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Lecture 2  Napoleon and the Revolutionary Legacy, 1800-1830 
 

Born into modest circumstances, Napoleon Bonaparte’s rise to power proved a showcase for a 

critical aspect of the impact of the French Revolution; with the end of the estate system and aristocratic 

privilege, a man of talents and ambitions could rise to formerly undreamt of heights. The wars that he 

launched on France’s neighbours and the changes that followed in his wake, both domestic and 

international, made Napoleon the key craftsman in the shaping of Europe in the nineteenth century. The 

cultural movement (Romanticism) coincided with the revolutionary era and the political reaction 

(Restoration) attempted to turn-back-the-clock on the ideals of that time. 

 

1. Napoleon Bonaparte (1769-1820) 
 A.  Impact on French Army 

1. From an army of “walking muskets”, led by aristocratic officers, to a citizen army, led 

by officers promoted on merit.  

2. Used symbols of accomplishment (decorations, emblems of honor, slogans) to 

translate abstract ideals into vanity items and to obtain loyalty. 

 a.) Legion of Honor founded (May 1802) 

 B. Bonaparte’s France 
1. Drew upon Roman imagery to project authority, order, and a historical continuity 

somehow “deeper” than that of the deposed French kings 

 a.) Crowned himself emperor in 1804 

2. France an authoritarian state 

 a.) “Stacked” plebiscites confer legitimacy on imperial ambitions 

 b.) Police presence profound 



 c.) Press muzzled; political opposition hounded 

d.) Enlightenment ideals enunciated in French Civil (Napoleonic) Code 

 i.) A degree of equality before the law 

 ii.) Orderly system of laws 

 iii.) Encoded gender discrimination 

e.) Concordat with Roman Catholic Church (1801) ends revolutionary distemper 

C.  The Napoleonic Mystique and its Limits 
1. Jacque Louis David’s “Napoleon on Horseback 

 a.) A military superhero  

b.) Echoes David’s “The Oath of the Horatii (1784) and the image of  war as 

heroic; symbolically paves the way for Napoleonism 

  2. “The Second of May” by the Spanish artist Francisco Goya (1808) 

a.) the masculine group is an execution squad (of Napoleonic soldiers), and the 

viewer's sympathy goes to the pile of the executed 

D. Victories and Defeat 
1. French victories at Marengo in Italy and in Germany convinces Hapsburgs to sue for 

peace; Treaty of Luneville (February 1801) 

2. British government negotiates Treaty of Amiens with Napoleon (March 1802) 

3. Third Coalition 

a.) Battle of Trafalgar (October 1805) 

  4. French army’s speed across continental Europe 

a.) Battle of Austerlitz (Austria) and Treaty of Pressburg (December 1805) 

   b.) Prussian defeat 

  5. Battle of Eylau (February 1807)(Russia) and Treaty of Tilsit (July 1807 

  6. Continental System 

   a.) Prohibits British trade with French allies 

   b.) Naval war ensues 

   c.) British counter-blockade 

   d.) Undermined by smuggling 

  7. Conscription and draft evasion at home 

  8. Invasion of Spain (February 1808) 

  9. Austria defeated at Battle of Wagram (July 1809) 



  10. Invasion of Russia (July 1812) 

   a.) Retreat and destruction of Grande Armee (October 1812) 

  11. Battle of Leipzig and the Fourth Coalition (October 1813) 

  12. Battle of France (March 1814) 

  13. Exile and return from Elba 

   a.) 100 Days Campaign 

   b.) Defeat at Waterloo (June 1815) 

   c.) Permanent exile on St. Helena 

 

2. The Restoration 
E. Attempts to Reconstruct Europe’s Old Order 

1. In France, King Louis XVIII taking the place of his guillotined brother 

a.) Does not try to return to absolute monarchy 

2. Latin America forever broken from European control 

F. The Congress of Vienna and the Concert of Europe 
  1.  Main Congress powers - Great Britain, Austria, Prussia, and Russia 

   a.) Prince Clemens von Metternich of Austria 

   b.) Redrawing of European map 

  2. A system of state consultation (birth of modern diplomacy) 

  3. International balance of power 

 

3. Nationalism 
G. A Left-Leaning Creed (At First) 

1. It does not yet bolster states, it threatens them 

2. A product of the French Revolution 

 a.) Patriotism as the ideology that opposes the Old Order 

3. Concurrently a backlash against the French Revolution, and even more against 

Napoleon’s Empire 

   a.) Not a conservative backlash, but a romantic one  

4. Romantic nationalism develops in reaction to imperialist aggression 

a.) A reaction to the notion that all the world has to follow one single path (led by 



the French). Nationalism fosters an emphasis on identity and authenticity as 

against rationalism. 

  5. The Greek War for Independence 

 

4. Romanticism 
H. A Movement in Opposition to Enlightenment rationality 

1. Romantic conservatism, e.g. the French author Châteaubriand, “The Genius of 

Christianity” 

a.) Romanticism does not become the “ideology” of the conservative Restoration 

b.) Too extremist and places too much stress on individual feeling and too little on 

authority  

2. Romantic liberals 

a.) Lord Byron, P. B. Shelley, and Alexander Pushkin 

b.) Anti-establishment poets 


