Example of Short Speech for Morning Assembly
“Being Teased for Mispronunciation - An Impulsive Student Hurt his Classmate with a Pocket-knife”
(Extract from Co-creating Harmonious School – Stop Bullying Appendix 1b)


Good morning, everybody!

Today I would like to share with you a piece of news from the court with the title “Being Teased for Mispronunciation – An Impulsive Student Hurt a Classmate with a Pocket-knife.”

On 26 March this year, a 15-year-old secondary schoolboy named Wong was teased in the corridor by his 14-year-old classmate named Chan for his mispronunciation.  To prevent further conflict, Wong decided to leave, but Chan wouldn’t let him go.  He pushed, kicked and challenged him to a fight in the near future.  At that time, a few classmates witnessed the incident.  Worried that he would be hit, Wong put a pocket-knife in his trousers.  After lunch, they met again in the washroom.  Wong was teased again about his pronunciation.  He was punched in the cheek by Chan after walking into the corridor.  Right after that, Wong took out his pocket-knife for self-defence and cut Chan’s chest in anger.  Chan was bleeding seriously and he turned to a teacher for help, who called the police immediately.  In the end, Wong admitted to the police that he had wounded others upon caution.

At XXX Tribunal yesterday, Wong pleaded guilty to the charge of grievous bodily harm.  The judge said that he understood that the defendant was stressed because of being bullied and teased by his schoolmate, but he should not hurt another person with a weapon.   

In mitigation of punishment, the defendant’s counsel pointed out that Wong had been repeatedly threatened, bullied and teased by the plaintiff.  Wong was remorseful for what he had done, and was supported by his parents in court.  Since Wong was still young and it was his first offence, the counsel urged the judge to impose a light sentence so that Wong would have a chance to turn over a new leaf.


From this news article, we can see the different roles in a bullying incident: the bully, the bystanders and the victim.  Unfortunately, the bystanders turned a blind eye to the incident and the victim was constantly mocked and teased without any appropriate help.  The long-term suppressed emotions gradually turned into violent revenge on the bully for self-defence.  As a result, both the victim and the bully became losers.  Later teachers will give you a worksheet for further discussion and reflection on how to prevent, face and handle bullying incidents.  

Questions:
1. This piece of news “Being Teased for Mispronunciation – An Impulsive Student Hurt a Classmate with a Pocket-knife” involved two students, Wong and Chan.  How did this unfortunate event happen?
2. What were Wong’s feelings and psychological state at that time?
3. What was the judge’s opinion of Wong’s behaviour? 
4. What do you think will be the long-term impacts to the victim if bullying continues? 
5. Why do you think people join the bullies as assistants? 
6. Why do you think the bystanders do not intervene into the incident? 
7. Do you think the silent bystanders have an impact on the incident?  If so, what is it?
8. Who do you think is responsible for the above incident? 
9. What would you do if you witness a classmate being bullied? 
10. If you were being bullied, what would you expect your classmates / teachers do to handle the incident? 


