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What are Literature Circles (LC)?

- Small, peer-led discussion groups whose members have
chosen to read the same story, poem, article or book.
(Daniels, 2002)

- Other names: Reading Circles / Book Clubs / Reading
Groups



Eleven Key ‘Ingredients’ (paniels, 2002)

1. Students choose their own reading materials.

2. Small temporary groups are formed, based on book choice.

3. Different groups read different books.

4. Groups meet on regular, predictable schedule to discuss their
reading.

5. Kids use written or drawn notes to guide their discussion.

6. Discussion topics come from the students.

7. Group meetings aim to be open, natural conversations about books.

8. The teacher serves as a facilitator.

9. Evaluation is done by teacher observation and student self-

evaluation.
10. New groups form around new reading choices.
11. A spirit of playfulness and fun pervades the room.




The teacher selects reading materials appropriate for their students.

Small temporary groups are formed by the teacher.
Different groups read the same text.

Groups meet on regular, predictable schedule to discuss their
reading.

Kids use written or drawn notes to guide their discussion.
Discussion topics come from the students.

Group meetings aim to be open, natural conversations about books.
The teacher serves as a facilitator.

Evaluation is done by teacher observation and student self-
evaluation.

10. New groups form around new reading choices.
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10. The teacher provides additional information to “fill in some of the gaps”.




How are LCs conducted?

Teacher chooses Teacher assigns
a book suitable students to
for students groups

Teacher
schedules the
dates of
discussions

\

Students have
small-group
discussion in

class




Literary
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Benefits of LCS (Fayne & Weiss, n.d.)

- All students have an important role to play in the discussion.
- Difficult points are presented from different perspectives.

- Students of differing abilities can be put in one group and
benefit from one another.

- Books can be broken into manageable pieces.
- Comprehension and vocabulary are significantly enhanced.
- Students take ownership of their own learning.

- Different generic skills can be developed - communication
skills, critical thinking skills, creativity and collaboration skills.

- Questions and discussion promote student reflection.
- Students read, talk, question, feel, and think out of the box.




-
Higher Order Thinking Skills

~ Literary Discussion
Luminary Director

Analyze Evaluate Create

Apply

. Word Remember
Wizard Reporter

Source: Bloom B. S. (1956). Taxonomy of Educational Objectives, Handbook I: The Cognitive Domain. New
York: David McKay Co Inc
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LITERATURE CIRCLES IN

THE SCHOOL-BASED
ENGLISH LANGUAGE CURRICULUM




School Background

- An EMI co-educational school

- Reading programmes in the school-based English
Language curriculum:

- S.1 — S.3:English reading lessons (twice per cycle)
school-based Reading Award Scheme
- 5.4 — S.6: Extensive Reading Programme (SBA)



Preparing Junior Secondary Students for
LCs

- S.1 — S.3 Literature Sets

» Including reflection questions asking students to relate the
stories to their lives

- S.1 — S.3 Language Arts Elements

» Example: (S.3) The Miracle Worker — Including discussion
and individual presentation topics related to the movie



CARMEL DIVINE GRACE FOUNDATION SECONDARY SCHOOL

Secondary One 2008-2009
ENR Language Arts Programme:
Novel

Cam Jansen Mysteries

Hame: { ¥ Class:

4l

Conld you draw a pictare for sach of the any other two important charaersrs?
And give them short intreductions like the following one for Cam Jansen?

This is Jeomifer Japsen.
Her friznds call ber
—: - aihich is shart
“Camer” beranse she has
2 photographic memory.
She zoes "chick” and she

can rememiber thinss,

"/- -‘\I Could you draw a picture of
where the story happens? And
give a brief imroduedon of the
satting?

- J

Diraw thres objects which are important in the story and state your reason:

U




Frividle

Complete the Venn diagram: Compare your life to Nick’s life in the book. Find out TEN similarities/ differences vou two have. Two examples
are given fo you.

Your life Nick’s life

y . e.g. The principal goes to visit
e.g. The Principal has never visited e Nick and Nick‘s;_:n ts to discuss the problem
I like to ask silly questions in Nick has created at school.

class to keep the teacher too busy to give
homework.
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Carmel Bivine Srace | Ftelen Fetter
ﬁgml‘hﬂtp ﬁ[l‘]nnl L I 1. Helen Eeller not only overcame her disabilities, but she weat on to help others as well irefer to
’/L p.1 for details). What is your understanding of the sbove Helen's saying® Do you agree with
hes?
$.3 English BVeaber

THE

. Can yom think of a person around you or a person in Hong KEong who often helps others?
Cive examples of the good things that he/she does.

« IH}-M.IRACLh 3. Why do people offer help to others? What do you think these people feel when they do so?
' Helen Keller VWORKER
Anne Gullivan |y fmemenine

4. After learning about Helen and Anne’s story, would you like to do more to help others? What
would you do? \ J
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How LCs Started in CDGFSS

2006 | 2008 |

To To prepare
encourage UE
UE students
students to

face

changes —

Who
e
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Purposes of Introducing LCs

Through Literature Circles, we would like to help our
students to

-take ownership of their learning

-develop their speaking skills for SBA

-think and respond more critically (Bloom’s taxonomy)
-become more reflective

-read, talk, question, feel, and think out of the box for
purposeful communication



Reasons for the Choice of Reading
Texts

pUSUSEE SN THE LAST LECTURE

1

9

« Complementing the theme “Stress and Adversity”
« Students mature enough to understand life stories

BUCESASNS] THE LAST POLAR BEARS

« One of the recommended SBA books
» Lots of interesting details - open for imagination



The Last Polar Bears
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- Level of students: S.5 = — y
- Time to conduct LCs: 2"d Term \ e e ' =
| = 52
- Number of lessons: 8-10 7}/5@ [
- Materials: The book and school- "ngarjﬁgﬂ_rs ‘-—‘:_"
based Literature Circle booklet 6\ ___ [
- Purpose: To prepare students e 4
for SBA | 7 > -5_.-;;: o 2/
1 . ‘“ . ':\‘. B :,1, g
- Grouping: Teacher assigned B P R @ A
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Worksheets

Reading pI—p30 | p3T—p.49 | pso—p.62 | p.63—p72 | p.73—end

Disciission leader +
Sununariser

Connector

Literary Lininary

INustrator

Immesﬁgn tor

Reporter




Catering for Learner Diversity
S e S T a Coead dion p . ,

S
The Discussion Director’s jobis to .. .

+  read the story twice, and prepare at least five general questions about it.
« ask one or two questions to start the Feading Circle discussion.

make sure that everyone has a chance to speak and joins in the discussion.

call on each member to present their prepared role information.

guide the discussion and keep it going.

; LI ik sually the best discussion questions come from your own thoughts, feelings, and questions as you read.
your task is to help people talk over the "big ideas” in d Sha (What surprised you, made you smile, made you feel sad”) Write down your questions as soon as you
reactions. Usually the best discussion questions come fro I own thou have finished reading. It is best to use your own questions, but you can also use some of the ideas at the
feelings and concerns as you read, which you can list below, during or afti bottom of this page.

SR

Assignment: pages to

Discussion Director: Your job is to develop a list of questions tha
want fo discuss about this part of the book and direct the disc
member for their input based on their current role. Don't

reading. MY QUESTIONS:

No Question
Possible discussion questions or topics for today: 1
1. 3
2

3

3
4, 4
5 :

Sample Questions:

What was going through your mind while you read this section?
Sample Questions: What questions did you have when you finished this section?

What was going through your mind while you read this 5

/s Other general ideas:
What questions did you have when you finished this "

\Questions about the characters (like / not like them, true fo life / not true o life .. 7)
\ estions about the theme (friendship. romance, pavents/children, ghosts .7)

testions about the ending (nurprising, expected, liked it / did not like it ...7)

« Questions about what will happen next. (These can also be used for a longer story.)

Connections: What did today's reading remind you of?
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Date:
Assignment: pages to The Connector’s jobis to . . .

* read the story twice, and look for connections between the story and -

the world cutside.

Connector: Bind connections between the hoak * make notes about at least two possible connections to your own experiences, or to the experiences of
outside. Connect this reading to your own life, to friends and family. or to real-life events.

community, to similar events aff * tell the group about the connections and ask for their comments or questions.

you are reminded of. Connecti| *  ask the group if they can think of anv connections themselves.

writings on the same topic.

# These questions will help you think about connections while you are reading.

Events: Has anything similar ever happened to you, or to someone you know? Does anything in the
Some connections | found between this readi story remind you of events in the real world? For example, events you have read about in newspapers, or
events, authors. . heard about on television news programmes.

Characters: Do any of them remind you of people you kmow? How? Why? Have you ever had the same

thoughts or feelings as these characters have? Do you know anybody who thinks feels, behaves like
that?

Some connections I found between this reading and other people, places, events, authors. ..




How to Teach Students to Conduct LCs

- Teacher’s role: facilitator
- Showing students products done by previous students
- Playing videos of Literature Circles (YouTube)

- Monitoring the progress of individual groups and providing
assistance whenever appropriate

- Leading class discussion to ‘bridge the gaps’



Discussion Director

MY QUESTIONS:
No Question
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Literary Luminary
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Summariser

MY KEY POINTS:

\
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tent. They ore not Mmﬁ ell ot Hhis  moment.
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Reporter
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Word Wizard

paf:gaa/ph Worgp:el::;rt o Definition Sample Sentence
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IMPACT AND REFLECTION




Students’ Reflection

- understanding a text from different perspectives
sharing ideas in the group
- knowing more about the text and the related issues

ldeas

- becoming more confident in speaking English
- improved fluency
Speaking Skills - learning communication strategies: leading a group,
initiating a discussion, turn-taking, sustaining a discussion,
responding to others

- expanding their vocabulary bank

vocabulary ooy eling vocabulary learnt from the text in discussion

- willing to try something that they may not be good at without
Others any pressure
- appreciating others’ effort
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Teachers’ Reflection
| Before | After

Teachers were not very confident in Teachers become more confident in
conducting student-centered activities. conducting student-centered activities.

Teachers are convinced that discussion can
be an effective means to facilitate learning
and teaching.

Teachers doubted whether discussion was
an effective way of learning.

Plenty of meaningful teacher-student

Teacher-student interactions were limited. ) i i
interactions are observed in the lessons.

The lesson atmosphere might be a bit

o LCs contribute to livelier lessons.
serious’ for students.
Learner diversity was an issue. Learners help one another in groups.

Students did not know how to elaborate on

. Students ideas are well-elaborated.
their ideas.
Students did not read critically. Students know how to be critical readers.

Students lacked confidence in speaking Students are more willing to speak in English
English. in class.




Our Future Plan

Future plans

To To prepare To prepare To form
encourage UE NIl independent

UE students for| students for Literature
students to future life the SBA Circles in
face and tasks — senior
changes — cultivate a forms to
Who | positive PoIzeB'e-:fst help
Moved My lifestyle — students

prepare for
Cheese Tir:clt.;s; SBA




Other Possible LC Activities

- Inclusion of Literature Circles in ERS
- E-learning: Literature Circles online
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