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Political Confession of Faith: Prince Clemens von Metternich (1820) 
 

“We are convinced that society can no longer be saved without strong and vigorous resolutions 

on the part of the Governments still free in their opinions and actions. We are also convinced that this 

may yet be, if the Governments face the truth, if they free themselves from all illusion, if they join their 

ranks and take their stand on a line of correct, unambiguous, and frankly announced principles.” 

“By this course the monarchs will fulfil the duties imposed upon them by Him who, by 

entrusting them with power, has charged them to watch over the maintenance of justice, and the rights 

of all, to avoid the paths of error, and tread firmly in the way of truth. Placed beyond the passions 

which agitate society, it is in days of trial chiefly that they are called upon to despoil realities of their 

false appearances, and to show themselves as they are, fathers invested with the authority belonging by 

right to the heads of families, to prove that, in days of mourning, they know how to be just, wise, and 

therefore strong, and that they will not abandon the people whom they ought to govern to be the sport 

of factions, to error and its consequences, which must involve the loss of society. The moment in which 

we are putting our thoughts on paper is one of these critical moments. The crisis is great; it will be 

decisive according to the part we take or do not take...  

“Union between the monarchs is the basis of the policy which must now be followed to save 

society from total ruin...  

“The first principle to be followed by the monarchs, united as they are by the coincidence of 

their desires and opinions, should be that of maintaining the stability of political institutions against the 

disorganised excitement which has taken possession of men’s minds - the immutability of principles 



against the madness of their interpretation; and respect for laws actually in force against a desire for 

their destruction...” 

 

Prince Clemens von Metternich 

 

Context: 

 

At the Congress of Vienna when the victors in the Napoleonic Wars attempted to return the continent 

to their kind of order, the man orchestrating what became known as the Concert of Europe was the 

Austrian Foreign Minister, Prince Clemens von Metternich. He advocated the “restoration” of 

conservative monarchial rule in the states infected by the democratic forces unleashed by the French 

Revolution and spread by French armies. 

 
Source: http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1820metternich.html 
 

Questions: 

 

1. The Twin Revolutions unleashed a torrent of change. In light of these changes, how 

successfully did the architects of restoration at the Congress of Vienna cope with these changes? 

2. Why was the Greek Revolution acceptable to the European powers who in the wake of 

Napoleon and the French Revolution had dedicated themselves to the maintenance of 

conservative regimes?   

 

Assignment: 

 

Identify the “minor” players and their concerns at the Congress of Vienna and then write a three-page 

dramatic representation of what a hallway conversation among several of them might have included. 
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