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Turning into Private Schools 
 
A secondary school operating less than two S1 classes may apply to turn into a private school by 
phase (Note 1). 
 
1. Key Points for Assessment 
 

(a) As the Government will not provide any subvention to private schools, the school 
sponsoring body (SSB) should provide evidence that it is financially sound and is capable of 
shouldering all the expenses of operating private classes, including teachers' salary and all 
related expenses. 

 
(b) The school has to demonstrate that it is capable of providing quality education and that the 

learning environment and facilities meet the requirements for all-round development of 
students.  It also has to ensure that the staff establishment and qualifications of teachers for 
the private classes are comparable to their counterparts in the subvented classes. 

 
(c) The school should ensure that its turning private will not contravene or infringe the terms 

and conditions of the relevant lease and / or tenancy agreement for the school site. 
 

(d) The schools should clearly inform parents that it will turn into private operation by phase 
starting from the S1 level in the coming school year on a one-level-per-year basis.  As for 
the students admitted in the first school year of operating less than two S1 classes, unless the 
school could put forth a proposal of providing a broad and balanced senior secondary 
curriculum for them, in principle they will participate in Central Placement on completion of 
S3 and be transferred to other subvented schools to pursue the senior secondary curriculum. 

 
(e) The school has to consult its major stakeholders (including the SSB, Incorporated 

Management Committee / School Management Committee, teachers and parents) in 
advance and obtain their consent to the proposal. 

 
2. Points to Note 
 

(a) If the application is approved: 
 

i. The school should operate in private mode starting from the S1 level and extend this 
operation mode to other levels year by year until the whole school becomes a private 
one.  The school should also withdraw immediately from SSPA and inform parents 
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of the students having applied to the school for S1 discretionary places (DP) that their 
DP applications will be automatically rendered null and void. 

 
ii. The Government will continue to provide subsidies for the subvented classes, but the 

school should not use such subvention on private classes and should prepare separate 
ledgers for the subvented and private portions. 

 
(b) If the application is not approved: 
 

 The school may still operate S1 classes on the "per capita subvention mode" starting from 
the school year subsequent to the year when it fails to meet the two S1 classes requirement.  
However, S1 students admitted in the first school year of operating less than two S1 classes 
and thereafter will participate in Central Placement on completion of S3 and be transferred 
to other subvented schools to pursue the senior secondary curriculum. 
 
 

Note 1: This arrangement is not applicable to government secondary schools. 


