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“Ich bin ein Berliner” 
 

Two thousand years ago the proudest boast was “civis Romanus sum”. Today, in the world of 

freedom, the proudest boast is “Ich bin ein Berliner”… 

There are many people in the world who really don't understand, or say they don't, what is the 

great issue between the free world and the Communist world. Let them come to Berlin.  

There are some who say that Communism is the wave of the future. Let them come to Berlin.  

And there are some who say in Europe and elsewhere we can work with the Communists. Let 

them come to Berlin.  

And there are even a few who say that it is true that Communism is an evil system, but it 

permits us to make economic progress. Lass’sie nach Berlin kommen. Let them come to Berlin.  

Freedom has many difficulties and democracy is not perfect, but we have never had to put a 

wall up to keep our people in, to prevent them from leaving us… 

Freedom is indivisible, and when one man is enslaved, all are not free.  

When all are free, then we can look forward to that day when this city will be joined as one and this 

country and this great continent of Europe in a peaceful and hopeful globe.  

When that day finally comes, as it will, the people of West Berlin can take sober satisfaction in 

the fact that they were in the front lines for almost two decades.  

All free men, wherever they may live, are citizens of Berlin, and, therefore, as a free man, I take 

pride in the words “Ich bin ein Berliner”.  

 

President John F. Kennedy, 26 June 1963 



Context: 

 
On 13 August 1961, East German authorities at the instruction of the Soviet Union’s leadership closed 

its border with the city’s western portion and began the construction of a barrier. The Berlin Wall came 

to epitomize the Cold War division of Europe, but the conflict between East and West in the city pre-

dated its construction. Divided after World War II, from June 1948 to May 1949, Soviet forces 

blockaded West Berlin and the United States supplied its citizens from the air in what came to be 

known as the Berlin Airlift. On 9 November 1989, the citizens of East Berlin breached the wall and 

initiated the reunification of the German state. 

 

Questions: 
 

1. How did the outcome of the Second World War and the respective policies of the United States 

and Western Europe and those of the Soviet Union in its wake precipitate the Cold War? 

2. What were the problems of European reconstruction after World War II and how did they 

compare with the approaches and results that followed the Great War? 

 

Assignment: 
 

Read the texts of both John F. Kennedy’s speech in Berlin on 13 August 1961 and Nikita Khrushchev’s 

“Secret Speech to the Closed Session of the Twentieth Party Congress” on 25 February 1956, and 

compare their depictions of Soviet practices, and assess which is a harsher indictment of communist 

practices and policies. 

 

Bibliography: 
 

Brown, Colin and Peter J. Mooney. Cold War to Detente, 1945 - 1980.  

Granville, Johanna. “Radio Free Europe’s Impact on the Kremlin in the Hungarian Crisis of 1956: 

Three Hypothesis. Canadian Journal of History [Canada]  39:3 (2004): 515-546. 

Maier, Charles S. (ed.). The Origins of the Cold War   

Milward, Alan S. The Reconstruction of Western Europe.  



Nadzhafov, Dzhahangir G. “The Beginning of the Cold War between East and West: The Aggravation 

of Ideological Confrontation.” Cold War History [Great Britain] 4:2  (2004): 140-174. 

Taylor, Frederick. “The Berlin Wall: A Secret History.” History Today [Great Britain] 57:2 (2007): 43-

49. 

 

 


