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II <A> Fukuzawa Yukichi’s “Datsu-A Ron” 
 

 Editorial of Japanese newspaper Jiji Shimpo [new current affairs journal], founded by 
Fukuzawa Yujichi, on 16th March 1885: [1] 

[1] Adopted with minor revision from http://koreasparkling.wordpress.com/datsu-a-ron/

“an-argument-for-leaving-asia＂-or-“datsu-a-ron＂-translation-attempt-part-1/ 

http://koreasparkling.wordpress.com/datsu-a-ron/ “ an-argument-for-leaving-asia ＂ -or- “ datsu-a-ron ＂

-translation-attempt-part-2/ 

 
 Modern civilization is like influenza. Can we prevent infection of influenza on the sea front?  

No, I strongly believe we can’t. Influenza has no benefit, and we can’t avoid infections once it 
spreads. But, modern civilization bears both benefits and disadvantages, and how can we 
protect ourselves from modern civilization which has more benefits than disadvantages. It is, 
in a way, a duty for intellectuals to push the infections while providing antidotes. 



 In terms of Japan’s national mind, despite the fact that country is located in Asia, Japan 
accepted the modern civilization of the west. However, it is unfortunate that Japan has two 
neighboring countries. One is Sino, the other, Chosun. It might possibly be because we are just 
racially different from the beginning or the educational level is different, the difference of the 
national mind between Japan and the two countries is just tremendous even though these two 
countries also possess the same classic and belong to the Chinese character cultural sphere as 
well. In this era of a rapid information exchange, while knowing the modern civilization and 
the international law, two countries still adhere to the past. …They are also morally collapsing 
while having no self-examinations but arrogance. 

 In my view, China and Korea cannot survive as independent nations with the onslaught of 
modern civilization to the East if they keep the way they are. There is no doubt that ruins and 
divisions of countries are inevitable unless noble men of reform appear in these two countries 
and manage to reform the countries from top to down just like the Meiji Restoration. It is 
because locking self up in a closed room and shutting the air flow avoiding the wave of 
modern civilization, will only suffocate themselves. 

 Japan should no longer wait nor expect the two countries to possess international common 
sense. Japan should now ditch the illusion that those countries, together with Japan, will help 
archive the prosperity in Asia. Instead, Japan should leave those countries behind and join the 
western civilization to go forward. Just because they are neighboring countries, Japan should 
not associate with these countries with special emotional attachments. For these two countries, 
Japan only need to keep relationships according to the international law and common sense. 
Those who are intimate with bad friends are also regarded bad, therefore I deny friendships 
with those bad East Asian friends from my heart. 

 
II <B> In July 1940, Konoe Fumimaro, Japan's Prime Minister, proposed to establish the 
"New Order of the Greater East Asia" 
 

 We call this war against the United States and Britain, including what was known as the China 
Incident, the Greater East Asian War. The purpose of the war is to create the Greater East Asian 
Order, and therefore the war is not limited to the areas of the Greater East Asia. 

 To maintain their own prosperity, the United States and Britain oppress other peoples, invade 
and exploit the Greater East Asia. The purpose of the Greater East Asian War is to overthrow 
the subordination of the Greater East Asia to the United States and Britain, to liberate the 
Greater East Asia from the domination of the United States and Britain, to establish a 
co-prosperity sphere in which nations co-exist and co-prosper, maintain independence, 
eliminate racial difference and contribute to global peace. [2] 

[2] Dongya sanguo de jinxiandaishi gongtong bianxie weiyuanhui ed., Dongya sanguo de jinxiandaishi (Beijing: 

Shehui kexue wenxian chubanshe, 2005), p. 122. 

 
 



 
III. <A> Edward Said, Orientalism (New York: Pantheon Books, 1978) 
 

 Anyone who teaches, writes about, or researched the Orient…is an Orientalist, and what he or 
she does is Orientalism. [p. 2] 

 Orientalism is a style of thought based upon an ontological and epistemological distinction 
made between “the Orient” and (most of the time) “the Occident”. [p. 2] 

 Taking the late eighteenth century as a very roughly defined starting point Orientalism can be 
discussed and analyzed as the corporate institution for dealing with the Orient - dealing with it 
by making statements about it, authorizing views of it, describing it, by teaching it, settling it, 
ruling over it: in short, Orientalism as a Western style for dominating, restructuring, and having 
authority over the Orient. [p. 3] 

 In brief, because of Orientalism the Orient was not (and is not) a free subject of thought or 
action. [p. 3]  

 If he does not speak directly for the Orientals, it is because they after all speak another 
language; yet he knows how they feel since he knows their history. …Still, he does speak for 
them in the sense that what they might have to say, were they to be asked and might they be 
able to answer, would somewhat uselessly confirm what is already evident: that they are a 
subject race, dominated by a race that knows them and what is good for them better than they 
could possibly know themselves. [p. 3] 

 On the one hand there are Westerners, and on the other there are Arab-Orientals; the former are 
(in no particular order) rational, peaceful, liberal, logical, capable of holding real values, 
without natural suspicion; the latter are none of these things. [p. 49] 

 Orientalism overrode the Orient…Orientalism assumed an unchanging Orient, absolutely 
different …from the West. And Orientalism, in its post-eighteenth-century form, could never 
revise itself. All this makes Cromer and Balfour, as observers and administrators of the Orient, 
inevitable. [p. 96]  

 By the time of the Bandung Conference in 1955 the entire Orient had gained its political 
independence from the Western empires and confronted a new configuration of imperial 
powers, the United States and the Soviet Union. [p. 104]  

 The Orient that appears in Orientalism, then, is a system of representations framed by a whole 
set of forces that brought the Orient into Western learning, Western consciousness, and later, 
Western empire. [pp. 202-203]  

 Thus Orientalism is not only a positive doctrine about the Orient that exists at any one time in 
the West; it is also an influential academic tradition…, as well as an area of concern defined by 
travelers, commercial enterprises, governments, military expeditions, readers of novels and 
accounts of exotic adventure, natural historians, and pilgrims to whom the Orient is a specific 
kind of knowledge about specific places, peoples, and civilizations. [p. 203]  

 Every one of them kept intact the separateness of the Orient, its eccentricity, it its 
backwardness, its silent indifference, its feminine penetrability, supine malleability; this is why 



every writer on the Orient,…saw the Orient as a locale requiring Western attention, 
reconstruction, even redemption. [p. 206]  

 My project has been to describe a particular systems of ideas, not by any means to displace the 
system with a new one….enough is being done today in the human sciences to provide 
contemporary scholar with insights, methods, and ideas that could dispense with racial, 
ideological, and imperialist stereotypes of the sort provided during its historical ascendancy by 
Orientalism. [pp. 325, 328]  

 
III <B> James C Scott, Weapons of the Weak (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1986) 
 

 Double-cropping and mechanization in Sedaka have presented rich peasants and landlords with 
a host of unprecedented new opportunities for profit. [p. 184]  

 The rich farmers of Sedaka are not yet able to dispense entirely with the precapitalist 
normative context of village life. [p. 185]  

 After considering the major reasons why open collective protest is rare, I examine the actual 
patterns of resistance to changes in production relations: arson, sabotage, boycotts, disguised 
strikes, theft, and imposed mutuality among the poor. [p. 241]  

 


