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The modern Western world can cite two formative events - the French Revolution and its twin, 

the Industrial Revolution. The political forces unleashed in Paris in 1789 were complimented by 

profound changes in social forces altered by shifts in the means and methods of production that 

commenced in Great Britain in late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Europe’s rising population 

 

1. Revolution in Productive Power 
A. Utterly Different from all Earlier Kinds of Production 

1. British Origins 

   a.) Dominating world trade 

   b.) Experience of its “Agrarian Revolution” 

   c.) Substantial iron and coal deposits 

  2. Triangular economics of cotton 

   a.) Slave trade 

   b.) American Suppliers 

   c.) Domestic finished product manufacturing 

  3. Phenomenal Productivity and Profitability 

   a.) The growth of industrial towns into cities, Manchester e.g. 

  4. Inventions that Powered Industry 

   a.) Water frame 

   b.) Spinning-Jenny 

   c.) Steam engine 

   d.) Railroads 



    i.) First steam railway in England in 1825 

    ii.) First passenger line (Liverpool to Manchester) in 1830 

    iii.) By 1850, 7000 miles of rail track in Great Britain 

  5. Industrialization on the Continent  

a.) By 1850s, European continent’s “zone of industrialization includes 

northeastern France, Belgium, Netherlands, western Germany, and northern 

Italy 

b.) Countries lacking coal and iron deposits, Italy e.g., at a disadvantage 

 

2. Exploitation  
B. Everything Not “Manchesterized” 

1. Most laboring people, even those not in agriculture worked outside factories 

2. Even types of production that remained “traditional,” i.e. small-scale and 

unmechanized, affected by new rules of profitability 

a.) Production process divided up 

b.) Simplest tasks (e.g., stitching shirt-hems, or nailing soles to boots) were 

‘outsourced” to cheap sweatshop 

c.) Impoverishment for many artisans (cobblers, tailors, furniture makers) 

d.) Artisans had been the most self-reliant, proud, educated and skilled of 

working people, they felt their humiliation most keenly 

C. Problems of equality 
1. A world with formal equality: all were considered equal at birth; yet, in practice, the 

inequalities were enormous  

2. The working poor were now considered worse than inferior: they were considered 

useless.  

3. Failure to ‘make it’ in the ‘open market’, to acquire one of the ‘careers open to the 

talents’, was considered a result of a lack of merit.  

 

3. The Limits of Liberalism 
D. Liberalism Defined 

1. The historical term “liberalism” is not coterminous with its current use where it 



defines a generic ‘leaning to the left’ 

2. The nineteenth century world-view of (much of ) the American and European 

educated and ‘enlightened’ middle classes 

a.) Belief in rationality, peace, science, progress, individual freedom, enterprise, 

the rule of law, constitutional and representative government, equality at 

birth, etc. 

b.) A belief in the implementation of Enlightenment convictions in society; and 

a repudiation of the Old Regime 

3. Could be used in the radical sense of ensuring the full development of everyone’s 

potential 

4. Could also be used in the very narrow sense of “laissez-faire liberalism” meaning a 

belief in free enterprise above all 

a.) Produced defenders of child labor, who called themselves champions of 

“liberty” against the “absolutism” of those who wanted to outlaw child labor 

5. Liberty 

a.) Did not mean the same things to the same people 

b.) Could encompass great injustice 

c.) Did not always realize Jeremy Benthem’s aspiration of “producing the 

greatest good for the greatest number” 

 

4. Socialism and the Making of the Working Class 
E. A New Brand of Thinkers 

1. Individual liberty a great good but not everything 

a) Not enough to ensure happiness 

b.) In a cutthroat society even those that “win” the “race” will only enjoy limited 

happiness because they will be surrounded by poverty and bitterness 

2. Robert Owen 

e.) “Happiness cannot be obtained individually; it is useless to expect isolated 

happiness; all must practice it or the few will never enjoy it.” 

3. Comte Claude de Saint-Simon 

a.) Social ills eliminated in a society orchestrated by experts  

4. Charles Fourier 



a.) The ideal society a phalanstery - an ideal society of 1600 persons where each 

member performed a variety of tasks 

5. Eugène Delacroix’ painting “Liberty Leading the People” 

a.) Commemorates 1830 July Revolution 

i.) “The People” could still be represented by a middle-class and a 

working-class figure 

b.) From the revolutions of 1848 onward “The People” came to mean the 

working class 

 

 

 

 


