Computer Awareness Programme (Module 1) － Joy to the Computer World


Reference Room 
Introduction
In order to achieve the learning objectives of this Module, other than participating in classroom activities, students also need to keep an eye on current events, be concerned about the things around them and expand their horizons. The Reference Room, which contains the five parts: “A World with Computers”, “Click to Learn”  “News Clippings” , Learning Resources and “Outside the Classroom”, provides some reference materials, computer assisted learning resources observation points relevant to IT application. On one hand, this supports the research activities suggested by this Module (e.g. “Role Play” ,  “Debate Contest and “Design Room for Future Computers” ) by allowing students to gradually learn how to search for and process information from a smaller scope, so as to prevent them from being at a loss; while on the other hand, it encourages students to expand their learning areas so that they can increase their understanding of IT when researching other topics or engaging in extracurricular activities. 
Due to the ever-changing nature of IT, new IT learning resources constantly emerge and students’ knowledge of IT also grows with time. The information provided in “Reference Room” is just a start; teachers and students will need to constantly update and revise this for it to take effect.
[I ] “A World with Computers”
This web page introduces some examples of IT applications in daily life. The information is displayed in the form of web pages to make it more convenient for students to engage in self-learning and for teachers to flexibly select and explain appropriate content in class. Teachers can also use web page editing tools to freely add or remove contents from the web pages.
[II] “Click to Learn”
This component aims to reveal the internal structure of a main unit and to display its various equipments and functions on a web page (Reference Room \ Click to Learn \ Click to Learn Web Page \ Click to Learn htm). This is an enriched component so it is appropriate to place the folder (Reference Room \ Click to Learn) into computers in the self-learning corner for the self-learning use of interested senior primary students. (For relevant information, see Reference Room \ Click to Learn \ Click to Learn.doc) 
[III] “News Clippings”
This component provides a kit containing news, informational articles, questions and reference questions. It is recommended that schools use this kit together with schools’ discussion forums, or start online discussions on social networking sites to encourage senior primary students, to deepen their understanding of IT and improve their information processing ability through reading or summarizing news.
The provided articles can be divided into three main parts: “News Area , (news, informational articles and pictures), “Think” (thinking issues) and Reference Room (reference materials).
Twenty something items are classified as four types of news or informational articles. These items mainly provide information to support the activities of this Module. Teachers can modify the content of the news categories or add and remove contents of articles as required.
Other than searching for information in this kit, students can also use the messaging function of the school’s discussion forums or social networking sites to write comments or questions. Messaging content can be shared through the network and other students or teachers can also enter their own comments and participate in the discussion. Teachers can also divide students up into groups to search for and edit news in groups.
[IV] “Learning Resources
IT learning must be matched with other subjects in order to enhance students’ ability to learn. Once students master the skills of using computers, we can provide them with IT materials related to other learning topics so that they can get more and newer information than that found in textbooks. This component contains some IT materials prepared by the Education Bureau and other government departments for teachers’ reference. If necessary, schools may obtain relevant materials through the proper channels and then choose to provide such materials for students to use, either in the classroom or the self-learning corner.
[V] “Outside the Classroom”
To broaden students’ horizons, teachers can guide students on visits to relevant institutions so they can learn how IT has helped the said institutions with their work. Prior to making the visit, students should have some understanding of IT and the relevant institution to facilitate discussion and the asking of questions, so that the visit opportunity won’t be wasted. Due to time allocation problems, appointments must be made with the various institutions, and most institutions will arrange for a dedicated person to provide explanations. The relevant circumstances are set out in the table.
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