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Example 13

SS History S5

Topic Conflicts between Israel and the Arabs

Number of Lessons 3 lessons (35 minutes per lesson)

Learning objectives

Know • Location of the Middle East countries and events in the Arab–Israeli conflicts

Understand • Historical factors underlying the Arab–Israeli conflicts, such as race, religion 
   and territorial sovereignty.

Do • Analyse whether the UN Partition Plan is a reasonable solution

Tools for differentiation/Instructional strategies

  Tools for differentiation
• Form A and B (Appendix 1)

• Equalizer         (Appendix 2)

Instructional strategies

• Frayer Model
   It is an assessment tool for understanding students’ prior knowledge and 
   learning difficulties.
   *You may view chapter 2 in the animated video for reference.

• Jigsaw
   This strategy is a way of flexible grouping. Students will first form discussion 
   groups and then expert groups. After students return to their discussion 
   groups, experts in each group will report findings on their specified area of
   discussion.
   *You may view chapter 3 of the animated video for reference.

Learning and teaching materials

Video clips
• Bring about a future: Farewell to peace, a video filmed by the Radio 
   Television Hong Kong in the Middle East

Pre-assessment • Activity 1: Frayer Model : The Middle East (Appendix 3)

Classwork
• Activity 2: Worksheet on video clip (Appendix 4)

• Activity 3: “Who should own Palestine?” (Appendix 5)

Reading materials • Activity 4: Group discussion (Appendix 6)
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Teaching Flow

Time Steps in the 
lesson

Learning and teaching 
activities

Elements/strategies of
Differentiated Instruction

Before 
lesson

Pre-assessment: 
Concept of the 

Middle East

·Distribute the Frayer 
Model and instruct 
students to fill out the 
worksheet based on their 
knowledge of the Middle 
East.

According to the results of Form A and B, 
most students prefer to learn history through 
watching video clips, and doing creative tasks. 
(Appendix 1)

Equalizer (Appendix 2)

Pre-assessment: Frayer Model (Appendix 3)

Students may opt to write or draw in the Frayer 
Model to present their ideas of the Middle 
East. The teacher may assess if students have 
sufficient knowledge to do the class activities.

Students with higher level of readiness may be 
asked to come up with thoughts and ideas of 
examples and non-examples as a means to 
extend their learning skills.

Differentiation in content Content should be 
differentiated according to students’ readiness.

Lesson 1

    10 
mins

Activity 1
·Share pre-assessment 

results using the Frayer 
Model.

Show students’ results during class. Find out 
how much students know about the Middle 
East, and share their impressions and ideas of 
the Middle East.

    10 
mins

Teaching
·Introduce the habits 

and religious lives of the 
Israelis and the Arabs.

The teacher should clarify concepts and adjust 
the content based on the pre-assessment 
results. The teacher may make use of pictures 
to enhance students’ knowledge and interest in 
the Middle East.

    10 
mins

Activity 2 ·Play the video clip

Activity 2: Worksheet on “Bring about a 
future: Farewell to peace” (Appendix 4)

Differentiating content The teacher should 
differentiate the content based on students’ 
interests. Play the video clip and ask tiered 
questions

(From foundational to transformational)

    5 mins Summary
·Provide feedback to 

students and summarise 
the key points of the 
lesson.
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Teaching Flow

Time Steps in the 
lesson

Learning and teaching 
activities

Elements/strategies of
Differentiated Instruction

Lesson 2 ﹠ 3

    20 
mins

Activity 3

Group activity: Role play
·Review what students learnt 

in the last lesson. Distribute 
the role-play worksheet: “Who 
should own Palestine?”

·Students work in pairs, one as a 
Jew and the other an Arab

·Each gives reasons for 
ownership over Palestine

·After that, the teacher selects 
students at random to answer 
questions to determine if they 
understand the arguments from 
both sides.

Activity 3: Worksheet on “Who 
should own Palestine?” (Appendix 5)

Differentiation in process
The teacher should differentiate the
process according to students’ learning 
profile. Students listen to their peers’
arguments and write them down on the 
worksheet.

Students with higher level of readiness 
are asked to determine if the arguments 
from both sides are reasonable and if 
they can reach a consensus.
(From structured to open)

    40 
mins

Activity 4

Group discussion: Is the
UN Partition Plan a
reasonable solution?
·Briefly explain the UN Partition 

Plan

·Divide students into groups 
using the Jigsaw method. 
Students form discussion 
groups and expert groups of 4 
or 5 to engage in discussion.

Activity 4: Group Discussion 
materials (Appendix 6)

Differentiation in process The teacher 
should further adjust the process 
according to students’ learning profile.
(From single facet to multiple facets)

    10 
mins

Consolidation 
Activity

·Voting in class: Do you agree 
with the UN Partition Plan?
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Reading level 
R(1-3)

Writing Level
W(1-3)

Group(G)/
Solo(S) Interests

Visual(V)
Auditory(A)

Kinesthetic(K)

R1 : 14%
R2 : 57%
R3 : 29%

W1 : 29%
W2 : 50%
W3 : 21%

S      : 25%
G     : 39%
S&G : 36%

Surfing the Net     : 29%
Computer games : 11%
Singing                 : 14%
Playing handball   : 11%
Reading               : 14%
Others                  : 21%

V        :  4 %
V/A    : 61%
V/K     : 31%
V/A/K :  4 %

Critical Thinking Skills
C1(1-3)

Collaboration Skills
C2(1-3)

Creativity
C3(1-3)

C1-1 : 32%
C1-2 : 50%
C1-3 : 18%

C2-1 : 11%
C2-2 : 50%
C2-3 : 39%

C3-1 : 29%
C3-2 : 50%
C3-3 : 21%

30

25

20

15

10

5

0
Q1  Q9  Q5 Q13  Q2  Q10  Q6 Q14  Q3  Q11  Q7 Q15  Q4 Q12  Q8 Q16  Q17  

Appendix 1

Data collected from Form A

Data collected from Form B

30 Students

Adapted from Carol Ann Tomlinson, Leading and Managing a Differentiated Classroom, ASCD, 2011. pp.156-157
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Appendix 2

Equalizer: A tool for differentiating process and product
Topic: The Arab–Israeli conflict (S5)

Foundational
Explain the aspirations of
the Jews and the Arabs.

Transformational
Analyse whether the Israelis

and the Arabs can
live in peace.

Structured
Listen to and extract

arguments from
students taking the roles

of Jews or Arabs

Open
Do you think the arguments
from the Jews or the Arabs

are well grounded?

Single Facet
Analyse if the UN Partition

Plan was a reasonable solution
from a single perspective.

Multiple Facets
Analyse if the UN Partition

Plan was a reasonable solution 
from multiple perspectives.

Adapted from Carol Ann Tomlinson, How to differentiate instruction in mixed-ability classrooms,
Pearson Education, 2005. pp.47
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About the history /
 culture / people /

events of the
Middle East

Where is the Middle East?

Appendix 3

(Frayer Model)
Pre-lesson worksheet

The
Middle EastList out the

name(s) of country 
(countries) in the 
Middle East which 
believe(s) in Islam.

List out the
name(s) of country 

(countries) in the Middle 
East which does / do not 

believe in Islam.
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Answer the following questions after watching the video clip.

1. What caused their hatred towards each other?

2. What do the Jews want? How do they view the Arabs? How would they describe their existing relationship 

    with the Arabs?

3. What do the Arabs want? How do they view the Jews? How would they describe their current relationship 

    with the Jews?

4. Is there a possibility of peace between Israeli and Arab?

5. How would you feel if you lived there?

Appendix 4

Watching video clip : “Bring about a future: Farewell to peace”
The programme was filmed in the Middle East by a crew from

Radio Television Hong Kong and two Hong Kong photographers. Their account of the 
conflicts between Israelis and Arabs has brought up thoughts about conflicts between 

people and their pursuit for peace. The video clip shows a reporter visiting Arab and Jewish 
residences, interviewing people of the two sides to reveal the causes of their conflicts.

Territorial conflicts and religious factors.

The Jews want to get Jerusalem and expel the Arabs from this place. The relationship between

the Jews and the Arabs is tense because of frequent territorial conflicts.

The Arabs want to get back the lands from Israel. They think that the Jews were aggressive

and they occupied their lands. The Arabs hate the Jews and their relationship is worse because

the Arabs believe that the foreign powers offer one-sided help to the Jews.

Free answer. (Students may consider the case in South Africa.)

Free answer.
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Palestine belongs to us, the Jews. You should 

leave right away.

Palestine belongs to us, the Arabs. you should 

leave right away.

A

B

Appendix 5

Activity 3: Who should own Palestine?

Role-play: Students work in pairs as (A) a Jew and (B) an Arab respectively.
After reading Sources A or B, explain to each other your reasons

for ownership over Palestine.
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Palestine, as described in the Bible, was the “Land of Milk and Honey” that was promised by God 
to Abraham’s descendants. The Jewish people, who consider themselves God’s chosen people, 
therefore yearn for and feel a deep attachment to Palestine.

Source: Translated from “The Tortuous Journey of the Re-establishment of Palestine”,
Historical Monthly, September 2000.

Source : “Theme B: Conflicts and Cooperation in the Twentieth-Century World – 
Other major conflicts and attempts at making peace”, Learning and Teaching Resource Pack on
Senior Secondary History Curriculum (S4-6), Personal, Social and Humanities Education Section,

Education Bureau, 2012, p. 52

Source A2 : Origins of the conflicts between Israel and the Arabs

Year Significant events

10th century BC The Jews set up their Kingdom of Israel in Canaan.

6th century BC The Kingdom of Israel collapsed

1st – 2nd century
The Jews were ruled by the Romans and most of them were expelled from 
Palestine. Since then they wandered, were persecuted and discriminated against.

7th century The Arabs moved into Palestine and regarded Palestine as their homeland.

1518 The Ottoman Empire occupied Palestine.

19th – 20th centuries
The Arabs living in Palestine wanted to expel the Turks. The Jews who had 
been driven out hoped to return to their homeland (the Zionist Movement).

1914
The British fought against the Turks during the First World War and wanted 
help from the Arabs and the Jews.

1917
The Balfour Declaration (The British government supported the Jews to build 
their own country in Palestine.)

1919 The Turks were defeated in WWI, and Palestine became a mandate of Britain.

The 1930s-1940s
Many Jews in Europe and other parts of the world migrated to Palestine due 
to Hitler’s anti-Jewish policy.

1947
The United Nations suggested a partition plan that allowed both the Jews and the Arabs 
to build their own nations in Palestine.

May 14, 1948
Despite opposition and the intensified Arab-Israeli conflicts, the Jews 
proclaimed the Republic of Israel. Ben Gurion became the first prime minister.

1. Summarise the Jewish arguments for ownership over Palestine.

    
2. What is the significance of Jerusalem to the Jews?

    

Hints: 1. Which buildings in the area are proved to be of Jewish origin?
           2. Analyse the issue of Palestine’s ownership from the perspectives of religion,
               interest in land and Western support.

Appendix 5

Source A1: Description of Palestine in the Bible

According to the Bible, Palestine was promised by God to Abraham’s descendants.

Jerusalem is their holy city and it is given to them by God.
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Source : “Theme B: Conflicts and Cooperation in the Twentieth-Century World – 
Other major conflicts and attempts at making peace”, Learning and Teaching Resource Pack on
Senior Secondary History Curriculum (S4-6), Personal, Social and Humanities Education Section,

Education Bureau, 2012, p. 52

Source B2 : Origins of the conflicts between Israel and the Arabs

Year Significant events

10th century BC The Jews set up their Kingdom of Israel in Canaan.

6th century BC The Kingdom of Israel collapsed

1st – 2nd century
The Jews were ruled by the Romans and most of them were expelled from 
Palestine. Since then they wandered, were persecuted and discriminated against.

7th century The Arabs moved into Palestine and regarded Palestine as their homeland.

1518 The Ottoman Empire occupied Palestine.

19th – 20th centuries
The Arabs living in Palestine wanted to expel the Turks. The Jews who had 
been driven out hoped to return to their homeland (the Zionist Movement).

1914
The British fought against the Turks during the First World War and
wanted help from the Arabs and the Jews.

1917
The Balfour Declaration (The British government supported the Jews to build 
their own country in Palestine.)

1919 The Turks were defeated in WWI, and Palestine became a mandate of Britain.

The 1930s-1940s
Many Jews in Europe and other parts of the world migrated to Palestine due 
to Hitler’s anti-Jewish policy.

1947
The United Nations suggested a partition plan that allowed both the Jews and the Arabs 
to build their own nations in Palestine.

May 14, 1948
Despite opposition and the intensified Arab-Israeli conflicts, the Jews 
proclaimed the Republic of Israel. Ben Gurion became the first prime minister.

1. Summarise the Arab arguments for ownership over Palestine.

2. What is the significance of Jerusalem to the Arabs?

Hints : 1. Which buildings in the area are proved to be of Arab origin?
           2. Analyse the issue of Palestine’s ownership from the perspectives of religion, interest in
               land and Western support.

Appendix 5

In 1915 to 1916, Sir Henry McMohan, the British high commissioner in Egypt, had correspondence
with Hussein, an official in the Ottoman Empire and in Mecca. On behalf of the British
government, McMohan agreed to post-war independence to Arabs living within the Ottoman
Empire, but not including the portions of Syria lying to the west of Damascus.

Summary from web information.

Source B1 : Britain’s support for the Arabs

Palestine is their original place of settlement and there are many Islamic buildings there.

It is their holy city.
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Students form discussion groups of four or five, with each person playing one of the roles (1) to (4)
given below. Students in the same role form expert groups to discuss whether the UN Partition
Plan is a reasonable solution, and then return to their discussion group to share what they have
discussed.

Discussion guide : Each group should read the information below and the given materials.

(1) UN Representative : (Sources A and B)

(2) UK Representative : (Sources C and D)

(3) Arab Representative : (Sources E and F)

(4) Jewish Representative : (Sources G to H)

• Jerusalem: under a special international regime
  Source: Adapted from History books and
                 websites on conflicts between Israel and
                 the Arabs.

Appendix 6

Activity 4 : Group discussion
Topic : Is the UN Partition Plan a reasonable solution?
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(1) UN Representative
Source A: report on troubles in Palestine

Source B : Jewish survivors of Nazi persecution during World War II.

In 1929, a massacre took place in Jerusalem after Jewish 
worshippers angered the Arabs by putting chairs at the 
Wailing Wall. Rumours were spread of a Jewish attempt 
to claim ownership over the Arab mosque, arousing strong 
resentment among the Jews and led to a violent clash.

Source :
https://palestineisraelconflict.wordpress.com/2015/10/20/french-
newspaper-1929-fanatic-arabs-massacre-jews-in-the-streets-of-jerusalem/

1. In Source A, the Arabs were portrayed as butchers despite the similar number of Jewish and Arab casualties.  
    What does this reflect?

2. According to source B, what did international community think about the Jewish experience during World War II?

3. Refer to Question 2, did the international community’s view of the Jews facilitate the Israeli restoration in any way?

4. Do you think the Jews and the Arabs in Palestine can live in peace?

5. As an UN representative, how would you explain the idea of the Partition Plan?

Appendix 6

The cartoonist tends to support the Jews to return to Europe.

It had sympathy for the Jews.

The international community generally sympathized with the Jews, so it voted to support to Israel.

Free answer.

Free answer.

Source :
https://www.google.com.hk/
search?q=Jewish+survivors+of+Nazi+persecution&rlz=1
C1LENP_enHK526HK529&espv=2&biw=1920&bih=974&
source=Inms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj6hc2pucr
QAhUEspQKHUH4CkEQ_AUIBigB#imgrc=-f2-
TR1bgJfbfM%3A
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Source D : Britain and Palestine

Source C : Britain’s promise for the Arabs and the Jews

1. Why did Britain have political intervention in Palestine after World War I?

2. What were the British government’s mistakes in handling the Palestinian issue?

3. Do you think the British were capable of maintaining control over Palestine after World War II?

4. Which organisation do you think should handle the Palestinian issue? Why?

5. Are you happy with the Partition Plan? Why?

Britain’s promise for the Arabs
(1915-1916)

Britain’s promise for the Jews
(1917)

Post-war independence to Arabs living 
within the Ottoman Empire, but not including 
the portions of Syria lying to the west of 
Damascus.

The Balfour Declaration: The British 
government supported the Jews to build 
their own country in Palestine.

Palestine became a British mandate after World War I. In July 1937, the UK proposed a 

partition plan for Palestine, which resulted in a series of anti-Jewish and anti-British riots 

involving strikes and demonstrations. The riots reached a peak in the summer of 1938. In 

May 1939, the UK issued a White Paper after failed negotiations. The paper indicated that 

the UK had no intention to turn Palestine into a Jewish state. Further, the British imposed 

immigration and land purchase restrictions on the Jews. This curbed the anti-British 

sentiment among Arabs, but greatly upset the Jews. In 1946, a Jewish terrorist group blew 

up the UK headquarter located in Jerusalem.

Source: Translated from “The Tortuous Journey of the Re-establishment of Palestine”,
Historical Monthly, September 2000.

Appendix 6

(2) UK Representative

Britain had promised both the Arabs and the Jews to set up their own country.

Britain had promised to help both the Arabs and the Jews to set up their own country in the

same territory. Therefore, Britain could not meet their demands.

No. Neither the Arabs nor the Jews would trust Britain and Britain was unable to deal with

foreign affairs effectively after the Second World War.

Free answer. (E.g. The United Nations. International arbitration would be better to settle the issue.)

Free answer.
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Source E : Population in Palestine

Source F : Description about Palestine

1. What is the Arab attitude towards the Jews? Is there a possibility they could get along with one another?

2. Should the Arabs be entitled to more land due to their larger population?

3. On what grounds do you claim ownership of Palestine?

4. Are you happy with the Partition Plan? Why?

5. If not, how would you express your opinion?

Arabs migrated to Palestine in the 7th century. They ruled a powerful kingdom that stretched 

from Spain to India. They considered Palestine their homeland, and Jerusalem their Holy City. 

While the Arab kingdom gradually fell into Turkish hands during the 16th century, the Arabs 

stayed in Palestine, in the hope of one day restoring their nation. Palestine, however, had 

known only a few centuries of peace before the rise of the Zionist movement. Arabs lost their 

living space and rights to Jews, who continuously took away our land to establish their home 

in Palestine.

Source: François Massoulié, Crisis in the Middle East, trans. by Li Yang, Joint Publishing,
(Hong Kong: 2004), page 68.

Source: Translated from “The Tortuous Journey of the Re-establishment of Palestine”,
Historical Monthly, September 2000.

Year Total Palestinian
population

Jewish
population

Percentage of
Jewish population

1882 600,000 24,000 4%

1914 845,000 85,000 10%

1922 836,000 84,000 10%

1931 1,207,000 174,000 14%

1935 1,843,000 443,000 24%

1947 1,908,775 589,341 30%

15 May 1948 2,000,000 650,341 33%

Appendix 6

(3) Arab Representative

Hostility. No, the Arabs and the Jews were fighting for the same territory.

Yes.

Because our people have been living here for generations and we have large population here.

No. We have lost lots of lands.

Free answer.
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1. According to Source H, why did the Jews move to Palestine?

2. What drove them to seeking a state of Israel? Explain your answer according to Source H and using your
    own knowledge.

3. What are their grounds for ownership over Palestine?

4. Are you happy with the Partition Plan? Why?

5. Can you live in peace with the Arabs? Why?

The Jews, as described in the Bible, are God’s chosen people. God promised Abraham the gift 
of land for him and his descendants. Palestine is God’s Promised Land to Abraham.

Journalist Theodor Herzl founded the Zionist movement in late 19th century. His works The
Jewish State reflects his advocacy of a Jewish state amid anti-Semitic incidents in Europe. He
believed a Jewish state would bring an end to antisemitism and the Jews’ sufferings. He met 
with leading nationalists from different places to push for an Israeli state in Palestine. The World
Zionist Organisation was founded at the initiative of Herzl and Max Nordau at the First World
Zionist Congress held in Basel. The organisation brought about small-scale resettlement 
measures of Jews in Palestine, and established the Jewish National Fund and Anglo-Parsee 
banks to provide financial assistance to Jews for their return to Palestine.

Appendix 6

(4) Jewish Representative

Source G : Description about Palestine.

Source H : The Zionist movement

Source : Translated from “The Tortuous Journey of the Re-establishment of Palestine”,
Historical Monthly, September 2000.

Source : adapted from Noah Flug Martin Schauble,Die Geschichte der Israelis und Palastinenser.

It was because a Jewish state in Palestine would put an end to the Jews’ sufferings.

Source H reflects that the Jews did not want to suffer any more. Besides, nationalism was a

factor to explain why they sought to have a state of Israel.

According to the Bible, the Jews are God’s chosen people. God promised Abraham the gift

of land for him and his descendants. Palestine is God’s Promised land to Abraham.

Free answer.

Free answer.


