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Strengths & Weaknesses of 
Sun Kei Students

Relatively good at 
oral and writing

Willing to learn and 
experience new 
things with teacher  
support

Weak in reading 
and listening

Not ready to 
explore new 
knowledge on their 
own
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Departmental Strategies

Continuing the policy to enhance students’
 oral and writing abilities                         

(e.g. reading aloud, 2-min talks, journals, fast 
writing, post-writing logsheets)

Exploring ways to improve students’
 

reading 
and listening abilities 
(e.g. AV-reports, morning reading materials)
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Effectiveness of 
the Morning Reading Scheme

Effectiveness depends on whether the teacher 
has time to go through the materials in class or 

do follow-up work.
 

Effectiveness depends on whether the teacher 
has time to go through the materials in class or 

do follow-up work.
Materials are prepared for the whole form.        


 
difficult to cater for learner differences

 

Materials are prepared for the whole form.        


 
difficult to cater for learner differences

Split-class policy
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Split-Class Policy

5 classes are split into 7 groups

Reading materials prepared by teachers 
teaching more capable students    

too difficult for weaker classes

4RMS     Groups A, B, C, D
4IP          Groups E, F, G
Groups A, E    students with relatively 

higher English ability
Groups B, C, F

 
average

Groups D, G      relatively weaker students
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Abolished the “Morning Reading Scheme”

SolutionSolution

But

Adopted the “Group-based Reading Scheme”
Teacher assigns reading materials or   

comprehension exercises to his/her own group.
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Aurora’s Tryouts



Observation of My S4 Class

Positive & Diligent
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Their Reading Abilities

Able to locate
 specific information 

(e.g. WH-Questions)

Relatively weak in  
comprehending 
more complex ideas 
& connecting ideas

Reluctant to read 
“long passages”
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Their Writing Abilities

Content
Able to use a small range 
of vocabulary to express 
ideas on familiar topics

Language
Able to write simple, 
grammatically correct 
sentences
Willing to use newly 
learnt vocabulary items

Content
Skin-deep ideas
Lack of convincing  
elaborations

Language
Lack vocabulary to 
express more 
complex ideas
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Able to communicate well in 
casual daily conversations
Watching/listening to 
English movies, dramas, 
songs etc. for enjoyment

Having difficulties in 
understanding more complex 
and ‘formal’

 
issues due to 

limited vocabulary
Lack proper terms to 
express more complex ideas
Limited exposure to text 
types with more serious 
topics, e.g. documentaries 
and news on Euthanasia

Their Speaking & Listening Abilities
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• Critical thinking 
• Empathy   
• Goodness

Content
My students could establish their 
own views and opinions towards 
different issues with in-depth 
understanding and elaborations. 

Content
My students could establish their 
own views and opinions towards 
different issues with in-depth 
understanding and elaborations. 

Language
My students could use effective 
expressions & appropriate 
vocabulary in speaking & writing.

 

Language
My students could use effective 
expressions & appropriate 
vocabulary in speaking & writing.

My Ultimate Goal in Teaching
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A Means to an End

Quality Input
 



Read to Think & Think to Read

Quality Output
Use of a wide variety 
of authentic materials   

Self-learning
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My Ss Read to Think & Think to Read

Using a great variety of creative texts 
supplemented with multi-media resources

Guiding Ss to analyse, synthesise
 

& evaluate 
information, ideas and opinions from multiple 
perspectives

My Ss establish their own views and opinions
 

and 
express them through effective writing

Engaging My Students to Read Critically 14



The Choice of Reading Texts

What to choose?

Social issuesSocial issues

arousing interest

relevant to Ss’
 

experience

building up positive values

Internet 

Books

News

Magazines

Multi-media resources: 
movies, documentaries, 
songs, radio 
programmes

 
etc.

From:
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The Choice of Reading Texts

What to choose?

Social issuesSocial issues

arousing interest

relevant to Ss’
 experience

building up positive 
values

Ss are exposed to 
different views and 
opinions through 
reading/viewing 
different multi-media 
resources.
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Topics from Social Issues
Euthanasia 
Health worker in rural India earthquake relief 
Coal mining in China
Drug abuse 
CO2

 

reduction and global warming 
Coral fish and anemone
E-books 
Drug abuse
Compensated dating
Plastic bags levy
Earthquake relief…
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An Example: Euthanasia
Before the unit:

Students had a clear 
stance: 

“We should be positive. 
Euthanasia is immoral and 
unacceptable.”

 But
 

they lacked 
appropriate language

 
and 

convincing ideas
 

for 
elaboration.

 

Before the unit:

Students had a clear 
stance: 

“We should be positive. 
Euthanasia is immoral and 
unacceptable.”
But

 
they lacked 

appropriate language
 

and 
convincing ideas

 
for 

elaboration.

After the unit:

Ss could discuss and 
incorporate more 
sophisticated 
elaborations from 
different perspectives.

 Ss were more confident 
in discussing “serious”

 issues and exploring 
authentic materials on 
their own.

 

After the unit:

Ss could discuss and 
incorporate more 
sophisticated 
elaborations from 
different perspectives.

Ss were more confident 
in discussing “serious”

 issues and exploring 
authentic materials on 
their own.
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Euthanasia – Unit Overview 
Breaking Down the Input & Output

Input 1

Output 1

Input 2

Output 2

Input 3

Output 3

Main Task
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Reading Facts & Jotting Notes

Arguments FOR
 Euthanasia

Input 1

Arguments AGAINST
 Euthanasia

Impact on Students:
Ss gained more understanding

 
of the reasons for and 

against euthanasia.
 Ss saw the issue from different perspectives and developed 

different points of views, e.g. religious, value of lives, 
doctors, patients’

 
rights, family.

 

Impact on Students:
Ss gained more understanding

 
of the reasons for and 

against euthanasia.
Ss saw the issue from different perspectives and developed 
different points of views, e.g. religious, value of lives, 
doctors, patients’

 
rights, family.

BBC Online 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ethics/euthanasia/
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Examples of Arguments FOR Euthanasia

The right to die:

Many people think that each person has the 
right to control his or her body and life, and so 
should be able to determine at what time and in 
what way he or she will die.

Medical resources:

It is a burden to countries in which a shortage 
of medical resources exist.
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Examples of Arguments AGAINST Euthanasia

Euthanasia is bad because of the sanctity of human life:

All human beings are to be valued, irrespective of age, 
sex, race, religion, social status or their potential for 
achievement.

Human life is a basic good as opposed to an 
instrumental good, a good in itself rather than as a 
means to an end.

Human life is sacred because it’s a gift from God.

Therefore the deliberate taking of human life should 
be prohibited except in self-defence

 
or the 

legitimate defence
 

of others.
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Group Discussion/Presentation 
& Journal WritingOutput 1

Journal Writing: 
Views on euthanasia

Requirements:
80-100 words 
2 paragraphs
Clear topic sentences
Sufficient elaborations

Journal Writing: 
Views on euthanasia

Requirements:
80-100 words 
2 paragraphs
Clear topic sentences
Sufficient elaborations

Teacher marked and gave 
comments.

 

Teacher marked and gave 
comments.

1-min Presentation: 
What is the role of the 
doctor?
Would you opt for 
euthanasia if you were 
paralysed

 
for five years?

If your quadriplegic friend 
asks for euthanasia, will 
you support him/her?
What are the potential 
risks of legalising

 euthanasia?

6-min Discussion: 
Is Euthanasia acceptable?
6-min Discussion: 
Is Euthanasia acceptable?
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Reading/Viewing/Listening 
to Real Stories(1)

Ah Pun’s Case
 http://www.hospicecare.org.hk/downlo 

ad/clipping/2009/090816scmp.pdf
The newspaper article

Input 2

The Diving Bell and the Butterfly
Wikipedia 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_diving_bell 
_and_the_butterfly

The book and the movie
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Letters to Sam
The book

Input 2

BBC podcasts
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts/page2

The phone-in radio programme

Reading/Viewing/Listening 
to Real Stories(2)
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Role-play & Journal WritingOutput 2
Role-play:
Euthanasia –
To support or not to support?

Roles:
Mary (a patient who has been 
paralysed

 
for 5 years)

Father (suffering from long-
 term illness)/Mother (bearing 

heavy financial burden)
Dr. Chan (Mary’s doctor)
Mary’s closest friend

Journal Writing: 
Views on euthanasia from one of 
the roles

Requirements:
80-100 words
2 paragraphs
Clear topic sentences
Sufficient elaborations
Add personal touch

Journal Writing: 
Views on euthanasia from one of 
the roles

Requirements:
80-100 words
2 paragraphs
Clear topic sentences
Sufficient elaborations
Add personal touch

Teacher marked and gave 
comments.

 

Teacher marked and gave 
comments.

Ss were heavily engaged and 
touched.

 

Ss were heavily engaged and 
touched.
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Simulation/DebateOutput 3
Simulation/Debate: 
Euthanasia should be legalised.

Roles:
A citizen
A long term patient 
suffering great pain and 
with very slim chance of 
recovery

 A doctor
A Legco

 
member/The 

Government
 

Simulation/Debate: 
Euthanasia should be legalised.

Roles:
A citizen
A long term patient 
suffering great pain and 
with very slim chance of 
recovery
A doctor
A Legco

 
member/The 

Government

T gave comments and 
answered enquiries.

 

T gave comments and 
answered enquiries.

Before the main task: 
A song

 
“You raise me up”

Before the main task: 
A song

 
“You raise me up”

Reading Journal Samples from PeersInput 3
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Main Task

Essay Writing –
 

an argumentative text: 
Euthanasia should be legalised.

Requirements:
No less than 250 words
Using ideas from any materials and notes in this unit

Essay Writing –
 

an argumentative text: 
Euthanasia should be legalised.

Requirements:
No less than 250 words
Using ideas from any materials and notes in this unit
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Student Work – Example (1) 
FOR Euthanasia

Some may say it is very 
disrespectful to life if 
they choose to die when 
they have the chance to 
live.  However, be that as 
it may, we should respect 
the wants of the patients. 
They have suffered for a 
long time and the pain they 
tolerate cannot be easily 
understood by us, the 
healthy ones…They should 
not suffer because of the 
others’

 
will.  They should 

live because of their own 
wants.
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Student Work – Example (2) 
AGAINST Euthanasia

It is almost impossible to 
draft laws and guidelines 
to prevent the abuse of 
euthanasia.  After it is 
legalised, involuntary 
euthanasia will emerge.  
Vulnerable people will be 
put under great 
pressure…Worse still, 
patients may fall victim to 
some bad motives, such as 
insurance money, and it will 
surely put the innocent 
lives at risk…
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My Reflection (1)

Writing Abilities

More confident in 
expressing their views 
about more “serious”

 social issues

More sophisticated 
elaborations on the 
arguments established

Reading Abilities

More aware of the 
multiple perspectives 
of each issue

More willing to read 
long passages after 
their successful 
reading experience
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My Reflection (2)
Speaking and Listening 

Abilities
 

More confident in 
discussing more “serious”

 issues
 More exposure to various 

multi-media resources and 
taking the initiatives to 
start exploring authentic 
materials (e.g. National 
Geographic, BBC podcasts)

 

Speaking and Listening 
Abilities

More confident in 
discussing more “serious”

 issues
More exposure to various 
multi-media resources and 
taking the initiatives to 
start exploring authentic 
materials (e.g. National 
Geographic, BBC podcasts)

Values

More aware of the 
manifold viewpoints of 
an issue

 
Developing their own 
viewpoints from a 
humane, empathetic 
and positive angle

 

Values

More aware of the 
manifold viewpoints of 
an issue

Developing their own 
viewpoints from a 
humane, empathetic 
and positive angle
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Impact of Aurora’s Tryouts on 

the English Panel



Word of Mouth

Aurora

English teachers

Inspiration &                   
New Initiatives

We can try this out in 
other classes, even in 

the weaker ones!
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Inspiration

Collaboration with  
other KLAs

What can the English Panel do to help students 
learn through English better

 under the Fine-tuned MOI Arrangements?

What can the English Panel do to help students 
learn through English better

under the Fine-tuned MOI Arrangements?

Selection of                 
subject-related materials

e.g. 
Autobiography of famous 
mathematicians
Social issues related to 
Geography/Liberal Studies
Travel guide
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