
Expressions of interest invited from international schools for 
new sites 
***********************************************************

    The Education Bureau today (March 19) invited expressions of 
interest for allocation of greenfield sites and vacant or to-be-
vacated school premises for international school expansion and 
development.   
 
    In his 2007-08 Policy Address, the Chief Executive announced 
that the Administration would make available a number of 
greenfield sites to expand the international school sector. The 
bureau has identified a number of sites for that purpose. Taking 
into account the interest among some existing international 
schools for quick expansion, the bureau has also identified a 
number of vacant or to-be-vacated school premises for allocation. 
The expression of interest exercise is open to all existing 
international schools in Hong Kong and other interested parties.  
 
    A spokesman for the bureau said, "Four greenfield sites in 
Kowloon and the New Territories have been earmarked for the 
purpose. Subject to responses received in the expressions of 
interest exercise, we will proceed to the next stage and invite 
detailed proposals."  
 
    "One of the four sites could accommodate the development of 
hostel facilities. Subject to the responses received, we will 
look into the feasibility of the Government supporting the 
development of hostel facilities on a trial basis, with a view to 
attracting overseas students and fortifying our status as a 
regional education hub." 
 
    "The Education Bureau has also identified five vacant/to-be-
vacated school premises which may be considered for international 
school use. These are situated on Hong Kong Island and in the New 
Territories," the spokesman said.  
 
    Details of the sites and premises are at Annex A(i) and Annex 
A(ii) respectively. 
 
    "The exercise is the first step for us to gauge market 
response. Taking into account the responses received, we will 
finalise the list of sites and premises to be made available, 
work out detailed allocation criteria and invite eligible 
interested parties who have responded to the expressions of 
interest to submit detailed school proposals for the coming 
School Allocation Exercises. Details will be announced in due 
course," the spokesman said. 
 
    "The Government supports the development of a vibrant 
international school sector to underpin our aspiration to be a 
global metropolis and strengthen our status as a regional 
education hub. We believe that the allocation of greenfield sites 
and vacant school premises can help meet the community's demand 
for expansion in the international school sector." 
 
    The international schools operating from the greenfield sites 
and the vacant premises covered in this exercise should be non-
profit-making and run on a self-financing basis. In accordance 
with existing policy on assistance for international schools, 
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interest-free capital loans for school building on the greenfield 
sites will be considered upon application. Successful bidders of 
the vacant/to-be-vacated premises will normally enjoy nominal 
rent treatment. Details of the possible government financial 
assistance and the eligibility requirements for the expressions 
of interest are at Annex B.  
 
    Reply forms for the expressions of interest can be downloaded 
from the bureau homepage (www.edb.gov.hk/index.aspx?
nodeid=246&langno=1). Interested parties are required to express 
interest by submitting the reply forms to the Infrastructure and 
Research Support Division, Room 1427, 14/F, Wu Chung House, 213 
Queen's Road East, Wan Chai, Hong Kong, or fax: (852) 2119 9107) 
by April 30. 

Ends/Wednesday, March 19, 2008 
Issued at HKT 19:07 
 
NNNN 
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Annex A(i) 
Greenfield Sites Earmarked for International School Development 


 
 


Site Location 
(Note 1) 


Site Area 


Timing for 
Allocation to the 


Successful Bidder 
(Tentative) (Note 2) 


 
1 Kai Cheung Road / Wang Kwong 


Road, Kowloon Bay, Kowloon 
 


9,640 m² 
(0.964 ha) 


January 2009 
 


2 Former Lai Chi Kok Cottage Area, 
Lai Chi Kok, Kowloon 
 


About 18,900m² 
(1.89 ha) 


By phases from 
April 2011 (about 
2400 m2) to April 
2013. 
 
 


3 Junction of Wai Man Road and Mei 
Yuen Street, Area 4, Sai Kung Town, 
New Territories 
 


8,400 m² 
(0.84 ha) 
 


October 2009 
 


4 Ex-military site at Area 48, Castle 
Peak Road, So Kwun Wat, Tuen 
Mun, New Territories 
(for development as an international 
school with hostel facilities) 


About 33,400 m²
(3.34 ha) 


July 2009 


 
 
Note: 
 
1. All the sites identified are on Government land and zoned as “Government, 


Institution or Community” sites where international school use is permitted.  
Though all the sites are on Government land, all of them are being occupied by 
different parties for temporary uses at present.   


 
2. The timing for availability and allocation as indicated above is tentative and is 


subject to applicable procedures and timely surrender of land by the current 
occupants.  The sites will be cleared before allocation to the successful bidders.  
Exact boundary of the sites will be determined by the lands authorities prior to 
the launch of the School Allocation Exercise. 


 








Annex A(ii) 
 


Vacant/to-be-vacated Premises Earmarked for International School 
Development 


 
Premises Location  


Note 1 
No. of 


Classrooms
Site AreaNote2 Earliest Timing for handing 


over of Premises to the 
Successful BidderNote 3 


A Chai Wan, 
Hong Kong  


12 C/R 6500 m2 


 
Late 2009 


B Shau Kei Wan, 
Hong Kong 
 


20 C/R 3236 m2 September 2008 


C Chai Wan, 
Hong Kong 
 


20 C/R 
7 S/R 


3300 m2  


 
December 2009 


D Sha Tau Kok, 
New Territories 


23 C/R 
14 S/R 


8105 m2 Late 2008  


E Tai Po, New 
Territories  


29 C/R 
7 S/R 


4850 m2 


 
September 2010 


C/R – means classrooms  S/R – means special classrooms 


Note: 


 
1. Since the premises once allocated could be made available for occupation by 


school operators (after any renovation to be carried out by the successful bidders), 
it is our intention that all or part of the existing buildings will not be demolished.   


 
2. The areas as shown for Premises A, B and D are the approximate site areas 


obtained from available lands documents.  The exact area to be allocated for 
Premises A is subject to change due to site surrender considerations.  The areas 
as shown for Premises C and E are internal floor areas as provided by the 
relevant government department.  All figures are indicative only. 


 
3. The timing for handing over of the premises as indicated above is tentative.  It 


is subject to applicable procedures and the successful and timely surrender of 


premises or land by the current occupants or land owners.  Premises C and E are 


located within housing estates managed by the Housing Authority.  Since the two 


premises are still being occupied by schools in operation, their availability is subject 


to confirmation. 


 








Annex B 
 


Summary of the Possible Financial Assistance from the Government 
and Basic Eligibility Requirements for the Expression of Interest 


(EoI) Exercise 
 Vacant School 


Premises 
 


Greenfield Sites 


Status of 
Operator 


Non-profit making 
and properly 
incorporated 
(Note 1) 
 


Non-profit making and properly incorporated (Note 1)
 


Financial 
Assistance 


- nominal rent for 
premises 


- exemption of rate 
and government 
rent  


- successful bidder 
is expected to 
fund any 
renovation works 
required (Note 2)  


 
 


- land grant at nominal premium  
- on application and subject to merits of the case, 


interest-free capital loan for school building 
- exemption of rate and government rent  
 


Basic 
Eligibility 
Requirements 


- Good organization structure, proper management and sound financial 
footing 


- Has good track record and proven experience and expertise in international 
school operation in Hong Kong or overseas 


- Applicants for the greenfield site in Tuen Mun accommodating also 
hostel facilities should preferably have local or overseas experience in 
operating international schools with hostel facilities. 


- Applicants for vacant school premises should preferably be existing 
international school operators in Hong Kong as they (as opposed to new 
operators) would have a more immediate need for reprovisioning and 
expanding their existing schools in the short term.  


 
Student Mix  At least 50% of the school places should be allocated to the target group(s) 


of students that the school has publicly stated it will serve. Generally, we 
expect international schools to serve children of overseas families relocating 
to Hong Kong for work and non-local students.  


 


Note 1: Parties responding to the EoI exercise should note that in line with the 


Education Bureau’s established policy for allocation of premises for 


education purposes, the successful bidder should be a charitable institution 


or trust of a public character exempted from tax under Section 88 of the 


Inland Revenue Ordinance, and is: 







 


(a) incorporated under the Companies Ordinance, with its memorandum and 


articles of association containing all the standard clauses and articles 


required for allocation of a school; or 


 


(b) incorporated under other ordinances, with its constitution satisfying the 


Permanent Secretary for Education as being fit to be considered for 


allocation of the premises. 


 


The above status needs not be confirmed for the purpose of the EoI exercise.  


When submitting detailed proposals at a later stage, the applicant body 


should provide documentary proof showing that it has fulfilled the above 


requirements or has at least applied with relevant government departments 


for acquiring the necessary status as a non-profit-making and properly 


incorporated body. 


 


Note 2:  If parties are interested in individual vacant premises only if the premises are 


demolished and redeveloped in part or in full, with or without capital 


assistance from the Government, this should be specified in the reply form 


for the EoI exercise. 


 


 


 







