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Preamble

Exemplars of Organization of Modules for Life and Society (Secondary 1-3) is
supplementary to Life and Society Curriculum Guide (Secondary 1-3). It describes
two ways of organizing modules under ‘All Dimensions Every Year’ and ‘From
Proximity to Remoteness’. Teachers may refer to these exemplars in planning their
school curricula.

Life and Society Curriculum Guide (Secondary 1-3) is one of the series prepared
by the Curriculum Development Council, Hong Kong for use in junior secondary
schools. It is recommended by the Education Bureau for schools to make reference to
in planning their junior secondary curriculum in the Personal, Social and Humanities
Education Key Learning Area.

All comments and suggestions on Exemplars of Organization of Modules for Life
and Society (Secondary 1-3) should be sent to:

Chief Curriculum Development Officer (Personal, Social and Humanities Education)
Curriculum Development Institute

Education Bureau

Rm 1319, 13/F, Wu Chung House

213 Queen’s Road East, Wanchai

Hong Kong

or email to:
ccdopshe@edb.gov.hk
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Exemplars of Organization of Modules
under Independent Subject Mode

Life and Society (S1-3) is composed of modules of seven areas encompassing
personal and social development, the economies of Hong Kong, our country and the
world, and their socio-political systems. Given the rapid psychological, physical and
cognitive development of junior secondary students, modules on personal and social
development should be introduced sequentially in each of the three years in order to
match their development. The modules covering remaining six areas can be arranged
in different ways over the three years of junior secondary level. On the basis that Life
and Society (S1-3) is to be implemented as an independent subject, two methods of
organizing the modules of these six areas are introduced in this section (pp.3 — 44)
and the next (pp.45 — 85). They are called *All Dimensions Every Year’ and ‘From
Proximity to Remoteness’.

The modules on Personal Growth are must for
every term. After all, we keep growing, don't we? As
for the modules on Hong Kong, the nation and the
world, there are two ways of organising them,
each has its own benefits.

Teacher, my younger brother is now
promoted to S1. He wants to know what Life
and Society is all about and why students
have to take it from S1 to S3.
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1. Organize modules by
‘All Dimensions Every
Year’
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‘All Dimensions Every Year’

The first method of module organization emphasises the interaction between and
inter-dependence of the economies and socio-political systems of Hong Kong, our
country and the world. The Hong Kong economy is not only affected by
developments in the local socio-political system, but also by the economy and
socio-political system of the mainland. The economic performance and political
decisions of overseas countries also have significant impact on our small and highly
externally oriented economy. At the same time Hong Kong is an important gateway to
Southern China and it plays a significant role in the mainland’s alignment with the
rest of the world. If students study the topics of all the dimensions, that is, Hong Kong,
the mainland and the world, concurrently in each school year, they acquire a good
understanding of their inter-relationships, so the first organization method allows
students to study topics at local, national and global dimensions in each school year.
This method has the following advantages: Firstly, it allows students to realise more
easily the inter-relationships between the three dimensions and the interactions
between them. Secondly, students can more frequently update their information and
knowledge of Hong Kong, our country and the world because they have the
opportunity to study these topics every year. Lastly, they have fresh memories of these
three dimensions by the time they complete their Secondary three studies. Figure 1
outlines the topics to be covered in each of the three years according to this principle.
Figure 2 further illustrates the teaching sequences each year. The rationale for these
sequences is elaborated in the following section (pp. 9 — 44).

"All Dimensions Every Year" makes
good sense at least in three ways:

1.Tt is much easier for students to appreciate how Hong
Kong, the nation and the world interact and impact on one

another.

2 Learning something about Hong Kong, the nation and the

—av world every year helps remembering. By the time you reach
S3, your recollection remains fresh.

3. Yearly re-visits of same subjects make information
updating easier.

Fine, with this outline, I am ready to
enlighten my little brother, He will find me
very impressive.



‘All Dimensions Every Year’
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(Note: (i) SSCO03 is “Right to Freedom of Opinion &Expression” and “Narrowing the Gap between
the Rich & the Poor”.

(i) SSCO09 is “Consciousness of Global Citizenship and its Contribution to Humanitarian
Work™.)

Figl

Organization of Life and Society (S1-3) topics according to the principle

of “All Dimensions Every Year” (Drawn up according to the seven
areas of foundation knowledge)



‘All Dimensions Every Year’
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Work™.)

Fig 2 Suggested teaching sequence of topics from S1 to S3 under the principle
of “All Dimensions Every Year”
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‘All Dimensions Every Year’ S1

Secondary One

Brother, I am now an S1 boy. Pretty
unnerving! What exactly will I be learning in
Secondary? Will the subjects be
numerous and hard?

Going into Secondary means a new
setting, new friends, more autcnomy. At the
same time, more responsibility is expected of
you from society. It is unnerving! But let me
give you some advance notice.



‘All Dimensions Every Year’ S1

Topic 1: Self-understanding, Self-esteem and Self-confidence

Students face tremendous changes when they start secondary school life, such as
adapting to a new learning environment and making new friends. While subject to
new expectations from teachers and parents, students now enjoy more autonomy in
managing their daily lives. They often feel an absence of satisfaction, constantly being
challenged, anxious, and experience mood swings.

Making “Self-understanding, Self-esteem and Self-confidence’ the first topic at S1
level responds to these needs.

To be a secondary student, the first
thing you need to do is take a good look

at yourself. You must have high self-
esteem and be confident.

-

e

Wow! I didn't know I am such an
emotional person with no time management
skills, I really need to catch up.

S1 Topic Learning points
PSDO1 Self-understanding, - The many faces of “Self”; perceived self, real self,
Self-esteem and Self- ideal self
confidence - The importance of self-esteem and self-respect
(6 lessons) with regard to personal development

- Emotion management and ways to cope with
negative emotions

- Establish self-confidence to face difficulties and
failure

10




‘All Dimensions Every Year’ S1

Topic 2: Managing Finance and Being Your Own Master with Money

Successful self-management including time and money represents the very essence of
growth. Upon promoted to secondary school most students are allowed autonomy in
the use of their pocket money by their parents. To help students develop a prudent
attitude and an ability to use the money efficiently, we propose the second topic on the
S1 level to be ‘Managing Finance and Being Your Own Master with Money’. This
topic equips them with the ability to make decisions on the use of money.

T am no fool. Borrowing money
requires paying interests. Spending
|__—=. _money before you earn it is going

to cost you.

Once you become a confident secondary student,
you can freely spend your pocket money on entertainment,
or help others in need. Or most importantly, you want to use
your money to make many friends! Should I give you
a loan and make you a millienaire so that you
can impress your pals?

S1 Topic Learning Points
REAO01 | Managing Finance - Allocation of money for different uses, including
and Being Your Own consumption, savings and donations
Master with Money | - Decision making about spending money: setting up priorities
(3 lessons) for different uses of money, making choices according to

budget and priorities

- A borrower has the responsibility of repaying principal and
interest, bears interest cost and the risk of default on
repayment of huge amount of interest

- Use borrowing through credit cards as an example, illustrate
the differences between simple and compound interest

11




‘All Dimensions Every Year’ S1

Topic 3: Building Friendships

In addition to learning how to manage their own affairs, S1 students have to make
friends in a new environment. Because of the length of time spent with their friends,
the focus of adolescents’ lives gradually shifts from family to peers. However, they
have to understand that friends are not simply companions to have meals and fun with
but also partners to enhance learning and self-understanding, provide emotional
support, enrich their lives and help them explore the world. Getting on with the
opposite sex can further develop social skills which are vital to lasting future marriage
relationships. The topic ‘Building Friendships’ is designed to help students understand
the importance of friendship to their personal growth, and the ways of building up and
maintaining relationships with friends of both sexes. Under this topic, they also
explore ways of coping with peer pressure and bullying, so they will be equipped with
the necessary skills at the early stage of the secondary education to prevent these
problems occurring.

interested in the tepic of getting
along with the opposite sex.
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After learning about money, you want to
learn about making friends. Do you think you can
stand up to peer pressure and reject youth gangs?
Can you resist the temptation of playing hero
and start bullying others?

S1 Topic Learning Points
PSD03 Building Friendships | - The importance of friendship to personal development
(5 lessons) - Establish and nurture friendship with members of the same

sex and the opposite sex
- Coping with peer pressure
- The definition of and reasons for bullying
- Behavioural signs of bullies and their victims
- Strategies to tackle bullying

12




‘All Dimensions Every Year’ S1

Topic 4: Rights, Responsibilities and the Rule of Law

While exploring the issue of bullying, students usually come across media reports on
court judgements in these cases and understand that the individual’s right to personal
safety is protected under Hong Kong law. Schools should provide opportunities for
students to widen their horizons on this and understand their rights and
responsibilities as HKSAR residents. At upper primary students acquired a
preliminary understanding of the rights and responsibilities of the individual, and how
these rights are protected under the Basic Law and the legal system in Hong Kong.
Building on this, junior secondary students explore the rights and responsibilities of
HKSAR residents from a deeper and broader perspective.

If you bully others, you are
legally liable. But you still have the

rights given to you by Hong Kong law. .
=

And more! I also enjoy many civil rights and
responsibilities...You will be learning something
more about Hong Kong's rule of law principles.

S1 Topic Learning Points
SSCO1 Rights, - Different categories of Hong Kong residents
Responsibilities - Rights and responsibilities applicable to Hong Kong
and the Rule of residents
Law - Protection of the rights of Hong Kong residents by major
(3 lessons) principles of the rule of law

13




‘All Dimensions Every Year’ S1

Topic 5 : Ups and Downs of the Hong Kong Economy

The rule of law safeguards the rights of HKSAR residents and is the cornerstone of
the prosperity and competitiveness of our economy. Economic activity constitutes a
vital part of our society. Introduction to the social system in Hong Kong is followed
for S1 students by exploration of economics, so as to strengthen their adaptability to
changes they may encounter in their workplace and social life in the future. As they
already acquired some basic knowledge of Hong Kong’s economy and the factors
affecting its development in General Studies at upper primary, they should be given a
chance to deepen and broaden their knowledge on this front.

Fortunately my pocket money in all
‘these years have not been pegged to the GDP,
the stock market or the property market.
Otherwise, I would not have had any

b
Hong Kong's economy is highly open and
sensitive to local and external influences. How the

HKSAR government stablises the economy has a , .%@‘
close bearing on our everyday life......

S1 Topic Learning Points
REAO4 Ups and Downs of | - Indicators on economic performance of Hong Kong, including
the Hong Kong average salaries, unemployment rates and gross domestic
Economy product

- Changes and trends of these indicators in the past decade

- Economic fluctuations closely tied to events happened in the
mainland and overseas as Hong Kong is an open and highly
externally oriented economy

- Role of the Hong Kong Government in stablising and
developing the economy

- Advantages and disadvantages of government intervention in
the economy

(4 lessons)

14




‘All Dimensions Every Year’ S1

Topic 6 : Macro-economy of the Mainland

Students rapidly become aware from the discussions about the Hong Kong economy
and daily observations that the economies of Hong Kong and the mainland are
becoming increasingly integrated, and the lives of Hong Kong residents will be
closely linked with the mainland in the future. More local residents may need to work
there, so in order to enhance students’ adaptability to changes in the workplace,
teachers have to strengthen their understanding of our country. The link between
Hong Kong and the mainland comes into focus when teachers discuss with them
about the features of the Chinese economy following the topic ‘Ups and Downs of the
Hong Kong Economy’. Our country is a large economy with diversified sectors, So
S1 students have difficulty understanding the situation, as this is their first time they
have studied it systematically. So the sixth topic on the S1 level ‘Macro-economy of
the Mainland’ starts from a macro perspective to give them a general understanding of
the Chinese economy.

; Of the many factors impacting on
Hong Kong's economy, the economy in the
mainland is the most critical......

How right you are! You will, to start with,
learn about China's GDP, the development of
agriculture, industry and the service sector,
its macro-ecohomy and its position in the
global context.

S1 Topic Learning Points
REAO6 Macro-economy of | - Evaluate the economic development of the mainland
the Mainland «  Compare the Gross Domestic Product, per capita Gross
(2 lessons) Domestic Product and other indicators of the mainland

with that of other developed countries
- Definitions of the three strata of industry
- Evaluate the relative importance of primary, secondary and
tertiary industries
«  Compare their gross output values and number of
employed persons

15




‘All Dimensions Every Year’ S1

Topic 7: Everyday Life in Rural and Urban Areas

In addition to the economic perspective, students should understand our country in
terms of the everyday life of Chinese residents. Students may learn about lifestyle in
urban and rural areas in terms of work, consumption, leisure and entertainment,
clothing and accommodation, etc., and hear how culture in the mainland has been
influenced by social changes. This is why we introduce the seventh topic ‘Everyday
Life in Rural and Urban Areas’.

Apart from economics, you will
also learn about the life of the people in urban and
rural areas on the mainland and the changes to their
traditional ways of life.

S1 Topic Learning Points
SSC04 Everyday Life in - Lifestyle of the following as illustrated through work, social
Rural and Urban relations, consumption, leisure & entertainment, clothing,
Areas accommodation, food & beverage, etc.
(4 lessons) « lifestyle of Chinese residents in urban areas

« lifestyle of Chinese residents in rural areas

- Traditional culture as demonstrated by the lifestyle of
Chinese residents and how it has been influenced by social
changes

16




‘All Dimensions Every Year’ S1

Topic 8: Economic Development of Regions: Yangtze River Delta Region /
Changjiang Delta Region

The development of Chinese society and the livelihood of Chinese residents are
closely linked to economic development. Because the economy of our country has
many sectors, students have difficulty imagining a comprehensive picture. One
workable way is to examine the major developments of key regions on the mainland,
and the Yangtze River Delta region / Changjiang Delta region under the leadership of
Shanghai is one of the focuses of the mainland economy into the foreseeable future.
Teachers may introduce the topic ‘Economic Development of Regions: Yangtze River
Delta Region / Changjiang Delta Region’ at this stage to help students understand the
development plans of our country as regards finance, manufacturing and business
services. Students also examine the opportunities and the challenges imposed on
Hong Kong. Discussions of these issues allow students revisit the close relationship
between the Hong Kong and mainland economies, and make them aware of the need
to be prepared for future challenges.

- Of course we will also learn
about the new development in the
Yangtze River Delta region, its
challenges to Hong Kong as well the

opportunities it affords us.

] iﬂ[ﬂ ;EEE“ \ ,.-’f
B o n ] ‘ B b -, —
S1 Topic Learning Points

REAO0S8 Economic - Recent plans, achievements and difficulties faced by the
Development of Yangtze River Delta region / Changjiang Delta region in
Regions: Yangtze developing its industries, and financial, business and logistic
River Delta Region services
/ Changjiang Delta | - Opportunities and challenges facing Hong Kong due to the
Region development of the Yangtze River Delta region / Changjiang
(2 lessons) Delta region

17




‘All Dimensions Every Year’ S1

Topic 9: Social Characteristics of “Global City” as Demonstrated by Hong Kong

In the face of competition from the mainland there is pressure on Hong Kong to make
full use of its international city status. One way is to help enterprises from the
mainland to engage with the world, and to facilitate the entry of overseas investors to

the mainland market. Indeed the international city should be characterized by a high
degree of openness, meaning its residents can move freely, and talented people from
all over the world are attracted to live there. The topic ‘Social Characteristics of

“Global City” as Demonstrated by Hong Kong’ allows students to examine whether
Hong Kong is a ‘global city’ and understand how a high degree of openness
ultimately enhances the city’s competitiveness.

After a tour of the mainland, we return to
Hong Kong. As an “international city”, how do we open
up to the rest of the world and attract
foreignh capital and talents.

M what our unique strength is in
global competition.

S1 Topic Learning Points
SSCO07 Social Degree of openness of Hong Kong (as illustrated by the
Characteristics of aspects of capital, media, information, human resources and
“Global City” as culture, etc.)
Demonstrated by The “push and pull” drive of Hong Kong to transnational
Hong Kong business people, professionals, executives and labour
(3 lessons)

18




‘All Dimensions Every Year’ S1

Topic 10: Developing Values

In the first-year of Life and Society, students inquire into numerous issues concerning
the individual, the local community, our country and the world. They would discover
that their opinions, judgements and choices are different from those of their
classmates and other stakeholders in society, which is a fact they experience again and
again as time goes by. In consolidating what they have learned over the past year,
students need to realise such phenomenon is a result of the different values held by
different stakeholders on the same issue, and they have to learn how to manage this
divergence of views. When dealing with this last S1 topic ‘Developing values’, the
teacher should systematically introduce to the students what values are, the factors
that shape these values, and the skills by which to clarify one’s viewpoint on
controversial issues. More importantly, they learn the principles of resolving value
conflicts, which paves the way for further study at S2 and S3. In the long run, students
will gradually develop the habit of reflecting on their own values and participate in
social affairs with a respectful attitude, an open mind and rational thinking, thus
becoming responsible and informed decision makers.

Yes, we need to respect the
values, the opinions and the freedom -
of expression of others,

After a year of classes, you will discover
that people hold different views. You need to learn
to appreciate the values and rationale which
underlie these views.

Sl Topic Learning Points
PSDO08 | Developing - Meaning and importance of values
Values - Factors affecting the formation of values
(4 lessons) - Skills which help clarify one’s values when

facing hot social issues
- Principles to be considered in handling
conflicts among different values

19



‘All Dimensions Every Year’ S1
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‘All Dimensions Every Year’ S2

Secondary Two
Topic 1: Managing Cyber-friendship

As they become accustomed to secondary school, students expand their social
network, making all sorts of friends. One source is the Internet, which has become a
vital part of adolescent life, and making cyber-friends is very much part of their social
life. Cyber-friends can broaden their horizons, which is positive to development.
Owing to the uniqueness of the Internet, however, all kinds of traps and dangers are
lurking around every corner of the Internet. ‘“Managing Cyber-friendship’ is designed
as the first Life and Society topic at S2 in order to cater for the needs of student
development.

Brother, T am meeting Alice, my
net-friend, for the first time. She describes
herself as a very nice girl. T am
5000 nervous!

L

2

Making friends on the internet! You'd better
watch out. The web is strewn with traps. Make sure
you know how to protect yourself.

S2 Topic Learning Points
PSDO04 Managing Cyber - Cyber-friendship: characteristics, values and possible risks
-friendship - Ways to deal with and develop cyber-friendship
(4 lessons)

21




‘All Dimensions Every Year’ S2

Topic 2: Learning to Love

As a concomitant element of the development of interpersonal relationships, and in
line with physical maturation and psychological growth, romantic encounters increase
in significance in a student’s life. They tend to engage in fantasies about romance,
hoping to experience love, and they sometimes have problems differentiating simple
friendship with a member of the opposite sex from romantic love. If the issue is not
handled properly, they can become frustrated or experience mood swings, which
adversely affect their lives and studies. When approaching maturity, most adolescents
will eventually develop some kind of romantic relationships, and they would have to
face the reality of ending the relationship. They need to learn ways of managing these
experiences. This topic helps students learn the ways to develop and maintain a
romantic relationship. Besides, they need to realise the reality, learn to accept
themselves and others. In some cases, students should be able to end a relationship in
a rational way, and face adversities in life with an admirable manner.

Ow, it turns out that Alice already has
a boyfriend. She says we are just friends, and
blames me for failing to tell the difference
between friendship and romantic love.

As you grow up, we will begin to know what
loving another person means. It means nurturing a feeling
for one another, dating, learning how to be together, and
how to accept breaking up if that should happen. It is
a serious subject which has to be learned.

S2 Topic Learning Points
PSD06 Learning to Love - Similarities and differences between love and friendship
(3 lessons) - Elements, goals, principles and proper attitudes towards
love

- Ways to nurture and maintain a relationship
- Reasons, managing ways and appropriate attitude for ending
a relationship

22




‘All Dimensions Every Year’ S2
Topic 3: Enhancing Family Life

Junior secondary students spend large amount of time chatting with their
cyber-friends, hanging out with friends and dating, and this often leads to family
conflict. Although most adolescents understand that family is a source of love and
emotional support, due to rebelliousness or peer pressure, they tend to perceive family
opinions and demands as attempts to control them. For this reason the discussion of
peer friendship and romantic encounters is conveniently followed by the topic
‘Enhancing Family Life’, which helps reinforce the notion that family is the place
where unconditional acceptance is found, forming a strong buttress to meet their
psychological and physiological needs.

" Come to think of it, T have been
spending far too much time on the net, going
out with friends and fooling around. I have

It is most important that members

of the family communicate with each
other. Feel free to share what's in your
heart. Regardless of what happens,
you have our support.

S2 Topic Learning Points
PSDO05 Enhancing Family - The importance of family in life
Life - The role(s) of family members
(3 lessons) - The responsibilities of an individual towards family
- Importance of communication among family members

23




‘All Dimensions Every Year’ S2

Topic 4: Rights and Responsibilities of Sensible Consumer

Besides problems about making friends, the desire for greater autonomy in
consumption habits can also be a trigger point for conflicts between adolescents and
their family. They are frequently accused of buying items of no practical value, so
there is a need for them to have a deeper understanding of the principles of sensible
consumption. Although the rights and obligations of the consumer were explored in
General Studies at junior primary, schools have to put forth the message that
responsibilities come with rights. In order to earn the rights promised to the consumer,
they have to bear the proper responsibilities of that consumer. Students not only have
to be accountable for their own spending decisions, but are also obliged, as a
responsible citizen, to avoid consumption which is detrimental to the environment and
wasteful of the earth’s resources. This topic is designed to serve this purpose.

This piece is a mistake. That piece, I was conned
into it by the sales person. That other one, well, T
have no idea why I bought it.

You have neglected your family. Youare a —
wild shopper. Look at all these unessential computer
accessories that you bought? What a waste of
money and resources!

S2 Topic Learning Points
REAOQ2 | Rights and - Principles of choosing goods and services
Responsibilities of | - Rights and responsibilities of consumers
Sensible Consumer | - Social responsibilities of consumers
(3 lessons) - Regulations and organizations responsible for protecting
consumer rights

24




‘All Dimensions Every Year’ S2

Topic 5 : Economic and Social Consequences of Public Finance of Hong Kong

Individual spending should be sensible. As an agent of citizens, government also
needs to be rational in spending public funds. Life and Society (S1-3) expects students
to start learning about themselves, later extending their studies to cover the affairs of
the local community, and then our country and, finally, the world. Hence, after ‘Rights
and Responsibilities of Sensible Consumer’, the next logical topic is ‘Economic and
Social Consequences of Public Finance of Hong Kong’ to acquaint them with the
factors affecting spending by the HKSAR Government. They already discussed the
rights and responsibilities of citizens at S1 level. Teachers should teach them citizens
have the responsibility of paying taxes, as a result enjoying the right to social welfare
provided by Government. The discussion is sure to bring up opinions advocating that
greater benefits should be granted to the underprivileged, and this issue perfectly
serves the purpose of developing students into rational and informed citizens, who can
consider the impact of public spending on the society, the economy and different
stakeholders.

MNeonsense, I am aware that the HKSAR
Government knows it has to live within its means. In
future, I have the respensibility of paying taxes
and enjoy the right to social welfare services.
I will be a pillar of the community.

o —
You are such a spend-drift. If you were
Hong Kong's Financial Secretary, it would have been a big
disaster. It's important you develop something of a 'money
sense’ or there's no way you can meet your
civic responsibility.

S2 Topic Learning Points

REAO03 Economic and - Major items of government revenue and spending

Social - Factors affecting government spending, requirements of the

Consequences of Basic Law, government revenue and Policy Address

Public Finance of - Meeting social needs, re-distributing income and driving for

Hong Kong long term economic development through public finance

(4 lessons) - The relationship between government and citizens in terms of
public finance, including the responsibility of paying taxes
and the rights to enjoy social services

- Differences between Hong Kong and other developed
countries in taxes and tax rates
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‘All Dimensions Every Year’ S2

Topic 6: Decision-making Process and Development of Electoral System

In Topic 5, students learned that HKSAR Government spending is regulated by the
Basic Law. The estimates of revenue and expenditure are subject to approval by the
Legislative Council, so residents can express opinions and influence Government
decisions through their elected representatives. This prior knowledge prepares
students to study the social and political systems of the HKSAR. As we have seen, the
local political system, its formation, the Government decision-making process and
policy formulation affect citizens” well-being. For the individual benefits of students,
and to prepare them for responsible participation in socio-political issues in the future,
the topic ‘Decision-making Process and Development of Electoral System’ has been
designed. Students will study the “One Country, Two Systems” principle and the
framework guiding the decision-making process of the HKSAR Government as set
out in the Basic Law. Accompanied by analysis of real cases by the use of the
“input-output” model, students will understand the work of Government departments
in decision-making, and how various stakeholders participate in the process. Students
will also understand how the methods for the selection of the Chief Executive, the
election of the members of the Legislative Council and the development of the
electoral system and democracy influence residents’ participation in the Government
decision-making process.

To be a pillar of the community, you have to
have knowledge of HKSAR's political system and its
development. How government makes policies, how the
Chief Executive and the Legislative Council
are selected are important topics.

I know that HKSAR practises the
‘one country, two systems’. T have
also read the Basic Law.....
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‘All Dimensions Every Year’ S2

S2

Topic

Learning Points

SSC02

Decision-making
Process and
Development of
Electoral System

(5 lessons)

The principle of “one country, two systems” and the
relationship between the Central Authorities and the
HKSAR as delineated in the Basic Law

Decision-making process of the HKSAR Government:
input, decisions, output, feedback (as illustrated through
case studies)

Methods for the selection of the Chief Executive and the
formation of the Legislative Council and related
development

Meanings, importance and influences of edging towards the
selection of the Chief Executive and the election of all the
members of the Legislative Council by universal suffrage to
social development and progress of democracy in Hong
Kong

Degree of fairness and clean of Hong Kong elections and its
relationship with political development
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‘All Dimensions Every Year’ S2

Topic 7: An Overview of the Political System

In Topics 5 and 6, students realise that according to the principle of “One Country,
Two Systems” and the Basic Law, the HKSAR and the nation are indivisible. The
mainland and Hong Kong are becoming integrated in many areas. In fact it is likely
that in the future the jobs of many Hong Kong residents will be connected either
directly or indirectly with the mainland. So students need an understanding of our
country’s political system, as provided by ‘An Overview of the Political System’. This
helps them better understand media reports on our country’s politics, policies and
external relations.

Let's go into the political system and
the powers and duties of the Central People’s
Government. This would help us better understand
media reports on our country’s politics, policies
and foreign affairs on a daily basis.
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Now that we have learned ~
| (something about the political structure
of the HKSAR, what next?

52 Topic Learning Points
SSCO05 An Overview of - Functions and powers of the following organs of the state
the Political * NPC
System e President
(4 lessons) e State Council

*  People’s courts and people’s procuratorates
- Leadership role of the CPC
- Roles performed by the CPPCC
- Channels for people’s supervision of the government
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‘All Dimensions Every Year’ S2

Topic 8: Economic Planning and Regulation of the Chinese Government

In addition to their familiarity with the political system, students should acquire
knowledge of the latest development on the mainland in terms of government policy.
As the ties between Hong Kong and the mainland draw closer, economic policy on the
mainland impacts Hong Kong. Teachers should now introduce the topic ‘Economic
Planning and Regulation of the Chinese Government’ to deepen students’
understanding of the nation. After completing the seventh and the eighth topics,
students should have basic knowledge and skills enabling them to update their
knowledge of the mainland on their own.

With an understanding of the nation’s political
system, let us look into the planning and regulation on the
economy by ministries, commissions and organisations of the
Central People's Government. This would provide us with a
better understanding of China's latest development.

L
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S2 Topic Learning Points
REA07 | Economic Planning | - Ministries, commissions and organizations responsible for

and Regulation of making major economic policies
the Chinese - Ways of regulating the economy by the Chinese Government,
Government including administrative commands and market driven
(2 lessons) policies
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‘All Dimensions Every Year’ S2

Topic 9: Hong Kong as an International Financial Centre

The Hong Kong economy has to be integrated with that of the mainland so as to face
keen overseas competition, but it has to retain the features of an international city to
stand out from the mainland cities. Hong Kong is a cosmopolitan city acting as a
bridge between our country and the international community, and indeed this may be
Hong Kong’s greatest contribution to the economic development of our country. Life
and Society (S1-3) expects students to expand their limited horizon and adopt an
international perspective. The topic ‘Hong Kong as an International Financial Centre’
aims to move students towards this goal.

-
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" Next, we will study Hong Kong as an ™
" infernational financial centre, its unique
| strength, and its important contribution to |
the nation. This prepares us to look info /
global issues in the next topic.

S2

Topic

Learning Points

REA09

Hong Kong as an
International
Financial Centre

(4 lessons)

Features of international financial centre

Reasons for Hong Kong developing to become an
international financial centre

Effects of being an international financial centre on the Hong
Kong economy and people livelihood

The importance of strengthening the position of Hong Kong
as an international financial centre, the problems faced and
possible solutions
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‘All Dimensions Every Year’ S2

Topic 10: An Overview of World Order

International affairs are not confined to economic matters, but include social and
political aspects. Although students have learned from the previous topic that
competition across national boundaries is intense, the question of who is enforcing the
rules and keeping order may arise. The topic ‘An Overview of World Order’ which is
about the global socio-political system, enables students to develop an understanding
that despite the absence of a global government, some kind of order does exist.

From the discussion of Hong Kong as
an international financial centre, we soon
[ realise that although there is no ‘world govern-
\ ment’, there is indeed a ‘'world order’. So let us

\_ take a good look at the United Nations and
\fher international organisations.

S2 Topic Learning Points
SSC08 | An Overview of - World order without a global government
World Order - Influences of the United Nations (UN) and the five permanent
(3 lessons) members of the UN Security Council, the constraints and
challenges

- The influences of other important international political
organizations, constraints and challenges (as illustrated by case
studies)

- Interrelationship between developed and developing countries

‘An Overview of World Order’ is the final topic of S2. The topics covered in this year
deal with government policy, and economic and political systems of society. Student
concern should go beyond the individual and into the social and international
dimensions.
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( Blank Page )
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‘All Dimensions Every Year’ S3
Secondary Three

Topic 1: “Right to Freedom of Opinion & Expression” and “Narrowing the Gap
between the Rich & the Poor”

S1 and S2 students are understandably concerned about personal issues. Topics of
personal and social development are chosen to be the first topic on these two levels
may respond to their needs. Nevertheless, the student is now directed to the social
dimension with ““Right to Freedom of Opinion & Expression” and “Narrowing the
Gap between the Rich & the Poor”’, which constitutes the first topic at S3 and gives
students a chance to address the core values of local society.

Look! There's a group of people
engaging in a peaceful demonstration,
They are calling attention to the wide
gap between the rich and the poor.

After we have explored the issue of
unemployment and low wages, we want to discuss the
problem of wealth disparity from the perspective of social
Justice, and how we should exercise the right
and obligation of freedom of expression.
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‘All Dimensions Every Year’ S3

S3 Topic Learning Points
SSC03 “Right to Freedom Protection of and constraints to the right to freedom of
of Opinion & opinion and expression

Expression” and
“Narrowing the
Gap between the
Rich & the Poor”

(5 lessons)

Degree of importance accorded to the freedom of opinion
and expression by the government, political and social
groups, non-governmental organizations, the media and
individuals

Indicators measuring the gap between the rich and the poor
in Hong Kong as well as changes in the trend of the gap
Impact of the magnitude of the gap between the rich and the
poor on Hong Kong society

Efforts of the government, non-governmental organizations
and individuals in narrowing the gap between the rich and
the poor as well as the constraints
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‘All Dimensions Every Year’ S3

Topic 2: Attitudes towards Sex and Sexuality

Hong Kong is an open society. People are keen to
express themselves on many issues. The community holds a
diversity of views on sex, love and marriage and how they relate
to each other. This is what we are about to study.
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Having completed the first S3 topic, ‘Attitudes towards Sex and Sexuality’ serves as
an opportunity for students to put into practice the notion of respecting other people’s
right of expression and speech. They will come across varying notions about love, sex
and marriage and the relationship between them, so it is good to give them the chance
to listen to the views of other people and express and reflect their own attitude to sex.

S3

Topic

Learning Points

PSDO7

Attitudes towards
Sex and Sexuality

(3 lessons)

Different notions and attitudes towards love, sex and
marriage

Aims and principles of setting limits of intimacy
Ways for adolescents to manage sexual fantasy and
desires
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‘All Dimensions Every Year’ S3

Topic 3: Coping with Adversities

Falling in love and having to deal with sexual overtures can contribute to stress and
anxiety, and students have to learn coping skills. In addition other sources of stress
and anxiety are felt in adolescence, including family, peers and schoolwork. Although
the origins of stress are distinctive in nature, the principles of dealing with them are
similar. Students need to identify their strengths and weaknesses, value themselves

positively, build up self-confidence, develop positive thinking, and be capable of

seeking support from various social systems. The topic ‘Coping with Adversities’
helps to improve student capacity for resilience, with a view to equipping them with
the ability to overcome adversities and be ready to face life’s challenges.

In dealing with controversial social issues, like as
dealing with personal problems, we often find ourselves troubled
and stressed. We therefore need to enhance our ability to overcome
adversity, like a boat braving a stormy sea. This can happen by
coming to terms with who we are, building self-confidence
and learning to make use of social resources.

S8 Topic Learning Points
PSD02 Coping with - Impact of pressure and anxieties on adolescents
Adversities - Ways to deal with pressure and anxieties
(4 lessons) - Ways to strengthen resilience
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‘All Dimensions Every Year’ S3

Topic 4: Employment and Income of Labour in Hong Kong

There are students from families under financial stress.
Because of the recent re-structuring of the economy, some with low

skills might find job-hunting difficult. We need to have an
understanding of Hong Kong's labour market and ways te
raise our own competitiveness.

Stress and anxiety facing students does not come only from family tensions, but it can
equally reflect their parents’ financial worries. As a result of recent structural changes
in the Hong Kong economy, there is a significant number of workers who have job
problems, or live at a poverty level even though they are employed. Most of these are
middle-aged, low-skilled and have low qualifications. However, S3 students are
mature enough to understand and share these family financial burdens. The provision
of guidance allows them to voice problems beyond their coping ability. On the other
hand, schools should expose students to the circumstances of the local labour market.
The topic ‘Employment and Income of Labour in Hong Kong’ describes the personal
and social factors leading to the problem of unemployment and low wages and covers
measures for increasing workers’ productivity and competitiveness.
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S3

Topic

Learning Points

REAO05

Employment and
Income of Labour
in Hong Kong

(3 lessons)

Analyse recent employment situation in Hong Kong by
referring to statistical figures, including unemployment rates
and age groups with relatively high unemployment rates
Characteristics of people with difficulty in employment,
including qualifications and socioeconomic background
Personal and social factors that make it difficult for them to be
employed

Ways to enhance worker competitiveness

Personal abilities, aptitude, job nature and social factors that
affect wages
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‘All Dimensions Every Year’ S3

Topic 5: Consequences of Economic Globalization

The employment challenges facing many Hong Kong workers are the result of
economic globalization which is bound to exert an impact on students’ future work
and life. They should understand this development fully and equip themselves

accordingly.

How is it then that
/" Hong Kong's economy has to be
\_re-structured and getting a job
more difficult?

To deal with this question, we need to
/ talk about the globalization of the world's economy.
/[ What is happening is that skilled people, capital and \ €
| technelogy have become much more mobile than before. |
Low value-adding enterprises are leaving the city /
“\._ and businesses of a high value-adding nature i g
“~___ are developing fast in Hong Kong. "

S3 Topic Learning Points
REAI1L Consequences of - Meaning of economic globalization iq terms of huge N
Economic transaction volume of goods and services, labour mobility
Globalization across countries, and rapid flow of capital, information and
(4 lessons) technology

international politics and technology

economic globalization, including Organization for

International Monetary Fund

- Factors contributing to economic globalization, including

- Positive and negative impact of economic globalization
- International organizations, and their work, that promote

Economic Co-operation and Development, the World Bank,
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Topic 6: Trade: Conditions, Gains and Disputes

One consequence of economic globalization has been a remarkable surge in world
trade. The classical school of economics advocates free trade to benefit all parties, and
in primary level General Studies, students learned that free trade has been a vital
factor contributing to Hong Kong’s prosperity. But they will also have heard in the
media that wherever a world trade conference is held, there are large-scale protests
against free trade, and that numerous nations that advocate free trade also adopt trade
protectionist measures. Teachers can help students understand the apparent paradox

with the topic “Trade: Conditions, Gains and Disputes’.

We often read of media
reports of protest against %
economic globalization,

While free trade has produced much

" benefit, some stakeholders have been hurt by it and ™, g &
| disputes have come to the fore. We need to havean )
\--\_\_undt.r-srunding of the background and consequences
“~__of free trade and trade protectionism. e

S3 Topic Learning Points
REA10 | Trade: Conditions, | - Conditions for trade to take place, gains from trade to the
Gains and Disputes whole economy, and its harmful effects to sectors with low
(4 lessons) competitiveness

different stakeholders

the World Trade Organization

problems and solutions

- Common trade protection policies and their effects on

- Ways to deal with trade protection policies and functions of

- External trade of Hong Kong, including the present situation,
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Topic 7: Participation in International Affairs
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" With globalization, China’s participation in - =}
dnternational affairs and its inferests in other countries” &&=
ifshave been on the rise. Its role in international affairs has
7. become more significant. We are going to explore our
nation’s increased participation in the international
arena, its background, its strategies, opportunities
and challenges and its meaning for Hong Kong. _

Economic globalization and world trade had a far-reaching impact on China, so that
the economy and the overall power of the nation have surged in recent years. In the
previous two years students will have acquired knowledge of current circumstances in
China: the economy, people’s livelihood and the political system. Through the topic
‘Participation in International Affairs’, students would approach the nation from a
wider perspective while developing their national identity.

S3

Topic

Learning Points

SSC06

Participation in
International
Affairs

(4 lessons)

Positioning our country on the international scene today
Perception of China’s step forward to the world by some
major countries and regions

Opportunities and challenges brought by our country’s
participation in international affairs, foreign investment, and
strategies of cultural exchange and dissemination with
reference to foreign relations
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Topic 8: Consciousness of Global Citizenship and its Contribution to
Humanitarian Work

Of the international activities participated in by our county, humanitarian work may
be the one that students are most familiar with. In discussing the issue, it is suggested
that teachers guide them to reflect on humanity’s reliance on mutual help, mutual
respect and interdependence, the aim of developing both their citizenship and qualities
of global citizens. This awareness and these qualities are particularly important to the
future development of the students themselves and society. Teachers introduce the
topic ‘Consciousness of Global Citizenship and its Contribution to Humanitarian
Work’ to broaden their horizons and deepen their consciousness and capability of
being global citizens, with a sense of responsibility for humanity’s well-being.

In the process of exploring our nation's
participation in international affairs, we will recognise
the importance of mutual trust and cooperation among
peoples. Next, we want to study the idea of ‘global
citizenship', its concept and qualities, with a focus
on international humanitarian work.
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S3

Topic

Learning Points

SSC09

Consciousness of
Global Citizenship
and its Contribution
to Humanitarian
Work

(4 lessons)

Concept of global citizenship and factors contributing to its
emergence, the distinction between a global citizen and a
citizen of an individual country

Consciousness and quality of global citizenship

Ways to promote consciousness and quality of global
citizenship by intergovernmental bodies and international
non-governmental organizations

Possible efforts and contribution of an individual global citizen
to international humanitarian relief work as well as the
importance of consciousness of global citizenship to the world
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Topic 9: Appreciating Diversity of Values

Students are about to complete their Life and Society (S1-3) studies. Over and above
the foundation knowledge they should have developed a sense of social concern and
the habit of bearing their citizen’s responsibilities, so the curriculum concludes Life
and Society (S1-3) with ‘Appreciating Diversity of Values’. Students should be
reminded to uphold certain values and attitudes when interacting with people of
different background and culture and to express care and concern for others, so as to
develop a harmonious and vibrant society.

For international cooperation to
work or for people to live side by side with
ohe another, everything depends on mutual
respect, mutual tolerance of each other's
values and on mutual concern
of one another.

" A United Wor'ldlr ™~ ‘
An Invincible World V4

- =5

S3 Topic Learning Points
PSD09 Appreciating Respect people of different classes and cultural
Diversity of Values background, and holding different traditions and values;
(3 lessons) understand the positive benefits brought by a pluralistic

society

Proper attitudes of getting along with people from
different background

Ways and considerations in expressing care to the needy
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2. Organize modules by
‘From Proximity to
Remoteness’



( Blank Page )
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‘From Proximity to Remoteness’

Yes, indeed. This other way favours the
economic and socio-political explorations of a given
dimension and their connectivity and continuity.

Teacher, I hear the curriculum of Life
and Society can be organised in a
dif ferent way. Right?

T @ | Y Life and

Society

The second method organizes the modules by dimensions, from proximity to
remoteness. This method emphasises the links and continuity between the economy
and the socio-political systems of the same dimension. It also stresses that students
should move from the most familiar to unfamiliar contexts in their study of the
economy and the socio-political system. In other words, students should start by
studying issues about the local economy and the socio-political system, and then
move to the national dimension, and finally to the global dimension.

The ‘From Proximity to Remoteness’ approach is adopted by most schools which
offer school-based integrated curricula at junior secondary level (usually with Chinese
History as an independent subject). This second method of organization can be
complementary. For example local history and geography of Hong Kong are studied
at S1, Geography of our country at S2, and world history and geography at S3. This
method of organizing Life and Society (S1-3) modules provide students with a more
coherent learning experience about the history, geography, economies and
socio-political systems of Hong Kong, our country or the world in each school year.

47



‘From Proximity to Remoteness’

We will start with the context
most familiar to students,

1. Students first start with Hong Kong's economy

/\ and socio-political system, then the nation, and
" ¢ aETIiR|| finally the world.
\ \g < ’ 2 This mode facilitates a continuous exploration 4
= of the economy and soico-political system at Ty ~ —
il | S

dimension.

Fine, with this outline, I am
ready to enlighten my little sister.
She will be impressed.

Figure 3 outlines the suggested topics to be covered in each of the three years
according to the “From Proximity to Remoteness” principle. In addition to the topics
about personal and social development, S1 students mainly study the topics on the
local economy and socio-political system for a deeper understanding of Hong Kong.
At S2, in addition to the national economy and socio-political system, students revisit
two topics on Hong Kong so as to maintain their focus on Hong Kong and consolidate
and deepen their knowledge of Hong Kong. Even though the focus of S3 study is on
the global economy and socio-political system, students can revisit the circumstances
of Hong Kong and our country in *Hong Kong as an International Financial Centre’,
‘Social Characteristics of “Global City” as Demonstrated by Hong Kong’ and
‘Economic Development of Regions: Yangtze River Delta Region / Changjiang Delta
Region’. This design helps students understand that local, national and global
dimensions are inter-related. Figure 4 illustrates the teaching sequence of these topics
each year. The rationale of these sequences is elaborated in the following section (pp.
51 - 85).
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‘From Proximity to Remoteness’

Personal and
Social
Development

S1 S2 S3
Self-understanding, Self- Managing Cyber Attitudes towards Sex and
esteem & Self-confidence -friendship Sexuality

[[ ul V\I/?t% Or{ﬁgrss IIOS]] Learning to Love [[ Adversities

Developing Values

Enhancing Family Life

Appreciating
Diversity of Values

[[ ]]

Economy of
Hong Kong

Managing Fin. & Being Your
Own Master with Money

]l

[[

Employment and Income of
Labour in HK

Rights & Responsibilities of
Sensible Consumer

]]

Ups and Downs of the
Hong Kong Economy

]l

Econ. & Soc. Consequences of
Public Finance of HK

]l

Socio-political
System of HK

Rights, Responsibilities
and the Rule of Law

J

Decision-making Process &
Dev. of Electoral System.

“Right to Freedom of Opinion
&Expression” and “Narrowing
the Gap between the Rich &
the Poor”

Economy of
our Country

Macro-economy of the Mainland

[[

Econ. Planning & Regulation
of the Chinese Government

Econ. Dev. of Regions:
Yangtze River Delta Region /
Changjiang Delta Region

Socio-political
System of our
Country

[[

Everyday Life in Rural
And Urban Areas

An Overview of the Political System

Participation in International Affairs

Global
Economy

HK as an International
Financial Centre

Trade: Conditions, Gains
and Disputes

Consequences of Economic
Globalization

Global
Socio-political
System

Social Char. of “Global City”
as Demonstrated by HK
An Overview of
World Order

| S5C09 |

(Note: SSC09 is “Consciousness of Global Citizenship and its Contribution to Humanitarian Work”.)

Fig 3

Organization of Life and Society (S1-3) topics according to the principle

of “From Proximity to Remoteness” (Drawn up according to the seven
areas of foundation knowledge)
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‘From Proximity to Remoteness’

Topics S1 S2 S3
Self-understanding, Self- Managing Cyber Appreciating
1 esteem & Self-confidence -friendship Diversity of Values
Managing Fin. & Being Your . Attitudes towards Sex and
2 Own Master with Money ] [[ Leammg to Love ]} Sexuality ]]
3 Rights &.Responsibilities Enhancing Family Life Coping _V\{ith
of Sensible Consumer Adversities

Building Friendships || | [ Employment & income Econ. Dev. of Regions:
. : | /
4 [[ with Others of Labour in HK Y@ﬁ;‘;jﬁxgr&?t?;ﬁfﬂn

=

Everyday Life in Rural Social Char. of “Global City”
and Urban Areas as Demonstrated by HK

HK as an International

5 Rights, Responsibilities
Financial Centre

and the Rule of Law

N—

6 Ups and Downs of the
Hong Kong Economy

Consequences of
Economic Globalization

J—
N————

Macro-economy of the
Mainland

~

Econ. & Soc. Consequences
of Public Finance of HK

8 Decision-making Process & Econ. Planning & Regulation Trade: Conditions,
Dev. of Electoral System of the Chinese Government Gains and Disputes
( : An Overview of the An overview of
9 L Developing Values Political System [[ World Order ]]
Participation in
10 1[ International Affairs ]] [[ SSC03 ]}

(Note: (i) SSCO03 is “Right to Freedom of Opinion & Expression” and “Narrowing the Gap between
the Rich & the Poor”.
(i) SSCO09 is “Consciousness of Global Citizenship and its Contribution to Humanitarian
Work™.)

Fig4  Suggested teaching sequence of topics from S1 to S3 under the principle
of “From Proximity to Remoteness”
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‘From Proximity to Remoteness’ S1
Secondary One

Students face tremendous changes when they start secondary school, such as adapting
to a new learning environment and making new friends. While subject to new
expectations from teachers and parents, students now enjoy more autonomy in
managing their daily lives. They will have a feeling of being challenged, anxious, and
may experience mood swings.

Sis! Pretty soon, you will be a secondary student.
This means new settings, new friends, more autonomy. At
the same time, more responsibility is expected of you from
society. I't is unnerving! But let me give you some
advance hotice.

Brother, I am okay. But now that
you are making a big deal out of it, you are
indeed making me nervous.
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‘From Proximity to Remoteness’ S1

Topic 1: Self-understanding, Self-esteem and Self-confidence

To be a secondary student,
the first thing you need to do is take a

good look at yourself. You must have - [ —. \
high self-esteem and be confident. - _ S

Wowl, T didn't know T am suchan ™
emotional person with no time management
_ skills, like youl

Making “Self-understanding, Self-esteem and Self-confidence’ the first topic at S1
level of Life and Society responds to the needs of the students at this stage. It helps

them understand themselves in different ways, thus empowering them to conquer
challenges and take on a new phase in their life.

S1 Topic Learning points
PSDO1 Self-understanding, - The many faces of “Self”; perceived self, real self,
Self-esteem and Self- ideal self
confidence - The importance of self-esteem and self-respect
(6 lessons)

with regard to personal development
Emotion management and ways to cope with
negative emotions

Establish self-confidence to face difficulties and
failure
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‘From Proximity to Remoteness’ S1

Topic 2: Managing Finance and Being Your Own Master with Money

Successful self-management including time and money represents the very essence of
growth. Upon promoted to secondary school most students are allowed autonomy in
the use of their pocket money. In order to help students develop a prudent attitude and
an ability to use the money efficiently, “Managing Finance and Being Your Own
Master with Money’ is offered as the second topic. This topic equips students with
decision-making ability and a positive attitude in the use of money.

—
I am no fool. Borrowing money <3
requires paying interests. Spending
. money before you earn it is going

o to cost you.

With self-confidence, you can freely spend
your pocket money on entertainment, or help others in need.
Or most importantly, you want to use your money to make
many friends! Should I give you a loan and make you a
millionaire so that you can impress your pals?

S1 Topic Learning Points
REAO01 | Managing Finance - Allocation of money for different uses, including
and Being Your Own consumption, savings and donations
Master with Money | - Decision making about spending money: setting up priorities
(3 lessons) for different uses of money, making choices according to

budget and priorities

- A borrower has the responsibility of repaying principal and
interest, bears interest cost and the risk of default on
repayment of huge amount of interest

- Use borrowing through credit cards as an example, illustrate
the differences between simple and compound interest
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‘From Proximity to Remoteness’ S1

Topic 3: Rights and Responsibilities of Sensible Consumers

Now that you mention =

proper use of money and being sensible
consumers..What iousy exampie you are
setting with your wild spree on
computer accessories. ;

= :_.

Students need to keep to their budget and spend wisely. They are frequently accused

of buying items of no practical value. There is a need for them to have a deeper

understanding of the principles of sensible consumption. Although the rights and

obligations of the consumer were explored in General Studies at lower primary,

schools need to put forth the message that responsibilities come with rights. To

deserve the rights that are promised to the consumer, they have to bear the proper

responsibilities of a consumer. Students not only have to be accountable for their own

spending decisions, they are also obliged, as responsible citizens, to avoid

consumption which is detrimental to the environment or wasteful of the earth’s

resources. The topic ‘Rights and Responsibilities of Sensible Consumer’ is designed
to serve this purpose.

S1

Topic

Learning Points

REA02

Rights and
Responsibilities of
Sensible Consumer

(3 lessons)

Principles of choosing goods and services

Rights and responsibilities of consumers

Social responsibilities of consumers

Regulations and organizations responsible for protecting
consumer rights
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‘From Proximity to Remoteness’ S1
Topic 4: Building Friendships

In addition to learning how to manage and use money, S1 students have to make
friends in a new environment. Because of the length of time spent with their friends,
the focus of adolescents’ lives gradually shifts from family to peers. However, they
have to understand that friends are not simply companions to have meals and fun with,
but also partners who enhance learning and self-understanding, provide emotional
support, enrich their lives and help them explore the world. Getting on with the
opposite sex can further develop social skills which will be useful in maintaining the
lasting future marriage relationships, so the topic ‘Building Friendships’ is designed to
help students understand the importance of friendship to their personal growth, and
the ways of building and maintaining relationships with friends of both sexes. Under
this topic they also explore ways of coping with peer pressure and bullying. They will
be equipped with the necessary skills at the early stage of their secondary education so
that they can cope with these problems.

o

Apart from foolish spending, I hear you are

—/ also running into problems with making friends; that Alice,
your net-friend, is making play of your feelings for her! By
the way, are you doing any bullying of others?

Or are you the one who's been bullied? A

I
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S1 Topic Learning Points
PSDO03 Building Friendships | - The importance of friendship to personal development
(5 lessons) - Establish and nurture friendship with members of the same

sex and the opposite sex
- Coping with peer pressure
- The definition of and reasons for bullying
- Behavioural signs of bullies and their victims
- Strategies to tackle bullying
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‘From Proximity to Remoteness’ S1

Topic 5: Rights, Responsibilities and the Rule of Law

While exploring the issue of bullying, students usually come across media reports on
court judgements in these cases and understand that the individual’s right to personal
safety is protected under Hong Kong law. Schools should provide opportunities for
students to widen their horizons on this and understand their rights and
responsibilities as HKSAR residents. At upper primary students acquired a
preliminary understanding of the rights and responsibilities of the individual, and how
these rights are protected under the Basic Law and the legal system in Hong Kong. On
this prior knowledge, junior secondary students further explore these issues from a
deeper and broader perspective.

If you bully others, you are
legally liable. But you still enjoy the rights

given to you by Hong Kong law. A

" And more I also enjoy many civil
rights and responsibilties.... You will be
learning something more about Hong Kong's

rule of law principles.

S1 Topic Learning Points
SSCO1 Rights, - Different categories of Hong Kong residents
Responsibilities - Rights and responsibilities applicable to Hong Kong
and the Rule of residents
Law - Protection of the rights of Hong Kong residents by major
(3 lessons) principles of the rule of law
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‘From Proximity to Remoteness’ S1

Topic 6: Ups and Downs of the Hong Kong Economy

The rule of law safeguards the rights of HKSAR residents and is the cornerstone of
the prosperity and competitiveness of our economy. Economic activity constitutes a
vital part of our society. Introduction to the social system in Hong Kong is followed
for S1 students by exploration of economics, so as to strengthen their adaptability to
changes they may encounter in their workplace and their social life in the future. As
they already acquired some basic knowledge of Hong Kong’s economy and the
factors affecting its development in General Studies at upper primary, they should be
given a chance to deepen and broaden their knowledge on this front.

Fortunately my pocket money in
all these years has not been pegged to the
GDP, the stock market or the property
market. Otherwise, I would not have
had any good night's sleep.....

e e e
Hong Kong's ecanomy is highly open

and sensitive to local and external influences. How
the HKSAR government stabilises the economy has
a close bearing on our everyday life.

S1

Topic

Learning Points

REA04

Ups and Downs of
the Hong Kong
Economy

(4 lessons)

Indicators on economic performance of Hong Kong, including
average salaries, unemployment rates and gross domestic
product

Changes and trends of these indicators in the past decade
Economic fluctuations closely tied to events happened in the
mainland and overseas as Hong Kong is an open and highly
externally oriented economy

Role of the Hong Kong Government in stablising and
developing the economy

Advantages and disadvantages of government intervention in
the economy
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‘From Proximity to Remoteness’ S1
Topic 7: Economic and Social Consequences of Public Finance of Hong Kong

The HKSAR government relies mainly upon fiscal policies to achieve economic
stability and growth. Government revenue and expenditure has a bearing on the daily
lives of citizens. For example they have the responsibility of paying taxes, as a result
enjoying the right to social welfare provided by the Government. When exploring the
topic ‘Economic and Social Consequences of Public Finance of Hong Kong’, the
discussion is sure to bring up opinions advocating that greater benefits should be
granted to the underprivileged, and this issue perfectly serves the purpose of
developing students into rational and informed citizens who can consider the impact
of public finance on society, the economy and different stakeholders.

o
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In turbulent times, how the HKSAR
government can live within its means requires a great deal
of skills. As citizens, we have the duty to pay taxes and the right
to welfare services provided by government. All these are
closely related to public revenue and
public spending.
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‘From Proximity to Remoteness’ S1

S1

Topic

Learning Points

REAO03

Economic and
Social
Consequences of
Public Finance of
Hong Kong

(4 lessons)

Major items of government revenue and spending

Factors affecting government spending, requirements of the
Basic Law, government revenue and Policy Address

Meeting social needs, re-distributing income and driving for
long term economic development through public finance

The relationship between government and citizens in terms of
public finance, including the responsibility of paying taxes
and the rights to enjoy social services

Differences between Hong Kong and other developed
countries in taxes and tax rates
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‘From Proximity to Remoteness’ S1

Topic 8: Decision-making Process and Development of Electoral System

‘one country, two systems’. I too have
read the Basic Law.

Public spending has to comply with the Basic Law.
The budget has to be approved by the Legislative Council. Our
next subject has to do with the HKSAR's political system and its
development. How government makes policies and how the
Chief Executive and the Legislative Council are
selected are important topics.

In Topic 7, students learned that HKSAR Government comes under the requirements
of the Basic Law, and the estimates of revenue and expenditure are subject to
approval by the Legislative Council, so residents can express opinions and influence
Government decisions through their elected representatives. This knowledge
foundation prepares students to study of the social and political systems of the
HKSAR. As we have seen, the local political system, its formation, the Government
decision-making process and policy formulation affect citizens’ well-being. For the
individual benefits of the students, and to prepare students for responsible
participation in socio-political issues in the future, the topic ‘Decision-making Process
and Development of Electoral System’ is introduced. Students will study the “One
Country, Two Systems” principle and the framework guiding the decision-making
process of the HKSAR Government as set out in the Basic Law. Accompanied by
analysis of real cases by the use of the “input-output” model, students will understand
the work of Government departments in decision-making, and how various
stakeholders participate in the process. Students will also understand how the methods
for the selection of the Chief Executive, the election of the Legislative Council and
the development of the electoral system and democracy influence residents’
participation in the Government decision-making process.
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‘From Proximity to Remoteness’ S1

S1

Topic

Learning Points

SSC02

Decision-making
Process and
Development of
Electoral System

(5 lessons)

The principle of “one country, two systems” and the
relationship between the Central Authorities and the
HKSAR as delineated in the Basic Law

Decision-making process of the HKSAR Government:
input, decisions, output, feedback (as illustrated through
case studies)

Methods for the selection of the Chief Executive and the
formation of the Legislative Council and related
development

Meanings, importance and influences of edging towards the
selection of the Chief Executive and the election of all the
members of the Legislative Council by universal suffrage to
social development and progress of democracy in Hong
Kong

Degree of fairness and clean of Hong Kong elections and its
relationship with political development
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‘From Proximity to Remoteness’ S1

Topic 9: Developing Values

In the first-year of Life and Society (S1-3), students inquire into numerous issues
concerning the individual and local society. They discover that their opinions,
judgements and choices differ from those of their classmates and other stakeholders in
society, which is a fact they experience again and again in the future. In consolidating
what they have learned over the past year, students need to realise such phenomenon
is a result of the different values held by different stakeholders on the same issue, and
they need to learn how to manage this divergence of views. When dealing with this
last S1 topic ‘Developing Values’, the teacher should systematically introduce to the
students what values are, the factors that shape these values, and the skills by which to
clarify one’s viewpoint on controversial issues. More importantly, they learn the
principles of resolving value conflicts which paves the way for further study on S2
and S3. In the long run, students will gradually develop the habit of reflecting on their
values and participate in social encounters with a respectful attitude, an open mind
and rational thinking, thus becoming responsible and informed decision makers.

Yes I kmw we need to re.spe.ct =
values, the opinions and the freedom
— of expr‘ess-on of others _——

After a year of classes, you will dlscnve.r' e
that people hold different views. You need to learn to
appreciate the values and rationale which
underlie their views.

S1 Topic Learning Points
PSDO8 Developing Values - Meaning and importance of values
(4 lessons) - Factors affecting the formation of values
- Skills which help clarify one’s values when facing hot social
issues

- Principles to be considered in handling conflicts among
different values
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‘From Proximity to Remoteness’ S2

Secondary Two
Topic 1: Managing Cyber-friendship

As they become accustomed to secondary school, students expand their social
network, making all sorts of friends. One source is the Internet, which has become a
vital part of adolescent life, and making cyber-friends is very much part of their social
life. Cyber-friends can broaden their horizons, which is positive to development.
Owing to the uniqueness of the Internet, however, all kinds of traps and dangers are
lurking around every corner of the Internet. ‘“Managing Cyber-friendship’ is designed
as the first Life and Society topic at S2 in order to cater for the needs of the student
development.

Sist, I am meeting Maria, my
{ net-friend, for the first time. She describes
herself as a very nice girl. T am
seoo0o nervous!

Making friends on the internet! You'd better
watch out. Had you not run into a wall last time with Alice?
Don't take people at their word. The web is strewn with
traps. Make sure you know how
to protect yourself.

S2 Topic Learning Points
PSDO04 Managing Cyber - Cyber-friendship: characteristics, values and possible risks
-friendship - Ways to deal with and develop cyber-friendship
(4 lessons)
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‘From Proximity to Remoteness’ S2

Topic 2: Learning to Love

As a concomitant element of the development of interpersonal relationships, and in
line with physical maturation and psychological growth, romantic encounters increase
in significance in a students’ life. They tend to engage in fantasies about romance,
hoping to experience love, and they sometimes have problems differentiating simple
friendship with a member of the opposite sex from romantic love. If this issue is not
handled properly, they can become frustrated or experience mood swings, which
adversely affect their lives and studies. When approaching maturity, most adolescents
will eventually develop some kind of romantic relationships, and they would have to
face the reality of ending the relationship. They need to learn way of managing these
experiences. This topic helps students learn the ways to develop and maintain a
romantic relationship. Besides, they need to realise the reality, learn to accept
themselves and others. In some cases, students should be able to end a relationship in
a rational way, and face adversities in life with an admirable manner.

Ow, it turns out that Maria
already has a boyfriend. She says we are just
friends, and blames me for failing to tell the
difference between friendship and
~~—___romantic love. Ow..... -

Brother, I may be younger than you,
but even I can tell we need to start learning what love is all
about. It means nurturing a feeling for one another, dating,
learning how to be together, and how to accept breaking
up if that should happen. It is a serious subject
which has to be learned.

S2 Topic Learning Points
PSD06 Learning to Love - Similarities and differences between love and friendship
(3 lessons) - Elements, goals, principles and proper attitudes towards
love

- Ways to nurture and maintain a relationship
- Reasons, managing ways and appropriate attitude for ending
a relationship
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‘From Proximity to Remoteness’ S2
Topic 3: Enhancing Family Life

Junior secondary students spend large amounts of time chatting with their
cyber-friends, hanging out with friends and dating, and this often leads to family
conflicts. Although most adolescents understand that family is a source of love and
emotional support, due to rebelliousness or peer pressure, they tend to perceive family
opinions and demands as attempts to control them. For this reason the discussion of
peer friendship and romantic encounters is conveniently followed by the topic
‘Enhancing Family Life’, which helps reinforce the notion that family is the place
where unconditional acceptance is found, forming a strong buttress to meet their
psychological and physiological needs.

Come to think of it, T have been
spending far too much time on the net, going
out with friends and feoling around. I have

-~
It is most important that
members of the family communicate
with each other. Feel free to share what
is in your heart. Regardless of what
happens, you have our support.
"‘—-__‘__\___‘_.___ -

S2 Topic Learning Points
PSDO05 Enhancing Family - The importance of family in life
Life - The role(s) of family members
(3 lessons) - The responsibilities of an individual towards family
- Importance of communication among family members
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‘From Proximity to Remoteness’ S2

Topic 4: Employment and Income of Labour in Hong Kong

Right, Speaking of families, I am aware that there
are students from families under financial stress, Because of the recent
re-structuring of the economy, some with low skills might find job-hunting
difficult. We need to have an understanding of Hong Kong's labour
market and ways to raise our own competitiveness,
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Some students may come from low-income families suffering from financial stress, so
provision of guidance allows them to voice problems beyond their coping ability, and
in addition schools should expose students to the circumstances of the local labour
market. The topic ‘Employment and Income of Labour in Hong Kong’ describes the
local labour market and covers measures for increasing workers’ productivity and
competitiveness.

S2 Topic Learning Points
REA05 | Employment and - Analyse recent employment situation in Hong Kong by
Income of Labour referring to statistical figures, including unemployment rates
in Hong Kong and age groups with relatively high unemployment rates
(3 lessons) - Characteristics of people with difficulty in employment,

including qualifications and socioeconomic background

- Personal and social factors that make it difficult for them to be
employed

- Ways to enhance worker competitiveness

- Personal abilities, aptitude, job nature and social factors that
affect wages
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‘From Proximity to Remoteness’ S2

Topic 5: “Right to Freedom of Opinion & Expression” and “Narrowing the Gap
between the Rich & the Poor”

Following the discussion on unemployment and low-income, teachers should direct
students to explore the problem of the wide gap between rich and poor from a social
justice perspective. They should understand its impact on society as a whole, avoiding
a narrow perspective that regards the underprivileged as deserving of alms or
assistance. A decent society embraces certain core values including equality, the right
of freedom of speech and the constraints under which it can be exercised need to be
understood. The topic ““Right to Freedom of Opinion & Expression” and “Narrowing
the Gap between the Rich & the Poor”” is offered at S2 in Life and Society with the
aim of cultivating the qualities of good citizenship.

Look! There's a group of people
engaging in a peaceful demonstration,
They are calling attention to the wide
gap between the rich and the poor.

After we have explored the issue of
unemployment and low wages, we want to discuss the
problem of wealth disparity from the perspective of social
Justice, and how we should exercise the right
and obligation of freedom of expression.
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‘From Proximity to Remoteness’ S2

S2 Topic Learning Points
SSC03 “Right to Freedom Protection of and constraints to the right to freedom of
of Opinion & opinion and expression

Expression” and
“Narrowing the
Gap between the
Rich & the Poor”

(5 lessons)

Degree of importance accorded to the freedom of opinion
and expression by the government, political and social
groups, non-governmental organizations, the media and
individuals

Indicators measuring the gap between the rich and the poor
in Hong Kong as well as changes in the trend of the gap
Impact of the magnitude of the gap between the rich and the
poor on Hong Kong society

Efforts of the government, non-governmental organizations
and individuals in narrowing the gap between the rich and
the poor as well as the constraints
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‘From Proximity to Remoteness’ S2

Topic 6: Everyday Life in Rural and Urban Areas

Since starting S1, students have studied seven topics relating to the economy and the
socio-political situation in Hong Kong, so by now, they should have some
understanding of Hong Kong. Building on this foundation, they should expand their
horizons towards their country and the world. They need to learn about the mainland,
not simply because of their Chinese identity, but because of the increasing integration
between the mainland and Hong Kong. There is no doubt that work and life in Hong
Kong in the future will be linked with the mainland.

Given the increasingly close ties between
Hong Kong and our country, we wish to learn about
the diverse ways people live in urban and rural areas on
the mainland and the changes to their
traditional way of life.

To help students learn more about our country, a great nation, it is better to start with
the way of life, the culture and customs of the Chinese residents. This would be
interesting to students.

S2

Topic

Learning Points

SSC04

Everyday Life in
Rural and Urban
Areas

(4 lessons)

Lifestyle of the following as illustrated through work, social
relations, consumption, leisure & entertainment, clothing,
accommodation, food & beverage, etc.

« lifestyle of Chinese residents in urban areas

« lifestyle of Chinese residents in rural areas

Traditional culture as demonstrated by the lifestyle of
Chinese residents and how it has been influenced by social
changes
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‘From Proximity to Remoteness’ S2

Topic 7: Macro-economy of the Mainland

There have been significant changes in
the lives of people in urban and rural areas in China. This
has a great deal to do with the reform and opening up of the
economy. We need to equip ourselves with knowledge
of the country's macro economic change.

Our country is a large economy with various sectors, and students in junior forms,
who are just beginning a systematic study, may find it difficult to have a grasp all the
details, so the topic ‘Macro-economy of the Mainland” only aims at a brief description
from a macro perspective. Students who have learned the meaning of Gross
Domestics Product (GDP) under the topic ‘Ups and Downs of Hong Kong Economy’
will find that knowledge useful here.

S2 Topic Learning Points
REA06 Macro-economy of | - Evaluate the economic development of the mainland
the Mainland «  Compare the Gross Domestic Product, per capita Gross

Domestic Product and other indicators of the mainland
with that of other developed countries
- Definitions of the three strata of industry
- Evaluate the relative importance of primary, secondary and
tertiary industries
«  Compare their gross output values and number of
employed persons

(2 lessons)
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‘From Proximity to Remoteness’ S2

Topic 8: Economic Planning and Regulation of the Chinese Government

The Chinese economy has achieved significant development since the launch of
reforms and opening-up, but throughout the process ups and downs have occurred.
The Chinese Government plays a key role in planning economic development and
regulating economic policies especially for emergencies and uncertainties. The topic
‘Economic Planning and Regulation of the Chinese Government’ deepens students’
understanding of the Chinese economy. Upon completion of Topics 7 and 8, students
will have mastered some basic knowledge and skills and be able to follow the latest
developments of our country on their own.

With some knowledge of the country's
acro economic setting, let us look into how ministries,
commissions and organisations of the Central People's
Government engage in economic planning and regulation,
This would give us a better understanding of the
country's latest development.

S2 Topic Learning Points
REAQ7 Economic Planning | - Mini_stries, _commissior_ls and_ o_rganizations responsible for
and Regu|ation of maklng major economic pOlICIES
the Chinese - Ways of regulating the economy by the Chinese Government,
Government including administrative commands and market driven
(2 lessons) policies
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‘From Proximity to Remoteness’ S2

Topic 9: An Overview of the Political System

" After learning about China's
economy, what next?

Economic policy is a reflection of
the country's aspiration and reality. We should
have knowledge of the political system and powers
and duties of the Central People’'s Government. This
would help us better understand media reports
oh our country's politics, pelicies and
foreign affairs on a daily basis.

Economics and politics are interconnected, so in order to gain a fuller understanding
of our country, students must be informed about its political system. The topic ‘An
Overview of the Political System’, covering the socio-political system in China, is a

good starting point for students to understand the functions and powers of major

organs of state.

52 Topic Learning Points
SSCO05 An Overview of - Functions and powers of the following organs of the state
the Political * NPC
System e President
(4 lessons) e State Council

*  People’s courts and people’s procuratorates
- Leadership role of the CPC
- Roles performed by the CPPCC
- Channels for people’s supervision of the government
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‘From Proximity to Remoteness’ S2

Topic 10: Participation in International Affairs
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From social, political and economic
; exploration, let us move to an international
P perspective on how China is keeping pace with the rest
f the world. We are going to explore China's participation
in the international arena, its background, its strategies,
opportunities and challenges; as well as its
meaning for Hong Kong.

China is a member of the world community with steadily growing power, and so is
expected by the world community to assume an important role in international affairs.
Therefore, China has to step up its efforts in the development and modernization of
various areas through participation in international affairs and integration with the
international community, so students need to learn about China from an international
perspective.

‘Participation in International Affairs’ is the last Life and Society topic at S2. It
explores the outward-orientation of China. Such design prepares students to study
international issues at S3. They explore the difficulties and challenges facing China
and reflect on our own role as Chinese in Hong Kong.
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‘From Proximity to Remoteness’ S2

S2

Topic

Learning Points

SSC06

Participation in
International
Affairs

(4 lessons)

Positioning our country on the international scene today
Perception of China’s step forward to the world by some
major countries and regions

Opportunities and challenges brought by our country’s

participation in international affairs, foreign investment, and

strategies of cultural exchange and dissemination with
reference to foreign relations
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‘From Proximity to Remoteness’ S3

Secondary Three

Topic 1: Appreciating Diversity of Values
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Brother, look at Hong Keng,
such a gathering of people from dlf‘fzmnt
- cultures and background.

global economy and socio-political issues. We need to learn;
first of all, to respect people of other cultures and
background, to be tolerant and caring.

In this topic, students have the chance to reflect on their obligations as global citizens
and explore the concept of social inclusion. It forms a foundation, on which other S3
topics are built.

S3 Topic Learning Points
PSD09 Appreciating - Respect people of different classes and cultural
Diversity of Values background, and holding different traditions and values;
(3 lessons) understand the positive benefits brought by a pluralistic
society

- Proper attitudes of getting along with people from
different background
- Ways and considerations in expressing care to the needy
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‘From Proximity to Remoteness’ S3

Topic 2: Attitudes towards Sex and Sexuality

Hong Kong is an open society. People are
en to express themselves on many issues. The community holds
a diversity of views on sex, love and marriage and how they
relate to each other, This is what we are
about to study.

I T LTIl

o

Upon completion of the first topic on the S3 level, the topic ‘Attitudes towards Sex
and Sexuality’ serves as an opportunity for students to put into practice the notion of
respecting other people’s right of expression and speech. They come across varying
notions about love, sex and marriage and the relationship between them in society.
They should be given the chance to express themselves and at the same time, seek to
understand the attitudes of other people towards sex. Doing so will help students
reflect on their own attitudes to pre-marital sex and intimate behaviour patterns.

S3 Topic Learning Points
PSDO7 Attitudes towards Different notions and attitudes towards love, sex and
Sex and Sexuality marriage
(3 lessons) Aims and principles of setting limits of intimacy

Ways for adolescents to manage sexual fantasy and
desires
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‘From Proximity to Remoteness’ S3
Topic 3: Coping with Adversities

Falling in love and having to deal with sexual overtures, can contribute to stress and
anxiety, and students have to learn coping skills. In addition other sources of stress
and anxiety are felt in adolescence, including family, peers and schoolwork. Although
the origins of stress vary, the principles of dealing with them are similar. Students
need to identify their strengths and weaknesses, nurture high self-esteem, build up
self-confidence, develop positive thinking and know how to seek support from
available social systems. The topic ‘Coping with Adversities’ improves student
resilience, with a view to equipping them with the ability to overcome adversities and
be ready to face life’s challenges.

|\
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Eh, you have my blessings. =
: I hope you practise what you

In dealing with controversial social issues, like as
in dealing with personal problems, we of ten find ourselves troubled and
stressed. We therefore need to enhance our ability to overcome adversity,
like a boat braving a stormy sea. This can happen by coming to terms
with who we are, building self-confidence and learning
to make use of social resources.

S3 Topic Learning Points
PSD02 Coping with - Impact of pressure and anxieties on adolescents
Adversities - Ways to deal with pressure and anxieties
(4 lessons) - Ways to strengthen resilience
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‘From Proximity to Remoteness’ S3

Topic 4: Economic Development of Regions: Yangtze River Delta Region /
Changjiang Delta Region

Challenges ahead for students centre round work and employment, and Hong Kong’s
economy is facing intense competition at a time when our country and other countries
are fighting for survival and economic development. The Yangtze River Delta region /
Changjiang Delta region, under the leadership of Shanghai is one of the focuses of the
mainland economy into the foreseeable future. The region has drawn up ambitious
development plans in the finance, manufacturing, and business services areas, which
brings both challenges and opportunities for Hong Kong. The topic ‘Economic
Development of Regions: Yangtze River Delta Region / Changjiang Delta Region’
equips students with knowledge on this front. They need to be aware of the need to
equip themselves for the challenges ahead.

~" With this boost, we are ™.
j about to explore the latest *
' development in the Yangtze River
Delta region, its challenges to
Hong Kong and the opportunities
it affords us.

S3 Topic Learning Points

REA08 | Economic - Recent plans, achievements and difficulties faced by the
Development of Yangtze River Delta region / Changjiang Delta region in
Regions: Yangtze developing its industries, and financial, business and logistic
River Delta Region services
/ Changjiang Delta | - Opportunities and challenges facing Hong Kong due to the
Region development of the Yangtze River Delta region / Changjiang
(2 lessons) Delta region
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‘From Proximity to Remoteness’ S3

Topic 5: Hong Kong as an International Financial Centre

_~" After the trip fo the Yangtze
/" River Delta region, we want to look at

Hong Kong as an international financial \
centre - its unique strength and its important |

contribution to the nation. It is good to go
beyond our daily experience and look at
Hong Kong's role in the mainland and
in the world.

A

The Hong Kong economy has to be integrated with that of the mainland, so as to face
keen overseas competition, but it has to retain its features of an international city to
stand out from the mainland cities. Life and Society (S1-3) expects students to go
beyond their limits and broaden their perspectives on the international front. The topic
‘Hong Kong as an International Financial Centre’ helps students learn about the
features of an international financial centre, the reasons for Hong Kong being one and
how this affects the economy and their livelihood. They will discuss the importance,
challenges faced and possible ways of strengthening the position of being an
international financial centre to Hong Kong

S3 Topic Learning Points
REA09 | Hong Kong as an - Features of international financia.l centre
International - Reasons for Hong Kong developing to become an
Financial Centre international financial centre
(4 lessons) - Effects of being an international financial centre on the Hong

Kong economy and people livelihood

- The importance of strengthening the position of Hong Kong
as an international financial centre, the problems faced and
possible solutions
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‘From Proximity to Remoteness’ S3

Topic 6: Social Characteristics of “Global City” as Demonstrated by Hong Kong

The emergence of international financial centres is one of the consequences of
globalization, which affects everyone’s life in various ways, and in order to acquire a
global perspective, students must learn about it. Exploring the social characteristics of
“global cities” paves the way for an understanding of globalization. On the topic
‘Hong Kong as an International Financial Centre’, they learn about the free flow of
capital and information here. Now, Hong Kong serves as a case study for
understanding the social characteristics of “global cities”.

: ,‘;
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Hong Kong as an international financial
centre calls for Hong Kong to be an international city.
We want to explore how an ‘international city’ opens up
to the rest of the world, attracting capital and talents
from all corners of the earth.

S3 Topic Learning Points
SSC07 Social - Degree of openness of Hong Kong (as illustrated by the
Characteristics of aspects of capital, media, information, human resources and
“Global City” as culture, etc.)
Demonstrated by - The “push and pull” drive of Hong Kong to transnational
Hong Kong business people, professionals, executives and labour
(3 lessons)
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Topic 7: Consequences of Economic Globalization

Globalization has its presence felt in all sectors of society, including social, cultural
and economic, the last of which has caused tremendous changes to the living standard
of people all over the world. Low-value-added labour-intensive industries have
relocated outside of Hong Kong, while some high value-added job opportunities have
moved in. Economic globalization certainly exerts a profound impact on life and work.
This topic helps students understand the phenomenon and be ready for future
challenges.

) It is well to speak of Hong Kong
/" as a successful international city. But how’,
is it that in recent years, our economy has s v
to undergo re-structuring and jobs are / =~
hard to find?

need to talk about the globalization of the
world's econoemy. What is happening is that skilled
people, capital and technelogy have become much more
mobile than before. Low value-adding enterprises |
. are leaving the city and businesses of a high ./
“~._  value-adding nature are developing "
“~__ fastinHongKong.

S3 Topic Learning Points
REAI1L Consequences of - Meaning of economic globalization iq terms of huge N
Economic transaction volume of goods and services, labour mobility
Globalization across countries, and rapid flow of capital, information and
(4 lessons) technology

- Factors contributing to economic globalization, including
international politics and technology

- Positive and negative impact of economic globalization

- International organizations, and their work, that promote
economic globalization, including Organization for
Economic Co-operation and Development, the World Bank,
International Monetary Fund
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‘From Proximity to Remoteness’ S3

Topic 8: Trade: Conditions, Gains and Disputes

One consequence of economic globalization has been a remarkable surge in world
trade. The classical school of economics advocates free trade to benefit all parties. In
primary level General Studies, students learned that free trade has been a vital factor
contributing to Hong Kong’s economic prosperity. But they will also have heard in the
media that wherever a world trade conference is held, there are strong large-scale
protests against free trade, and that numerous nations advocating free trade also adopt
trade protectionist measures. Teachers can help students understand this apparent
paradox with the topic ‘Trade: Conditions, Gains and Disputes’.

.~ We often read of media
reports of protest against (%
economic globalization.
Why?

; While free trade has produced much
benefit, some stakehelders have been hurt by it

(and disputes have come to the fore. We need to have an )
\understanding of the background and consequences of /
"~ free trade and trade protectionism. g

S3 Topic Learning Points
REA10 | Trade: Conditions, | - Conditions for trade to take place, gains from trade to the
Gains and Disputes whole economy, and its harmful effects to sectors with low
(4 lessons) competitiveness

- Common trade protection policies and their effects on
different stakeholders

- Ways to deal with trade protection policies and functions of
the World Trade Organization

- External trade of Hong Kong, including the present situation,
problems and solutions
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‘From Proximity to Remoteness’ S3
Topic 9: An Overview of World Order

International affair are not confined to economic matters, but include social and
political aspects. On topics 7 and 8, students have learned that competition across
national boundaries is intense, now the question of who is enforcing the rules of
competition may arise. The topic ‘An Overview of World Order’ enables students to
develop an understanding that despite the absence of a global government, some kind
of order does exist.

/ Hong Kong trades with the rest
of the world. And yet there is no one single
government to ensure world order?

omic, social and political levels, T -
there is no 'world government’. There are the
United Nations and important international organisations
which maintain a certain amount of order.

S3 Topic Learning Points
SSC08 | An Overview of - World order without a global government
World Order - Influences of the United Nations (UN) and the five permanent
(3 lessons) members of the UN Security Council, the constraints and
challenges

- The influences of other important international political
organizations, constraints and challenges (as illustrated by case
studies)

- Interrelationship between developed and developing countries
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‘From Proximity to Remoteness’ S3

Topic 10: Consciousness of Global Citizenship and its Contribution to
Humanitarian Work

" A United Worldr-\\\
\\ An Invincible World

As we explore the issues of globalization
and world order, we observe that there is competition
and cooperation, and we recognise the importance of people
trusting each other and working together. Next, we want to
study the idea of 'global citizenship’, its concept and
qualities, with a focus on international
humanitarian work.

The S3 Life and Society (S1-3) is coming to an end. While exploring topics
concerning globalization and world order and others, students realise that competition
and cooperation co-exist across national boundaries, and that what benefits one nation
may infringe on the well-being of humankind in general. There exist vulnerable
groups around the world in need of assistance. So when this issue is discussed,
teachers are suggested to guide them to reflect on the need of humankind for mutual
help, mutual respect and interdependence, with the aim of developing both their
citizenship and qualities of global citizens. Such awareness and qualities are
particularly important to the future development of the students themselves and
society. Teachers may use the topic ‘Consciousness of Global Citizenship and its
Contribution to Humanitarian Work’ to conclude the learning on the S3 level. The
purpose is to deepen the students’ consciousness and capability of being global
citizens, with a sense of responsibility for well-being of humankind.
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‘From Proximity to Remoteness’ S3

S3

Topic

Learning Points

SSC09

Consciousness of
Global Citizenship
and its Contribution
to Humanitarian
Work

(4 lessons)

Concept of global citizenship and factors contributing to its
emergence, the distinction between a global citizen and a
citizen of an individual country

Consciousness and quality of global citizenship

Ways to promote consciousness and quality of global
citizenship by intergovernmental bodies and international
non-governmental organizations

Possible efforts and contribution of an individual global citizen
to international humanitarian relief work as well as the
importance of consciousness of global citizenship to the world
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