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Context of RC

Mid-Levels

Band 1B

Approx. 700 Students

11 English teachers

Small class teaching (S1&2)
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S1/2 Language Across the Curriculum

Use of English across multiple disciplines.  Focus 
is on extemporaneous speaking, group work, and 
presenting.

Little to no traditional text-book work.

Chance for talented students to shine as they 
take the lead.

Early exposure to self-directed learning.

Frequent group work.

Emphasis on presenting/public speaking.



S1/2 Language Across the Curriculum
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S1 & 2 Language Across the Curriculum

Pair and share 

country report

MC for school event



English Assembly

Once a fortnight on Monday. 

Students help plan, write, and 

deliver content.

Some topics this year include: 

“Beware of Scams”

“UN English Language Day”

“Self-belief”

Approx. 2 weeks before 

assembly:  Students organised

1 week before:

Scripts written/edited by 

students

1-2 days before:

Rehearsals



S3 Drama

1 lesson per cycle (6 days)

Whole class involvement

Talented students take on acting or leadership 

roles (director and script writer).

Term 1: theory 

drama activities

role allocation

Term 2: script writing

rehearsals

May: performance



Senior Speaking Lessons

Use of English across multiple disciplines.  Focus is on speaking, group work, and presenting.

Ostensibly for DSE practice, but also to help identify talented students for other roles.

Chance for talented students to shine as they take the lead in class and out of it.

Split classes

1 lesson per cycle

Range of speaking activities

DSE format (GD and IR) but with supplementary activities to cater to talented students.



Enhancing Creativity and Critical Thinking 
of More Able Students with Language Arts

                                                                                                  Andrew Varsalona-Blatti & Jarvis Leung



Characteristics of RC students

- Good English foundation (intensive training from RCPS)
- Creative 
- Energetic 
- Dread boredom  

- Very concerned about exams and marks
- Want constant progress and takeaway from every lesson

Characteristics of typical Hong Kong students

Characteristics of young teens











Information + Emotion = Long term memory 
S.5 as companies / organisers 

Authentic workplace experience using English

- Recruitment & holding meetings (oral or written) - informal / formal English
- Serving customers and communication - informal English 
- Market research, proposal, survey, report - formal English

S.1 as customers 

Complete customer survey

S.4 as employees / helpers

Learn from mentors and acquire experience 



Creativity and Critical Thinking

S.5 as companies / organisers

Fun ✓ Creativity ✓

Critical Thinking ✓ (Start a company from scratch)

S.1 as customers

Fun ✓

S.4 as employees / helpers

Fun ✓ Creativity ✓ Critical Thinking ✓



The Timeline







Learning Task - Decision-making

Critical thinking

Decide what product/service to 
sell/offer to S.1 customers

Recruit S.4 helpers; 
Conduct job interviews.



Learning Task - Create company brand/image

Creativity 

Creativity 

Using formal English 



Learning Task - Writing a proposal

Using formal English 



Learning Task - Market research survey
Using formal English 



Learning Tasks - Writing a report
Using formal English 

Exam skills



Learning Task - Presentation of business plan and          
budget

Communication skills

Semi-formal language in a formal occasion



Assemblies 

@ SHDC
2018-2020

avarsalona@raimondi.edu.hk
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