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% Hong Kong is one of the smallest colonies in the British Empire, but in more than one respect it is the most
interesting.... in the year 1900 Hong Kong stood at the head of all ports of the world in the magnitude of its shipping.
In tonnage entered and cleared in 1900 Hong Kong surpassed Liverpool by five million tons, Hamburg by one
million, London and New York by about half a million tons each. The exact figures were: Hong Kong: 17,247,023
tons, New York: 16,797,700, London: 16,700,527, Hamburg: 16,087,673, Liverpool: 11,677,708. Alleyne Ireland,
The Far Eastern Tropics: Studies in the Administration of Tropical Dependencies: Hong Kong, British North
Borneo, Sarawak, Burma, the Federated Malay states, the Straits settlements, French Indo-China, Java, the
Philippine islands (Westminster: Archibald Constable, 1905), p.15.
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