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Although World War Two would signal the end of European domination of the world, its 

outbreak was decidedly grounded in European geopolitics. The war was started by Hitler’s Germany 

seeking expansion on the European mainland. Nazi Germany was allied with two other Axis powers: 

Italy and Japan. Fascist Italy had launched a war of aggression against Ethiopia in 1936 without 

impunity and sanctions from the League of Nations. Likewise, Japan’s conquest of Manchuria in 1933 

and subsequent invasion of China in1937 provoked international condemnation but little effective 

diplomatic actions. As a result, a new order of militarism and political domination supplanted the 

ineffectual international order represented by the League of Nations. 
 

1. German Expansionism 
A. A State Dedicated to Seeking Revenge, Colonization, and Domination  

1. Unlike 1914, in 1939 the German people have scant enthusiasm for war 

2. Nazi Germany essentially an expansionist state 

a.) Hitler obsessed with Lebensraum (existential space)  

i.) A central element in his world-view. 

3. Eastern Europe seen, not as a collection of states and civilizations 

a.) “Raw” territory inhabited by “people of inferior cultural value” 

b.) Territory to be exploited and colonized.  

c.) Russia a mere wilderness awaiting the master race. 

4. Hitler announces in one of his famous “Table Talks” (Tischreden), in 1941, “This 

Russian desert, we shall populate it... We will take away its Asian character; we will 



Europeanize it. There is only one duty: to Germanize this country by the immigration of 

Germans and to look upon the natives as Redskins.”   

 

B.  Blitzkrieg 
1. On 1 September 1939, Poland the first country to be attacked 

a.) Two days later, France and Britain declare war 

2. War in the West does not materialize for months (“phony war”) 

a.) Fuels hopes for peace  

b.) Hopes for peace exist in Germany  

i.) Citizens fear another war of attrition 

3. Hitler’s strategy for western warfare was Blitzkrieg (lightning warfare) 

a.) Used in Poland 

b.) A strategy using strong tank divisions and aircraft 

4. On 10 May 1940, the attack on the West commences  

a.) Spectacularly successful 

b.) The French Army surrenders in six weeks 

c.) Britain remains defiant and independent -“Battle of Britain” 

C. Nazi Domination of Europe 
1. After initial cooperation (the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact), Germany attacks the Soviet 

Union in June 1941 - Operation Barbarossa  

2. Nazi invaders penetrate deeper into Russian territory than Napoleon had 

3. By late 1942, Germany held more Russian soil than any other foreign army in history 

4. The German continental empire (with its annexed regions, occupied territories, and 

allies / satellites) at its peak 

a.) Stretches from Bordeaux to Crete, from Norway to Sicily 

b.) “Friendly neutrals” such as Spain and (to a lesser degree) Sweden 

D. Germany’s “New Europe” 
1. Nazi Germany’s priorities are, obviously, German 

a.) Hitler said in a 1942 radio speech: “The real profiteers of this war are 

ourselves, and out of it we shall come bursting with fat! We will give back 

nothing and will take everything we can make use of, and if any protest I don’t 

give a damn.”  



2. The dominated territories meant to serve the German interest 

a.) Stripped of food stocks, raw materials, and machinery 

b.) Made to pay exorbitant “war contributions” 

c.) Provide manpower (voluntary or forced).  

3. Nazi ideology formulate notions of a “New Europe” 

a.) A self-sufficient and mighty New European Order 

b.) Powerful enough to hold its own in the world against the USA and the USSR 

c.) Nazi press chief Otto Dietrich (Prague, 1941) said this New Order was to be 

based “not on the principle of a privileged position for individual nations, but on 

the principle of equal chances for all.” It was to be “a racially constituted but 

organically combined ordering of the nations.”  

E.  Race and Domination 
1. A Europe with a clear hierarchy of races (“Nordic” over “Mediterranean” over 

“Slavic”) 

2. Each race would take up its “organic” - that is to say, “natural” place in the new order 

a.) “Slavic” peoples, for instance, were born to subservience to the “Master 

Race” and ought not to receive any education beyond the most minimal level 

3. In Nazi Germany’s wartime policies, the racialist program executed above all by 

Heinrich Himmler’s Schutzstaffel (SS), paramilitary party force 

a.) A kind of “state within the state” 

b.) As the war wore on, progressively imposes racial war priorities over military 

need or economic advantage 

F. Race and Extermination 
1. The SS is the force behind the extermination camps 

a.) The laboratories for the “Final Solution to the Jewish Question” 

2. Anti-Semitism a core element in Hitler’s thinking  

a.) Jewishness seen as the ultimate threat to the purity of the German 

Volksgemeinschaft (“Folkish” Community”) 

3. No order of Hitler’s to start of the “Final Solution” survives 

4. Unclear whether the “campaign” initiated from below (SS-units) or from above 

(Hitler and his staff) - probably a combination of both 



5. The Russian front used as a laboratory for mass killing techniques (by special 

intervention squads or Einsatzgruppen) 

6. Some time between the autumn of 1941 and the early spring of 1942, the killing of 

Jews regularized into systematic extermination by industrial methods 

a.) Camps set up in occupied Poland - Auschwitz, Treblinka, and others 

b.) From Eastern Europe, and eventually also from Western Europe, Jews 

deported to these camps by trains 

c.) The deportations in the different countries facilitated by collaborationist 

governments (police, registrars) 

d.) In several cases, “Jewish Councils” enlisted in the work of “preparing” the 

community for deportation 

7. The killing of the Jews of Europe continues to the very end of the war 

by which time five to six million people, or two-thirds of the Jewish population of pre-

war Europe, has been exterminated. 

G.  Collaboration and Resistance 
1. Given the existence of Fascist movements all over Europe in the 1930s, several 

groups in the invaded nations hailed Hitler as a “liberator” and welcomed the Nazi New 

Order 

2. Germans have little use for diehard ideological collaborators 

a.) To exalted to work efficiently, too alienated from the bulk of the population, 

and too new to power 

3. Hitler prefers more established, more “mainstream” authoritarian leaders, preferably 

from the military 

a.) In France, he prefers to deal with Marshall Pétain rather than with the French 

Fascists 

b.) In Romania, with General Antonescu rather than with the Iron Guard 

c.) In Hungary, with Admiral Horthy rather than with the Fascist Arrow Cross  

4. The Nazi occupying powers favor the services of those who could “make the wheels 

turn smoothly” and ensure economic, administrative, and policing aid 

5. The boundary between acquiescence and collaboration becomes increasingly blurred 



a.)  Schoolteachers, mailing clerks, railway employees, workers in strategic 

industries (steel, coal), farmers, all to some degree saw their work “used” in the 

interests of Germany 

6. Active collaboration (going out of one’s way to help the invader) does not involve 

more than an estimated 2 percent of adult citizens 

a.) A comparable percentage engaged in active resistance 

7. The vast majority of Europeans simply try their best to muddle through the war 

8. After the invasion of the Soviet Union, the Communists become the fiercest elements 

in the different resistance movements 

9. Accustomed to underground organization (e.g. the Croat Communist Josip “Tito” 

Broz, leader of the most effective military resistance movement in Europe) 

10. In the process, Communist and - more generally - leftist ideals merge with 

nationalism 

a.) French Communist poet Louis Aragon wrote, “My party has given me back 

my flag.” 

11. In the ranks of the resistance (which grow towards the end of the war, while those of 

collaboration shrink), plans made for a new postwar Europe 

a.) Meant to be more open, more just, more equal - in no way resembling the 

Europe of 1939 

H. The End of the War 
  1. Victories of the Red Army against Nazi Germany in the East 

2. The Allied invasion of France  

3. The Pacific Theater of War 

4. Victory against Japan. 

 


