to answer 
a question. Students may have 5 
minutes to study the question.

·Teacher arranges students with the 
same task to finish it together in the 
form of Jigsaw

·Lastly, group members give a 
presentation.

Tiered worksheets for Think Dots
(Appendix 5 and 6)

Think Dots : The class is divided into three
groups, with one group for students with 
higher level of readiness.

Prepare two sets of questions (levels 1 & 2). 
Students with higher level of readiness will 
attempt level 2 questions) (From single facet 
to multiple facets)

10 
mins

Conclusion
·The teacher wraps up the lesson: Do 

you agree that the Allied occupation 
of Japan laid the foundation for its 
post-war development?

Students’ work (Appendix 7)
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25

20

15

10

5

0
Q1  Q9  Q5 Q13  Q2  Q10  Q6 Q14  Q3  Q11  Q7 Q15  Q4 Q12  Q8 Q16  Q17  

Reading level 
R(1-3)

Writing Level
W(1-3)

Group(G)/
Solo(S) Interests

Visual(V)
Auditory(A)

Kinesthetic(K)

R1 : 11%
R2 : 61%
R3 : 28%

W1 : 17%
W2 : 61%
W3 : 22%

S     : 17%
G    : 61%
S/G : 22%

Surfing the Net             : 28%
Playing mobile phone   : 28%
Computer games         : 11%
Reading History books :  6 %
Others                          : 27%

V/A : 61%
V/K : 33%
K     :  6 %

Critical Thinking Skills
C1(1-3)

Collaboration Skills
C2(1-3)

Creativity
C3(1-3)

C1-1 : 28%
C1-2 : 56%
C1-3 : 16%

C2-1 : 17%
C2-2 : 44%
C2-3 : 39%

C3-1 : 33%
C3-2 : 61%
C3-3 :  6 %

Appendix 1

Data collected from Form A 23 Students

Data collected from Form B

Adapted from Carol Ann Tomlinson, Leading and Managing a Differentiated Classroom, ASCD, 2011. pp.156-157
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Appendix 2

Equalizer: A tool for differentiating process and product
Topic: Reconstruction and development in Japan after WWII (S4)

Structured
List the problems faced

by Japan after WWII

Open
What do you think was the

most challenging issue faced
by Japan after WWII?

Foundational
Explain the U.S. policies

in Japan after WWII.

Transformational
Analyse how the U.S.

treated Germany
(another defeated state) 
differently from Japan.

Single Facet
Analyse the changes in the
Japanese emperor’s status

during the Allied occupation.

Multiple Facets
Summarise various views
on the Allied occupation

of Japan.

Adapted from Carol Ann Tomlinson, How to differentiate instruction in mixed-ability classrooms,
Pearson Education, 2005. pp.47
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Problems faced by Japan after WWII
In the graphic organizer below, list problems faced by Japan after WWII.

After filling out the diagram above, what do you think was the most challenging issue faced by Japan after 
WWII? Explain your answer.

Problems 
faced by 

Japan after
WWII

Political

Social

Economic

Military / diplomatic

Appendix 3
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Group activity 1
What conditions / ways were necessary for Japan to achieve

reconstruction and development?

Put up three A3 posters at three spots in the classroom. Each group will use a different colour marker.
Members write down an answer on the poster one by one. Next, each group takes turns to move to the 
other groups and write comments on their posters using the given codes

! : New opinion;      X : We agree;     ? : We do not understand or disagree

Appendix 4
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Group activity 2
What was the impact of the Allied Occupation on Japan?
Each group reads the relevant sources in Appendix 6 and then answers the “Think Dots” questions below.

Changes
How was the Japanese

emperor’s status
changed after WWII?

(Refer to Sources A and B)

Role
What role did MacArthur
play in Japan during the

Occupation period?
Support your answer with
one clue from Source C.

Purpose
What are the purposes
of the pictures and text

materials in Sources A to
D? Explain your answer.

Comparison
Compare the views of the
authors in Sources C and
D on the reconstruction of

Japan.

Usefulness
In what ways do Sources
C and D have helped you
in understanding how the

Allied Power facilitated
Japan’s reconstruction
during their occupation.

Limitation
What is the limitation of

Sources C and D in helping
you understand how the
Allied Power facilitated
Japan’s reconstruction
during their occupation.

Questions about role (Level 1) and comparison (Level 2) are adopted from HKDSE History (2013) Paper 1.

Appendix 5
Tiered Worksheet-Level 1
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Group activity 2
What was the impact of the Allied Occupation on Japan?
Each group reads the relevant sources in Appendix 6 and then answers the questions below.

Changes
How was the Japanese

emperor’s status changed?
Can you explain the
reasons behind it?

(Refer to Sources A and B)

Role
Study Sources C and D,
which one has positive

view towards MacArthur?
Explain your answer.

Purpose
Give a heading to each of
the Sources (A, B, C and

D) and explain your answer.

Comparison
Do Sources C and D share
the same view regarding

the importance of the
Japanese themselves in

Japan’s post-war 
reconstruction? Explain your 

answer with reference to 
Sources C and D.

Usefulness
In understanding the role

of US in Japan’s
reconstruction, point out

and explain the most
useful part in each of the
Sources (A, B, C and D).

Limitation
With reference to Sources

C and D, which one do
you agree with its view on

post-war Japan’s 
reconstruction and 

development? Can you provide 
additional information to 
support your argument?

Questions about role (Level 1) and comparison (Level 2) are adopted from HKDSE History (2013) Paper 1.

Appendix 5
Tiered Worksheet-Level 2
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Group Activity 2 : Photos and written materials
What was the impact of the Allied Occupation on Japan?

Source A : Photo taken in the early 1940 about Emperor Showa in parade.

Group members throw the dice and read the relevant photos (Sources A/B) or written materials
(Sources C/D). Then members answer the questions in Appendix 5 and give presentation to the class.

For Sources C and D, refer to HKDSE History (2013) Paper 1

Source B : Photo taken on 27 September, 1945 at Embassy of the United States in Tokyo. It was the first 
time Douglas MacArthur and Emperor Showa met each other.

Appendix 6
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Graffiti activity poster

Appendix 7
Students’ work


