
II

14. Factors for
economic integration in

Western Europe since 1945 
(Roundtable)

Examples of differentiated
lesson plans
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Example 14

SS History S4

Topic Factors for economic integration in Western Europe since 1945

Number of Lessons 1 lesson (40 minutes per lesson)

Learning objectives

Know • The organizations of economic cooperation in Western Europe since 1945

Understand
• Factors and consideration behind the cooperation among 
   Western European countries after the World War II

Do
• Trace the process of economic integration
• Analyse and summarise the factors behind the integration

Tools for differentiation/Instructional strategies

  Tools for differentiation
• Form A and B (Appendix 1)

• Equalizer         (Appendix 2)

Instructional
strategies

• Roundtable
   It is a pre-assessment tool as well as an instructional strategy by providing 
   posters for students to write their ideas and circulate their posters for peers’ 
   comments.
   *You may view chapter 2 in the animated video for reference.

Learning and teaching materials

Website
• Timeline of European Union history

   https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_European_Union_history

Classwork

• Sets of A3 Paper for Group Activity

• Markers (one colour for each group)

• Worksheet (Appendix 3)
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Teaching Flow

Time Steps in the 
lesson

Learning and teaching 
activities

Elements/strategies of
Differentiated Instruction

Before 
lesson

Pre-lesson 
preparation

·Students are required to search 
for basic information on the 
internet about the economic 
integration in Western Europe 
since 1945.

·Focus should be put on aims 
and years of formation.

According to the results of Form A and 
B, most students prefer to learn history 
through group activities. (Appendix 1)

Form A and B (Appendix 1)

Equalizer (Appendix 2)

(From concrete to abstract)

  10 
mins

Review
·Ask students about the overview 

of the integration process as the 
first part of pre-assessment.

Teaching pace will be adjusted timely 
according to the response from 
students.

    25 
mins

Roundtable 
activity

·The pre-assessment starts.

·Divide students into three 
groups. Distribute materials to 
each group which is given 10 
minutes to discuss and fill in the 
table on their A3 posters with 
pre-lesson preparation materials. 
After 10 minutes, pass the 
findings to the next group for 
comments and new ideas.

·After circulation, three A3 
posters are posted on 
blackboard for students to 
present their findings.

·Teacher sums up the points, 
presents the whole picture and 
gives feedback on accuracy of 
facts.

Worksheet (Appendix 3):

Teacher introduces the rules and 
regulations of the roundtable activity.

    5 mins
Consolidation 

activity

·Students fill in the missing points 
on their own worksheet and 
prepare for the essay writing 
assignment:

Essay writing: ‘Was the economic 
cooperation in Western Europe 
after 1945 a result of the 
struggle among super powers 
or the individual needs of each 
Western European Country?’
Explain your answer.

(From single facet to multiple facets)
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Reading level 
R(1-3)

Writing Level
W(1-3)

Group(G)/
Solo(S) Interests

Visual(V)
Auditory(A)

Kinesthetic(K)

R1 : 20%
R2 : 50%
R3 : 30%

W1 : 30%
W2 : 50%
W3 : 20%

S : 20%
G : 80%

Reading : 20%
Writing   : 10%
Games   : 10%
NA         : 60%

V        : 50%
K        : 20%
V/A    : 10%
V/A/K : 10%
N/A    : 10%

Critical Thinking Skills
C1(1-3)

Collaboration Skills
C2(1-3)

Creativity
C3(1-3)

C1-3 : 20%
N/A  : 80%

C2-1 : 10%
C2-2 : 10%
C2-3 : 20%
N/A   : 60%

C3-1 : 10%
C3-2 : 10%
N/A   : 80%

10 

9

8

7

6

5

4

3

2

1

0
Q1  Q9  Q5 Q13  Q2  Q10  Q6 Q14  Q3  Q11  Q7 Q15  Q4 Q12  Q8 Q16  Q17  

Appendix 2

Data collected from Form A

Data collected from Form B

10 Students

Adapted from Carol Ann Tomlinson, Leading and Managing a Differentiated Classroom, ASCD, 2011. pp.156-157
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Appendix 2

Equalizer : A tool for differentiating process and product
Topic : Factors for economic integration in Western Europe since 1945

Concrete
Name the organizations of
economic cooperation in

Western Europe since 1945.

Abstract
Show how the western
economic cooperation

responded to the threat of
Communism in

Europe since 1945.

Single Facet
What was the importance of
economic factor in shaping

the integration of the
European economy in the

second half of the
20th century?

Multiple Facets
How far was the integration of
the European economy in the

period 1948-2000 shaped
by economic factors?

Adapted from Carol Ann Tomlinson, How to differentiate instruction in mixed-ability classrooms,
Pearson Education, 2005. pp.47
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Roundtable activity (10 minutes)
Based on pre-lesson preparation, discuss with your group members the major factors/considerations of 
integration in each stage. Then pass the result to the next group to check and fill in new ideas using the 
code provided.

Group
A / B / C

Examples of
economic cooperation

Factors/
considerations 

behind the
cooperation and 

further integration 
among the Western 
European countries 

after the Second 
World War

! = New idea

X = we had that too

? = we don’t understand

Benelux Union (1947)

OEEC (1948)

ECSC (1952)

EURATOM (1958)

EEC (1958)

EFTA (1960)

EC (1967)

Maastricht Treaty (1992)

EU (1993)

Appendix 3

Enquiry Question :
Was the economic cooperation in Western Europe after 1945 a result of the

struggle among super powers or the individual needs of
each Western European country?


