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1983 Nobel Prize Nomination Speech 
 

This is the way in which we ought to experience humanity’s oneness. “Any man’s death 

diminishes me”. Every brother being in chains is my shame. Every longing for freedom which is 

suppressed, every human right which is violated is a personal defeat for me - because we are united in 

human kind and share one another’s fate. 

Up from this ideal of human oneness this year’s prize winner has raised a burning torch, a 

shining name, the name of Solidarity. He has lifted the torch unarmed; the word, the spirit and the 

thought of freedom and human rights were his weapons. And, as is so often the case, the struggle 

involved great personal sacrifice, even though the object was something as simple as the workers’ right 

to establish their own organisations. This is a right which, again, is confirmed in the world 

community’s declaration of human rights.  

The Norwegian Nobel Committee has evaluated Lech Walesa's contribution in this field as 

being of essential importance in the campaign to establish the universal freedom of organisation in all 

countries. It is in just this context that the name “Solidarity” has its deepest and most wide- ranging 

meaning. Lech Walesa’s contribution is more than a domestic Polish concern; the solidarity for which 

he is spokesman is an expression of precisely the concept of being at one with humanity; therefore he 

belongs to us all. The world has heard his voice and understood his message; the Nobel Peace Prize is 

merely a confirmation of this. 

Lech Walesa has made the name “Solidarity” more than an expression of the unity of a group 

campaigning for special interests. Solidarity has come to represent the determination to resolve 



conflicts and obliterate disagreement through peaceful negotiation, where all involved meet with a 

mutual respect for one another's integrity. 

 

Context: 
 

Lech Walesa, a shipyard electrician at the Lenin Shipyard in Gdansk, Poland, led his fellow workers in 

forming the trade union Solidarity. Walesa and his fellows sought the right to strike and freedom of 

expression. Solidarity secured the support of many facets of Polish society including the Roman 

Catholic Church. The government responded with repression and imprisonments, but eventually fell in 

the collapse of communist governments in Eastern Europe. 
 

http://nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/peace/laureates/1983/press.html 
 

Questions: 
 

1. What were the circumstances in Poland that led to the development of the Solidarity movement 

and were they significantly different from any two other Soviet satellite states? 

2. What were the forces in the 1970s and 1980s that led to the collapse of communism in Eastern 

Europe? 

 

Assignment: 
 

Write a letter (circa January 1983) by Polish General Wojciech Jaruzelski to the Nobel Peace Prize 

Committee explaining why Lech Walesa should not receive the Nobel Prize. 
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