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Enhancing the Creativity and Critical Thinking Skills of 
Gifted / More Able Students through Language Arts 
Activities 



School background:

An aided Christian CMI 

primary school 

with a long history

6 classes per form

(total 36 classes) 

Streaming 

(3 more able classes 

per form) 



Our English 
Panel 
Members 
and our 
school-
based 
curriculum 

We have a cooperative English Panel 
comprising over 20 members.

We have regular preparation meetings on 
lesson planning.

We have a well-developed school-based 
English curriculum. 

We have developed a systematic school-based 
task books consisting of two-levels, one for the 
average stream, the other for more able stream. 



Incorporating 
language arts 
activities in 
the upper 
primary 
English 
classrooms 

Level Topic Language Arts 

Activities 

J.4 Rewriting the ending of 

Rapunzel 

(Creative Writing) 

Rewriting the ending 

of a fairy tale 

J.5 Rewriting the play script 

of The New Cinderella 

(Creative Writing) 

Rewriting the play 

script of a fairy tale 

J.6 Beautiful Words 

(Riddle Writing) 

Riddle Writing, 

Similes 



Sample of our horizontal plan for each module (J.6 ) 





Our school 
tradition: 
cooperative 
learning / 
ability group 
in class 



Our school 
tradition: The 
incorporation of 
IT in Education

The use of 
padlet/ quizzes/ 
some other tools 
enable instant 
online sharing in 
class. 



What happens in our upper 
primary English classrooms? 
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Lesson design

Activity: Rewriting the ending of the story 

 It is an extended task. 

 It requires students to think and analyse the 
structure of the story and the 
characterization again.

 They have to write creatively.   

They have to share in class with padlet. 



Think about these 
questions:What do you think the prince said? 

Did he change his habits? 

Did he come back to save Rapunzel in 
the end? 

How did she feel? 

What did she say? 

12

Guiding 
Questions for 
students to 
think about:



Narrative Texts

Describing characters

Physical
traits

What we see
e.g. brown hair, 
a round face 
and big eyes

Personality 
traits

What we learn 
based on what the 
character says, does, 
thinks and feels

Outside Inside

feelings

thoug
hts

While writingBefore writing After writing

Characterization



Opening

Build up

Problem

Resolution

Ending

Use the Story 
Mountain to 

help you plan 
your story



Opening

Build up

Problem

Resolution

Ending

Setting

Main 

Characters

Events

More 

Characters



Once upon a time;
In a tall tower;
A beautiful girl –
Rapunzel;
A prince

Rapunzel saw the Prince; 
Put her long hair 
out of the window;
Prince wanted to rescue 
Rapunzel;
Climbed up to the
tall tower

Prince:
Black teeth –

brushed once a week;
Dirty hair –

washed three times a month;
Long fingernails –

cut once a month

Advice:
Brushed teeth twice a 
day;
Washed hair three times 
a week;
Cut fingernails once a 
week

???

Opening:

Setting and 

main 

Characters

Build up:

More characters

Events

Problem

Resolution

Ending
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Creative 
writing task 





Students 
share their 
new play script 
by doing a 
readers’ 
theatre in class 
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Beautiful Words 
Creative Riddle Writing with Similes

(like/ as…as) and Adjectives



My riddle

She smiles as warm as the Sun.

She is beautiful like a peacock.

She is as gentle as a lamb.

She is also very kind. 

Who is she?



Cooperative learning 
Brainstorm ideas for YOUR riddle. Write about a classmate 

or a teacher at Heep Woh Primary School in groups of four . 



Cooperative Learning

Your ROLES:

Student 1: 2 adjectives

Student 2: Simile 1

Student 3:     Simile 2

Student 4: 2 connectives



Similes to compare 

him/herAdjectives to 

describe the person

Connectives to link 

up ideas
Other phrases to enrich the 

riddle

A worksheet is given for 
group discussion



Padlet





Group ________ has made good use of

1. two adjectives 

2. verbs 

3. two connectives

4. two similes

5. other phrases

6. They have written a riddle with a title and the writer’s name.

7. They have presented the riddle clearly and loudly.

8. They have presented with feeling.

Peer Assessment Checklist
 We have listened to Group ________ to read their riddle.



Conclusion: Why ELA activities?

What are the benefits of incorporating the language arts activities in the
English classrooms?

English Language Arts activities enable students to learn material faster
and more effectively. ELA activities help students think critically and
abstractly about information. Additionally, communication during class
discussions and in essays teaches valuable soft skills that students will
carry with them throughout their lives.



Conclusion: tips for teachers 

1. Lesson objectives must be clear and feasible. 

2. Lesson procedures must be well-prepared.

3. The activities designed should be open-ended. 

4. The activities designed should be varied. 

5. English teachers need to be creative too. 




